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EDUCATION 
Topic Vocabulary 

academic  
academy 
academic year 

академический 
академия 
учебный год 

activity деятельность 
adapt приспособлять(ся); адаптировать 
admission прием 
admit принимать 
to be admitted to the bar получить право адвокатской 

практики в суде 
advantage преимущество 
advice совет 
advise советовать, консультировать 
affect влиять, воздействовать (на кого-

либо) 
age возраст 
at the age of  в возрасте 
alternative альтернатива, выбор 
apply (for work/ to smb); обращаться (за работой /к кому-

либо)  
assist помогать 
assistance 
to render assistance 

помощь 
оказывать помощь 

applicant 1) проситель; 2) претендент 
appoint 
appreciate 

назначать 
оценивать 

approach подход 
approval 
to submit for approval 

одобрение 
представить на рассмотрение 

approved school государственная школа для 
малолетних нарушителей 

argument довод, дискуссия, спорный аргумент 
art искусство 
faculty of Arts отделение гуманитарных и 

математических наук 
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art school художественное училище 
article статья;  гр. артикль  
attempt попытка 
attend 
to attend classes 
to attend optional classes  

уделять внимание 
посещать занятия 
посещать факультативные занятия 

attention 
to pay attention 

внимание 
обращать внимание 

attentive внимательный 
attract привлекать 
authority власть 
available доступный 
award награждать 
brain мозг, рассудок, ум 
broadcast транслировать 
broadminded с широким кругозором 
career карьера, успех 
complete заканчивать 
consist (of) состоять (из) 
compose составлять, сочинять 
composition литературное или музыкальное 

произведение 
comprehend понимать, постигать 
comprehensive school общеобразовательная школа 
correspondence корреспонденция 
correspondence courses заочные курсы 
carry out 
carry out research 

выполнять, проводить 
проводить исследовательскую 
работу 

council  совет 
court суд 
Supreme Court Верховный суд 
courtesy учтивость, этикет 
curriculum (pl. curricula) учебный план, программа 
degree учебная степень, звание 
Bachelor’s degree степень бакалавра 
Master’s degree степень магистра 
Doctor’s degree степень доктора наук 
deliver доставлять 
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to deliver a lecture читать лекцию 
diploma диплом 
disadvantage недостаток 
all-round education разностороннее образование 
compulsory ~ обязательное образование 
free ~ бесплатное образование 
higher ~ высшее образование 
trade ~ профессиональное образование 
error ошибка, заблуждение 
to commit/make an error совершать ошибку 
enter 
to enter the University 

входить, поступать (в) 
поступить в университет 

erudite эрудит, ученый 
erudition эрудиция, ученость, начитанность 
essay очерк 
explain объяснять, толковать 
exam/examination экзамен 
final examination;  pl. finals; выпускной экзамен 
to take an examination сдавать экзамен 
to pass an examination выдержать экзамен 
expand расширять 
expensive дорогой 
fail потерпеть неудачу 
fail an exam провалить экзамен 
follow следовать 
form форма, класс (в школе) 
found основывать, создавать 
face (v) сталкиваться 
fiction художественная литература 
gain достичь, добиваться 
to gain experience приобретать опыт 
to gain victory одержать победу 
gainful доходный, оплачиваемый 
generation поколение, род, потомство 
rising generation подрастающее поколение 
generous благородный, великодушный 
genius (pl. genii) гений, дух 

good genius добрый гений 
evil genius злой гений 
a man of genius гениальный человек 



 6 

genre  жанр 
govern управлять 
government правительство 
gown мантия (преподавателя, судьи) 
grade 1) градус 

2) класс (в школе) 
3) (US) отметка, оценка 

graduate (from) закончить (любое) учебное 
заведение 

graduate  выпускник 
graduate school (US) аспирантура 
grammar-school средняя классическая школа 
grants стипендия 
gymnasium гимназия, гимнастический зал 
habit привычка 
head 1) голова 

2) директор школы 
3) начальник 

honour честь 
the humanities гуманитарные науки 
job работа, труд 
job classification (US) основная ставка (зарпл. 

рабочего) 
junior 1) младший 

2) (US) студент предпоследнего 
курса 

just справедливый 
justice 1) справедливость 

2) правосудие, юстиция 
justify оправдывать 
kind добрый 
kindness доброта 
knowledge знание 
to have a good knowledge of English 

branches of knowledge 
хорошо знать английский язык 
отрасли науки 

know-how 1) умение 
2) секреты производства, 
технология 
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labor труд, работа 
labor contract трудовой договор 
lecture лекция 
lecturer 1) лектор 

2) преподаватель (университета) 
level уровень, ступень 
limit ограничивать 
literacy грамотность 
literate 1) грамотный 

2) образованный 
local местный 
lodging жилье 
maintain создавать 
matter 1) вопрос, дело 

2) предмет (обсуждения) 
3) (филос.) материя 

mature 1) зрелый 
2) хорошо обдуманный 

maturity зрелость 
memorize запоминать, заучивать наизусть 
memory память 
mistake ошибка, недоразумение 

by mistake по ошибке 
to make a mistake ошибаться 

morality 1) мораль 
2) pl. нравственное поведение 

national национальный, народный 
national economy народное хозяйство 
notion понятие, представление, идея 
number число, количество 
obey повиноваться, подчиняться 
object 1) предмет 

2) объект (изучения) 
3) цель 

object (v) возражать, протестовать 
objective 1) объективный 

2) цель, стремление 
obtain получать, приобретать 
offer предлагать 
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opinion мнение 
opportunity удобный случай, благоприятная 

возможность 
oppose (with, against) противопоставлять 
population население 
postgraduate аспирант 
poverty бедность, скудность 
practice 1) практика  

2) учебный, практичный 
predict предсказывать 
prefer предпочитать 
prevail преобладать 
price цена 
prize награда, приз 
private частный 
pro and con за и против 
proctor проктор, инспектор (в Оксфордском и 

Кембриджском университете) 
profit польза 
prohibit запрещать 
promote способствовать, помогать 
pronunciation произношение 
proof доказательство 
provide обеспечивать 
protect защищать 
public общественный, государственный 
public school 1) закрытое платное среднее 

учебное заведение (в Англии) 
2) бесплатная государственная 
школа (в США, Шотландии и т. д.) 

publish публиковать 
qualification квалификация, подготовленность 
reach достичь 
reason причина 
receive получать 
recognize узнавать, признавать 
recreation отдых 
refer посылать, отправлять (за информацией) 
represent представлять 
report отчет, доклад 
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research научно-исследовательская работа 
responsible ответственный 
revise исправлять, проверять 
rivalry  соперничество, конкуренция 
the Royal член королевской семьи 
rule правило, устав 
salary жалованье 
science 
natural science 

наука 
естественная наука 

scientist ученый 
self-governing самоуправляющийся 
senior старший 
session 1) сессия 

2) учебный год 
school школа 

boarding school закрытое платное среднее учебное 
заведение 

secondary school 
(US.) higher school 

средняя школа 

higher school высшая школа 
modern school современная школа 
elementary school 
primary school 

начальная школа 

to leave school кончить учение в школе 
(school-)leaver выпускник 
school-mate школьный товарищ 
settle решать 
to settle problems решать проблемы 
society общество 
specialize (in) специализироваться (по) 
sign подписывать(ся) 
subject предмет 
success успех 
successful успешный 
support поддерживать 
theology теология 
thesis диссертация 
train обучать 
tutor преподаватель (в университетах 

Англии) 
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tutorial system система прикрепления студентов к 
преподавателям-консультантам 
(индивидуальная система образования) 

vacation 1) каникулы 
2) отпуск 

vocabulary словарь 
vocational school ремесленное училище 
welfare благосостояние 

UNIT  I 
Text A 
Read and translate the text. Discuss the principles of organization of 
the country’s educational system  at different stages of its 
development. 

EDUCATION  IN  BELARUS 

The Belarusian government considers education a major vehicle of 
social advancement. Great efforts were concentrated on eradicating 
illiteracy and on providing needed economic and technological training for 
our citizens. 

At present a national higher school system plays an important role in the 
development of our country. Training of highly qualified specialists, 
capable to solve the most complex problems of our society, is the main 
priority of the universities, institutes and colleges in the Republic of 
Belarus. Knowledge, science and culture open the prospects into the future. 
The efforts of the Belarusian scientists have always been focused on the 
fundamental problems of humanities, natural and social sciences. 

The basic principle of the organization of national education in Belarus 
is an equal opportunity for all its citizens. It should conform to the spirit 
and requirements of the time we live. 

History 
In spite of the fact that among the founding fathers of the educational 

system of Belarus were such remarkable personalities as Francisk Skorina, 
Simon Budny, Vasili Tyapinski, the Zizany (Tuastanovski) brothers, Meleti 
Smotritski, Afanasy Philipovich and others, at the beginning at the 20th 
century Belarus had one of the least developed educational systems among 
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the major European nations: only 20 % of its adult population were literate. 
After the 1917 revolution, primary and secondary education were made 
compulsory and a massive literacy campaign began. In October 1918 the 
Soviet government created the United Labor Schools and laid down the 
principles of atheistic and political education, strong polytechnical 
orientation, coeducation, and instruction in the students’ native language. 
Democratically organized, these early schools used progressive Western 
methods of teaching. 

In the 1930s, however, most schools of the early revolutionary period 
were abandoned. Education became more regimented and remained so for 
the next half-century. The literacy rate rose to 55 % by 1926, and 87 % by 
1939; by the 1950s virtually all adults were literate. 

The Soviet educational system was long a source of great pride for the 
country. The primary aim of Soviet education was to produce well-
rounded, politically conscious citizens trained in specific skills needed for 
building the Soviet economy. The Communist party played a dominant role 
in setting educational institutions. The great majority of general-school 
teachers were trained in higher education institutions; others studied 
pedagogy in specialized secondary schools. In the past teachers relied on 
repetition, lectures, and lengthy homework assignments. Efforts were made 
after the late 1980s to encourage classroom discussion, independent 
thinking, and problem-solving skills. Disciplinary matters as well as 
extracurricular, athletic, and cultural activities were frequently handled by 
the groups of the Octobrists (ages 6–10), the Pioneers (ages 10–15), and 
Komsomols (ages 16–28). Schools worked closely with parents and trade 
union groups to ensure the quality of students’ work. 

After 1984 education underwent a process of reform, which began with 
an overhaul of the system of general schools for youth aged six to 
seventeen. In 1987 significant changes in the system of the higher and 
secondary specialized education were initiated to provide closer links 
between higher education and the technological needs of industry. 

Before 1984 education was centrally planned, financed, and controlled, 
and curriculum and teaching methods were uniformed throughout the 
country. Probably the most radical impact of the reforms was to give local 
officials, school administrators, and teachers more independence in seeking 
non-governmental sources of financial support, in establishing on-site 
procedures for the selection of school personnel, in choosing from a variety 
of curricula for courses, and occasionally in formulating local school 
curricula and teaching methodologies. 
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Text B 

Read the text. Make up ten questions on the text and discuss them 
in pairs. 

PRIMARY  AND  SECONDARY  EDUCATION 

About 60 % children under six years of age are in preschools, which are 
most numerous in urban areas. Formal schooling begins at the age of six 
and is compulsory for nine years. All children start off in one of the general 
education schools, the first four grades of which are considered primary. 
Pupils can attend school for 11 years, from the age of 6 to 17. When pupils 
finish the ninth grade they may choose their schooling enrolling a 
secondary or vocational school.  

Upon the completion of secondary schools pupils pass national 
examinations in several subjects and receive a certificate. Those who score 
well also receive a gold or silver medal. Schools use a number grading 
scale of 1 to 10 with 10 being the highest.  

Secondary school requirements include of Russian, Belarusian, a 
foreign language, literature, mathematics, biology, chemistry, physics, 
history, social sciences, physical education, and various disciplines in the 
arts. In the upper grades students also take computer science, logic, politics, 
attend optional classes in many subjects and are busy with some forms of 
job training.  

English is the most widely taught foreign language here. They also 
teach German, French and Spanish in schools.  

In regions where Russian is not the primary language, instruction is 
available in the mother tongue (Belarusian, Polish), and people are given 
greater opportunities to study their own ethnic and linguistic heritage. 

Mathematics is considered to be the key to all sciences and an important 
instrument in training skilled specialists. Mathematics is a compulsory part 
of the curriculum throughout the eleven-year school. Maths is now taught 
with a more functional approach.  

Many children with special talents attend special schools. These schools 
stress individual subjects such as mathematics or physics, languages, or the 
arts. Some secondary schools emphasize physical education. In addition to 
physical training two hours a week in all grades, sports from field and 
track, skiing and ice-skating to swimming are extensively and intensively 
engaged by the vast majority of schoolchildren. 



 13 

Belarus also has schools for children with physical or learning 
disabilities.  

After the first nine years of schooling, about 64 % of schoolchildren 
continue their education in one of two types of vocational institutions. 
Specialized secondary schools offer a four year program combining 
academic and professional training. The vocational schools prepare young 
people for careers as technicians in various branches of industry and 
agriculture. Vocational-technical schools produce skilled workers in 
training and apprenticeship programs lasting from one to three years.  

Today, public education in Belarus remains free for all citizens. Nine-
year primary and secondary education is free and compulsory for all 
children aged 6 to 15. Students who wish to attend high school for another 
two years must perform well in a competitive examination.  

The system of education in the republic comprises the following stages. 
• Stage one – general primary education.  
• Stage two – general profound education. The main task of this stage 

is to reveal and develop the pupil’s gift. 
• Stage three – general special training. The task of this stage is to 

train middle-qualification personnel. It is supposed to give special 
knowledge but of general character. 

• Stage four – profound special training, higher education. 
• Stage five – higher special training.  
Such a system is remarkable for its flexibility. The stages are 

interconnected and mutually determined. It enables to harmonically 
combine general erudition and a high degree of specialization.  

All schools in Belarus are under the general supervision of the 
Department of Education. Most of the expenditure on education in Belarus 
comes from the state budget. Government expenditures on education 
account for 2,6 percent of the budget. 

The secondary school provides the youth of the country with a solid 
scientific foundation and it is on this basis that the higher educational 
establishments are able to produce the scientists, engineers, doctors and 
technicians. Time and technological progress had placed great demands on 
the secondary school.  

The teacher has always been the central figure in the teaching and 
educational process. In addition to the growing demands presented to the 
teachers, their pedagogue’s and social prestige and authority in the society 
as well as their salaries should be raised to the higher level, if we think 
about the future of our country. A teacher is not only a communicator of 
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knowledge, but a model of competence. He forms attitudes not only to his 
subject, but also to learning, becoming himself a symbol of educational 
process, a person who is teaching as well as learning all his life to cope 
with scientific progress which can never be stopped. 

Text C 

Discuss the achievements and problems of higher education in our 
republic. 

HIGHER  EDUCATION  IN  BELARUS 

Belarus has many institutions of higher education. They are equivalent 
to colleges and universities in other countries. Belarusian State University 
is the largest university in Belarus. Universities provide higher education in 
all fields, although admission to universities is based on the results of 
rigorous examinations. Students must pass the entrance exams to be 
admitted to a university or institute of higher education. An extremely 
rigorous system of competitive examinations governs admissions to higher 
educational institutions. Fewer than one in five students are accepted. Once 
admitted, however, students are given stipends and are guaranteed jobs 
upon graduation. Tuition is mostly free.  

Higher education reforms in 1987–1988 were intended to link higher 
education more directly to the economy, improve the quality of scientific 
research, restrict student admissions while improving student support, and 
provide higher educational institutions with more modern technology and 
new laboratory facilities. The major significance of the reforms was to 
move toward the democratization of school administration and the 
“humanitarization” of the educational process in terms of students’ 
individual aptitudes and needs.  

A wide range of private schools, colleges and institutes have been 
introduced in Belarus of late. There also were curriculum change and in 
1992 some higher educational establishments began changing tuition. 

Now Belarus is a country with a high educational level. There are 
38 state higher educational institutions and the Academy of Sciences which 
was founded in 1929 to carry out research in different fields of science. The 
total number of students in our Republic is about 2,5 million (25 percent of 
the population).  
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Specialized secondary and higher education is available for everyone 
according to his abilities. People can get a higher education through the 
full-time, evening and correspondence courses.  

Along with state higher schools existing in the Republic many non-state 
institutes of higher learning have been opened in different towns. 
Thousands of young people who for some reason couldn’t enter any state 
educational establishments have got an opportunity to continue their studies 
and get a higher education. Tuition in non-state institutes is not free of 
charge, it is rather expensive. But everybody knows that money spent on 
the brain is never spent in vain.  

The academic year is divided into two terms, each ending in 
examinations. The students attend lectures and practical classes and have 
every opportunity to develop their talents and gifts. Seminars, or 
discussions, often based on selected readings, provide opportunities for 
students to exchange views with instructors and with one another. Some 
courses, especially science courses, require work in a laboratory, where 
theory learnt in the classroom is applied to practical problems.  

Many courses require a “term paper”, often simply called “a paper”. A 
term paper is based on research students have done in the library or the 
laboratory.  

At the end of the term students have their examination period. There 
also can be “mid-term” examinations as well as regular tests or “quizzes” 
(short tests). These examinations and tests demonstrate whether students 
are doing their assignments; they also measure, for both student and 
professor, how much and how well the student is learning. Almost all 
examinations are “closed book” exams.  

Each term is crowded with activity and the vacations between the 
terms – from seven to ten days in February and two months in summer – 
are mainly periods for intellectual “digestion” and private study.  

Sport has become an essential part of students’ life and they can do any 
sports they like. The conditions of students’ studies and life are constantly 
being improved, many of them live in the hostels.  

The higher school today does not only check the students’ knowledge 
but develops their abilities to think creatively and to work productively. 
Today’s scientific and technological progress demands of the higher school 
graduates to be prepared to deepen their knowledge individually and adapt 
themselves quickly to the changes in the branches of science or industry 
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they have chosen as their specialty. This means that the future specialists 
must be given a good grounding in basic subjects. In order to obtain 
practical experience all the students of higher schools have practical 
training at different enterprises, schools and offices.  

Universities are also educational centers offering refresher courses for 
teachers at tertiary and specialized secondary institutions as well as for 
specialists working in non-academic institutions and research 
organizations.  

The teaching staff of a university is divided into departments. Each 
department is headed by a dean, or chairman, who is usually a professor. 
Under the dean are other professors, associate professors, or readers and 
lecturers. 

The student body of a higher institution is divided into junior and senior 
students or the first and second year(s)/third, fourth, and fifth year(s).  

Most students receive grants from the government. They may also help 
support themselves by taking part-time jobs while attending classes. In 
senior courses, students work under the supervision of a senior lecturer and 
are supposed to defend the project before they get a diploma (degree).  

International Cooperation 
The Republic of Belarus is interested in the integration of its system of 

education with the analogous systems of the other countries. Belarus has 
joined the European Cultural Convention, which enables it to participate in 
European projects concerning higher and secondary education, academic 
mobility and recognition of qualification. 

The Republic of Belarus actively expands its co-operation in the field of 
education with such authoritative international organizations as UNESCO 
and the Council of Europe.  

Belarus has signed a number of inter-governmental and inter-
departmental agreements on co-operation in the sphere of education and 
science with the corresponding organs of Bulgaria, China, Germany, 
Lithuania, Moldova, Rumania, Russia, Poland, England etc. 

Higher education institutions of the Republic admit foreign students, 
irrespective of their race, nationality, sex, language and religious 
affiliations as they are expanding their contacts with other countries. 
Today, about 3000 foreigners from 70 countries are pursuing higher 
education in the Republic of Belarus. 
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Text D 
Look through the text and render it in English. 

BELARUSIAN  STATE  UNIVERSITY 

The Belarusian State University is a center of education, culture and 
science, the major higher educational establishment in Belarus. It is the 
oldest University in our republic. It was founded in 1921 and 1010 workers 
and peasants were admitted to its two faculties that year. The first President 
of the BSU was Professor V. I. Picheta. 

The republic’s first University rapidly grew and developed and in the 
pre-war period a number of independent higher schools for medicine, 
pedagogics, national economy appeared on its basis.  

During the Great Patriotic War the University was razed to the ground 
by the nazi invaders. In the post-war years the University was quickly 
restored and in a short period of time it turned into one of the largest 
institutions of higher education of the country.  

Nowadays the University has about 15,000 students, 125 Departments 
(chairs), 1441 teaching staff, including 211 full Professors, 935 Associate 
Professors and doctors.  

At present there are 13 departments at the University: Mathematics, 
Applied Mathematics, Chemistry, Geography, Biology, Philology, 
Journalism, History, Economy, Law, International Relations which train 
specialists in 17 professions and 50 specializations. It has day and 
correspondence departments where thousands of students study. They 
attend lectures and seminars. All the students study foreign languages. 
Students’ practical work is given much attention to. 

One of the oldest departments of the University is Law Department 
which was founded in 1921. It trains now 3128 full- and part-time 
undergraduate and 18 post-graduate students in Law and Politology 
(Political Studies). 

At the Philology Department education is provided in 12 specialities, 
like Belarusian and Russian literatures and languages, Slavic languages and 
literatures, Romance and Germanic languages, classic languages and 
ancient literature, computational linguistics. The Department is the leader 
of Belarusian Linguistics and has the honor to represent it abroad.  

The Department of Journalism has existed since 1944. It has already 
trained about 5 thousand professional journalists. 
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The Department of International Relations started working on 
October 1, 1995. Training is provided in three departments: International 
Relations, International Law, World Economy and International Economic 
Relations. 

The University has its own computer center, which was started in 1959. 
The major tasks of the center are the development and inculcation of hard 
and software systems of University information network, publication of 
papers on research and methods of teaching.  

The Fundamental Library in the BSU is one of the biggest libraries in 
Belarus. At present it possesses over 2 million volumes in Belarusian, 
Russian and other languages. It has 15 departments and 12 reading halls, a 
computer catalogue and central archives. 

The University course lasts five years. An academic year is divided into 
two terms each ending in an examination session. Those who pass the 
exams successfully get a scholarship. 

The students of the University can do any sport and any recreational 
activity they like. 

A lot of students carry out research work in various laboratories which 
are equipped with up-to-date devices.  

Every year hundreds of young specialists begin working in different 
branches of national economy, science, education, in mass media, 
prosecutor’s offices and courts.  

In 1967 the Belarusian State University was awarded the Order of the 
Red Banner of Labour for its contribution to the development of science 
and academic training.  

The Belarusian State University is a major world University center, a 
member of the International Universities’ Association. At present the BSU 
has links with over 100 higher educational establishments and research 
centers of the world. The University participates in a number of 
international projects like TEMPUS, INTAS, COPERNICUS, etc. The 
University organizes international conferences, seminars and exhibitions.  

The University does much to prepare young gifted people for entering 
its numorous faculties. The Liceum of BSU was founded in 1989. The main 
objectives of the Liceum are purposeful enrollment, support and develop-
ment of students who have been especially successful in natural science 
and humanities. There are two departments: natural science and humanities.  

Its 80th anniversary the Belarusian State University celebrated as an 
internationally recognized classical university integrating essential features 
of the educational, scientific and cultural center. The staff are proud of the 
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University traditions and achievements but at the same time they realize the 
necessity of serious reforms aimed at preserving the accumulated 
intellectual potential and promoting progressive development of the 
Belarusian University in the future. 

Task.   Render it in English. 

Юридический колледж 

Юридический колледж Белорусского государственного универ-
ситета впервые распахнул свои двери выпускникам средних школ в 
2000 году. До этого времени в республике не существовало ни одного 
государственного среднего специального учебного заведения, которое 
бы специализировалось на подготовке юристов. С образованием 
Юридического колледжа Белорусского государственного университета 
создана скоординированная единая система непрерывного юридичес-
кого образования в республике. Это позволяет не только использовать 
высококвалифицированные кадры, учебно-методическую базу, лабо-
ратории подготовки и повышения квалификации судей, работников 
прокуратуры, судов и учреждений юстиции.  
С 2001 года в колледже осуществляется набор учащихся базовой 

школы. Созданы два отделения: на базе 9 классов и на базе 11 классов. 
Функционирует лаборатория законодательства, в которой учащиеся 
могут следить за изменениями в действующем законодательстве. В 
колледже работает библиотека и читальный зал, большой выбор 
новейшей юридической литературы. 

Text E 
Read the text. Express your opinion on the problems discussed 
below. 

EDUCATION  IN  THE  21ST  CENTURY 

Belarusian universities are becoming internationally oriented. 
Transforming the national system of education, Belarus faces today a great 
deal of problems, connected with implementation of new disciplines, 
retraining of the faculty, reorienting university policies and programs 
towards international education. As our country is integrating with the 
European community and other countries, educators have to call for major 
changes in how Belarusian colleges and universities educate their students 
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about the rest of the world. It should be recognized that without 
international competence, the nation’s standard of living is threatened and 
its competitive difficulties will increase. The world in which most adult 
Belarusians grew to maturity no longer exists. The cold war is over. Issues 
such as the environment, exchange rates, and economic competition, public 
health, national security, poverty, population control, and human rights 
affect any country domestically as well as internationally. Under these 
circumstances attending to domestic needs requires understanding their 
international context. We have to learn how to communicate across 
national, cultural, and socio-economic boundaries.  

If we want to prosper in the new environment of the 21st century, our 
colleges and universities must truly become institutions without bounda-
ries. The nation must commit itself how to provide all students with a 
powerful, deep-rooted understanding of other languages, diverse cultures, 
and global issues. As a practical matter, we have to decide how our univer-
sities and institutions of higher learning must orient themselves around new 
goals for international education. First, the educational experience must be 
infused with some degree of intercultural competence, including language 
competence. Professional or disciplinary skills are no longer sufficient.  

Today’s graduate requires knowledge and understanding of how 
particular countries and geographic regions interact with the larger world. 
Graduates need an understanding of global systems. In addition to offering 
programs based on traditional academic disciplines, higher education must 
develop problem-focused programs of study that are more practical than 
theoretical and are oriented around problems in the real world.  

Then we need to make education more democratic and universal. 
Education must become truly international, we could do it through applying 
lessons of international education within our own university programs.  

None of these new goals will be achieved quickly or easily, but the 
benefits of putting them in place will far exceed the effort required: 

– in future all students, whether interested in commerce and industry, 
literature, health professions, sociology, engineering, or agriculture, will 
find education well suited to their needs; 

– businesses in an increasingly competitive world will be better able to 
expand into new international markets; 

– faculty members and administrators will enjoy a richer intellectual life 
through mastery of new languages, exposure to new cultures as well as 
through extensive usage of computers in their work and everyday life. 
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This new approach to internationalize our institutions of higher learning 
offers many new challenges. More important, it promises new benefits. 

Vocabulary Practice 
Ex. 1.  Practise the pronunciation of the following words: 

financial 
special 
social 
educational 
foundation 
recognition 

demand 
brand 
author 
authority 
majority 
astronomy 

subject 
functional 
higher 
minority 
various 
librarian 

Ex. 2.  Complete the list of derivatives. Use a dictionary if necessary. 
verb noun (agent) noun (concept) 
to teach 
to listen 
to read 
to write 
to apply 
to educate 
to publish 
to instruct 
to assist 
to observe 

teacher 
 
 
 
applicant 
 

teaching 
 
 
 
application 

Ex. 3.  Arrange a) and b) in pairs of synonyms 
a) b) 

1) to leave school 
2) at present 
3) a scholarship 
4) to provide 
5) correspondent 
6) basic 
7) to take into consideration 
8) to admit 
9) ties 

10) to include 
11) a grade 

1) to study 
2) to give 
3) nowadays 
4) main 
5) a stipend 
6) to take into account 
7) to enroll 
8) links 
9) to consist of 

10) extramural 
11) a mark 
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12) school holidays 
13) field 
14) to learn 
15) reward 
16) optional classes 

12) vocation 
13) branch 
14) to graduate (from) 
15) prize 
16) extra-curriculum subject 

Ex. 4.  Arrange a) and b) in pairs of antonyms. 
a) b) 

1) to leave  
2) senior 
3) entrance exam 
4) to admit 
5) rich 
6) public 
7) to pass 
8) ancient 
9) educated 

10) attend a class 
11) truth 
12) clever 
13) rapidly 
14) free 
15) hand-working 
16) foreign 

1) to expel 
2) lazy 
3) new 
4) busy 
5) slowly 
6) miss classes 
7) a lie 
8) to fail 
9) to come 

10) foolish 
11) private 
12) poor 
13) junior 
14) final exam 
15) illiterate 
16) native 

Ex. 5.  Match English and Russian equivalents. Use them in the sentences 
of your own. 

the vast majority 
general recognition 
to place great demands on 
extra-curriculum activities 
to attend classes 
educational bodies 
a social foundation 
financial assistance 
free of charge 
optional classes 

факультативные занятия 
солидное основание 
органы образования 
предъявлять большие требования 
посещать занятия 
общее признание 
внеклассная работа 
финансовая помощь 
бесплатный 
огромное большинство 
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Ex. 6.  Answer the following questions: 
a)  

1. What are the basic principles of public education in Belarus? 
2. What do you know about the history of Belarusian school? 
3. What is the structure of public education in Belarus? 
4. What stages is school education divided into? 
5. What subjects hold a leading place in the secondary school? 
6. What are the aims of specialized schools? 
7. What does secondary education provide the younger generation with? 
8. Is the right to education guaranteed by the Belarusian Constitution? 
9. In what way is the right to education in our republic made possible? 

10. In what languages is teaching conducted in Belarus? 
11. Why does the role of highly-qualified specialists working with the 

younger generation become more and more important? 
12. Why do people place great demands on the secondary school? 
13. Are secondary school marks taken into consideration when one 

enters a higher school? 
14. What can you say in general about teacher’s work? 

b) 
1. What do you know about the history of the Belarusian State 

University? 
2. I wonder if the BSU gave birth to any independent higher 

establishments in Belarus? 
3. What happened to the University during the Great Patriotic War? 
4. How did the University develop in the post-war years? 
5. The BSU is a major research center in our republic, isn’t it? 
6. What are students’ activities of the University? 
7. For what was the University awarded the Order of the Red Banner of 

Labour ? 
8. What have the recent years of the University been characterized by? 

Ex. 7.  Ask questions for the following answers: 
1) 1921; 
2) During the Great Patriotic war; 
3) There are 13 departments at the University; 
4) Law Department; 
5) A scholarship; 
6) 100 higher educational establishments; 
7) Tempus, INIAS and other projects. 
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Ex. 8.  Discuss the following: 
1. The basic principle of organization of national education in Belarus.  
2. The main stages of educational system in the republic. 
3. The role of universities in the system of higher education. 
4. State and non-state educational establishments. 
5. The Belarusian State University. 
6. International cooperation. 
7. Students’ life. 
8. Education in the 21st century. 
9. Your point of view on the existing system of higher education in the 

Republic of Belarus. 

UNIT  II 

Colleges and Universities in Great Britain 
Text A 
Read and translate the text. Discuss the possibilities of getting 
‘further education’  in England. 

EDUCATION  AFTER  SCHOOL 

Most formal education after school is done in the various technical and 
other colleges, of which there is at least one in every town. There are more 
than 550, big and small, specialised or more general, mostly maintained by 
their local education authorities. Some of their students do full-time 
courses, but many have jobs and attend classes in the evenings, or on one 
or two days a week, preparing themselves for diplomas or certificates of 
proficiency in the innumerable skills which a modern society needs. These 
courses may be suitable for people who have left school at sixteen, or at a 
higher level. Some colleges prepare students for certificates of education, 
supplementing the work of equivalent level done in ordinary schools. The 
variety of colleges and courses is so great that it is impossible to make 
general statements about them. The students are of all ages, including older 
people developing new skills. In general the bigger the college the greater 
the range of its courses though attempts which are made within each local 
area to provide courses suitable for most of the people who want to obtain 
qualifications for their careers. Vocational training, most of which is 
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conducted at the country’s further education colleges is bound to be an 
important component.  

In general, people who undertake ‘further education’ beyond the age of 
eighteen pay fees for their tuition as well as their living costs, though for a 
long time until around 1980 the tuition fees were very low, and almost all 
the costs were covered by grants from public funds – that is, the process of 
taxation. 

However, students living in Britain may receive grants from the local 
authorities of the counties where they have their homes. The amount of the 
grant depends on their parents’ income. The maximum, payable to people 
with low incomes, is fixed by the central government, and is supposed to be 
enough to cover the whole of the student’s costs. However, students have 
always argued that the grants are not enough. Wealthy parents have to pay 
almost all costs. 

Degrees 
For higher-level studies the main qualifications is the ‘first’ degree of 

Bachelor(of Arts, Science, ets.) which can be attained by students who 
pass their university examinations, or in some cases other examinations of 
equivalent level. This normally involves at least three years of full-time 
study after passing the advanced level certificate of education at the age of 
about eighteen, so most people who become BA, BSc, etc. do so at the age 
of at least twenty-one. First degrees in medicine require six years of study, 
some others four. It is now quite usual for students in subject such as 
engineering to spend periods during their degree courses away from their 
academic studies, in industrial location so that they may get practical 
experience. A student of a foreign language normally spends a year in a 
country where that language is spoken.  Bachelors’ degrees are usually 
awarded on the basis of answers to several three-hour examinations 
together with practical work or long essays or dissertations written in 
conjunction with class work. Degrees are classified. About a tenth (or less) 
of candidates win first-class honours degrees, three-quarters second-class 
(divided nearly equally into two groups) the rest third-class, or pass without 
humorous, or fail. A person studying for a degree at a British university is 
called an undergraduate, one who has taken a degree is called a graduate. 

Some students continue to study for degrees of Master (of Arts, 
Science, etc.) which often need two further years of study, with 
examination papers and substantial dissertations. A minority go on further, 
preparing theses which must make original contributions to knowledge, for 
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the degree of Doctor of Philosophy (PhD). Higher-degree study is more 
common among students of natural or applied sciences than among those 
studying the arts – that is, philosophy, history, English or foreign 
languages – or the social sciences such as economics, sociology, political 
science or law. But many people who gain first degrees in these subjects 
often go on to more practical training courses which lead to various kinds 
of professional qualifications. 

Text B 
Read the text. Discuss the main stages in the development of 
Britain’s university system. 

MODERN  UNIVERSITY  SYSTEM 

There are 90 universities in Great Britain today, compared with 47 in 
1990, and only seventeen in 1945. They fall into five broad categories: the 
medieval English universities, the medieval Scottish ones, the nineteenth-
century ‘redbrick’ ones, the previous polytechnics, and finally the 
twentieth-century ‘plate-glass’ universities. They are all private institutions, 
receiving direct grants from central government. 

The beginning of the modern university system came with the grant of a 
charter to the University of London in 1836. It consisted then of two 
recently-founded colleges, and others were added at various later dates. 
Another university, at Durham in the north, was founded in 1832, but it 
remained small until quite recently. The University of Wales was 
established in 1893, with one constituent college in each of two big towns 
and two small ones. In the nineteenth century more universities were 
established to respond to the greatly increased demand for educated people 
as a result of the Industrial Revolution and the expansion of the Britain’s 
overseas empire. Many of these were sited in the industrial centres, for 
example Birmingham, Manchester, Nottingham, Newcastle, Liverpool and 
Bristol. ‘Redbrick’ universities were built to provide a liberal education for 
poorer boys and to give technological training, while Oxford and 
Cambridge were more philosophical, classical and theological.  

During the nineteenth century colleges which were founded in the 
biggest English towns began to prepare students for external degrees of the 
University of London. At various dates between 1900 and 1962 these 
university colleges were granted charters as full universities, with the right 
to confer degrees on their own account. During the 1960s they all expanded 
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fast, and seven completely new universities were founded in addition, all of 
them establishing campuses on the edges of historic towns without much 
industry. Meanwhile, some of the local authorities’ technical colleges had 
developed their courses to a higher level, and eight of these were given 
their own charters in 1966-67. So within three years the number of 
universities in England doubled, to 32; and in Scotland too four new ones 
were added.  

As distinct from the colleges and polytechnics, the universities have 
always been independent of both local authorities and state. Each has a 
council as its affective governing body (composed of professors, lecturers’ 
and students’ representatives and local notables) and a vice-chancellor 
(appointed by the council) as an academic chief. Each university has its 
own organization, but usually there are about six faculties, each containing 
a group of departments (for example a faculty of Arts for history, English, 
philosophy and languages). 

Lecturers are appointed on the basis of their achievements in their first-
degree examinations and postgraduate research. Their security of tenure in 
their jobs is being reduced. A lecturer who produces published research 
papers which are praised by the academic community may be promoted to 
the grade of reader. To be appointed to a professor’s chair it is usually 
necessary to move to another university. Success in obtaining grants of 
money for research projects helps towards promotion. 

Apart from lecture courses the teaching is done mostly in laboratories or 
in tutorial groups for three or four students, or seminars for about ten.  
Students are required to write numerous essays or seminar papers, which 
maybe discussed in the group meetings. Some of these may be used for 
assessment towards the class of degree awarded. There are usually not 
more than twelve students for each teacher in a department, and there is 
plenty of personal contact between them. 

Each university’s faculties issue prospectuses describing their courses. 
Anyone wanting to enter a university gets copies of several of these and an 
application form from the Universities’ Central Council for Admissions, on 
which to enter applications for up to five courses in different universities. 
Applicants then go to visit the universities to which they have applied, and 
may be interviewed by lecturers, who eventually decide which of the 
applicants to accept, mainly on the basis of the grades obtained in the 
advanced-level certificate examinations. Each course has a quota of new 
students which ought not to be exceeded, so entry to each course is in effect 
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competitive. Perhaps as a result of this restricted entry, only about an 
eighth of students who start university courses fail to complete them. 

One new venture was the founding of a new independent university at 
Buckingham, 40 kilometres from the Oxford. It is financed entirely by 
students’ fees and private contributions, and by 1983 it was solidly 
established. It then received a charter enabling it to grant its own degrees. 
By the 1988 there were 700 students. They can cover the work of a normal 
three-year course in two years by having no long summer vacation. 

The great majority of students are in universities far from their homes; 
Bristol university has very few students who live near it, but many people 
who live in Bristol are at other universities. Each university has halls of 
residence with enough room for all or most of the first-year students, and in 
most cases for others too. For their last years of study most live in rented 
flats. 

The preference for studying at universities away from home is probably 
linked with the old importance of the boarding public schools, and with the 
old pre-eminence of Oxford and Cambridge, which were for so long the 
only universities in the country. 

In most universities students have their own ‘societies’ which are 
centres of cultural and recreation activity.  There are political, religious, 
dramatic, sporting and many other societies. Sporting activities are as 
varied and numerous as the societies, and there is keen rivalry between the 
colleges.  

Text C 
Read the text and discuss the information it contains. 

OXFORD  AND  CAMBRIDGE 

England is unusual among European countries in having had only two 
universities until 1820 – though there were already four in Scotland in the 
sixteenth century, when Scotland was still a separate kingdom. England’s 
two ancient universities, Oxford and Cambridge, were the only ones in the 
country for almost 500 years. They still have a special pre-eminence, as 
well as many characteristics peculiar to themselves, and are best considered 
separately. 

Oxford University dates from the Middle Ages. It was founded in the 
13th century as an aristocratic university. Now the University consists of 
39 colleges located in a beautiful city of Oxford on the river Thames about 
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fifty miles from London. Most of the Oxford colleges are fine buildings of 
grey or yellow stone with Merton college being the oldest which started in 
1264. 

Cambridge is situated at a distance of seventy miles from London, the 
great part of the town lies on the left bank of the river Cam crossed by 
several bridges. Cambridge University consists of 29 colleges, each of 
them is an autonomous body governed by its own laws. 

As recently as 1950 these two universities together had almost as many 
students as all the other English universities outside London. Now they 
have less than a tenth of all university students, but they have had a big 
influence on the development of the university system, including the use of 
small groups for teaching. 

Oxford and Cambridge are known for their tutorial system of education. 
The students have lectures and tutorials. Each student has a tutor who gives 
personal instructions to the students numbering not more than four. Every 
week the tutor and his students meet to discuss the work they have done, 
and to set the next week’s work. He requires from his students to write 
essays and papers on the subjects they are studying. Tutors are responsible 
for the students’ progress.  

The students of these universities make up one of the most elite elites in 
the world. Many great men such as Bacon, Milton, Cromwell, Newton, 
Byron, Darwin, Rutherford and many other scientists and writers were 
educated there as well as members of the Royal family.  Nowadays their 
pre-eminence is diminishing, but not extinct. They continue to attract many 
of the best brains and to mesmerise, an even greater number, mostly on the 
account of their prestige. Both universities grew gradually, as federation of 
independent colleges, most of which were founded in the fourteenth, 
fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. In both universities, however, new 
colleges are periodically established: Green College, Oxford (1979), and 
Robinson College, Cambridge (1977), so the universities are still growing.   

Keeping their old customs, all the students must wear black gowns and 
caps. They eat their meals in the college dining hall, a large room with long 
tables line the hall and at one end there is a raised platform on which is a 
special table for the Dons, known as the High Table. It is a great honour to 
be invited to dine at the High Table. 

Discipline out of college is the responsibility of two Dons appointed by 
the university, called Proctors. Each evening a Proctor with two assistants, 
called “Bulldogs”, in full morning dress and top hats, wanders about the 
town keeping an eye on the students’ behaviour.  
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These two ancient universities have, through the centuries, had a major 
role in English politics – Oxford more than Cambridge. Of the nine prime 
ministers since 1955 Mrs Thatcher was the seventh to have been to Oxford 
University. In 1988 her cabinet of twenty-one included seven who had been 
to Oxford, seven to Cambridge; two had been to old Scottish universities, 
one to London, none to any other university in England. The top civil 
servants have a similar background. This preponderance of Oxford and 
Cambridge graduates among the political elite (and among MPs in general) 
has declined, but it is still significant.  

With about 10,000 first-degree students each and over 2,000 
postgraduates Oxford and Cambridge are not big by modern standards. In 
most respects they are similar to each other so a general description of one 
could apply to the other as well.  

Apart from newly-developed small colleges for postgraduates, Oxford 
has more than twenty separate colleges, all rather like small independent 
universities. Sixteen of them already existed in 1600, when a few were 
already well over 200 years old, scattered among the streets of what is now 
the middle part of this town of about 100,000 people. Each college has 
within its precincts a hall, chapel, common rooms, library, lecture rooms, 
old and new buildings where half or two-thirds of the students and some 
staff live. Each college has between 200 and 400 undergraduate students 
and around thirty or more fellows (colloquially, ‘dons’), who teach small 
groups as well as forming the college governing body. Nearly all the 
fellows (called by some other title in a few colleges) also hold office as 
university lecturers or professors, and are paid partly by the university, 
partly by their colleges. For each subject there is a university organization 
resembling the departments in the other universities. Each college has a 
chief, who may be entitled Master, Warden, Provost, Rector, Principal, 
President or Dean 

For lecture courses, which are centrally organized, students go to other 
colleges or to the central lecture rooms, which are also used for the 
university’s examinations. Teaching and research in sciences must be 
mainly in university laboratories. 

All the colleges now take both men and women students, except for two 
of the five which were founded for women about 100 years ago. This 
change has been major revolution of the past twenty years; so too has been 
the modernization of the students’ rooms on the old college staircases, with 
proper plumbing, baths and central heating systems. 
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With their old college buildings Oxford and Cambridge are inevitably 
visited by countless tourists, who are allowed to go within some college 
precincts, including the best gardens, at least on summer afternoons. The 
fifteenth-century chapel of King’s College, Cambridge is one of England’s 
finest churches, and the chapel of Oxford’s grandest college (called Christ 
Church – or more familiarity and with a curious arrogance, ‘The House’) 
serves as the cathedral of the diocese. Oxford’s 400-year old Bodleian 
Library, like that of Cambridge, is entitled, by long-established law, to 
receive free of charge a copy of every book published in the United 
Kingdom. 

Some of the colleges in both universities are very wealthy, owing vast 
areas of land all over England. But much of the revenue from all this 
property is absorbed by the additional costs which arise form the 
maintenance of ancient buildings and providing everything that is needed 
for any university at an exceptionally high quality. For their basic 
expenditure Oxford and Cambridge, like other universities, became 
accustomed to dependence on the grants which the central government 
distributed in the period of expansion in roughly 1950–75. Since 1975 they, 
like other universities, have had to adapt themselves to steadily less 
generous government financing. 

The universities were encouraged to try to supplement their funds form 
non-government sources, particularly for research projects. They have tried 
hard, with some success, to fill their buildings with conferences in 
vacations.  

Text D 
Read the text.  Make up questions on the main facts of the text. 
Discuss your questions in pairs.  

THE  OPEN  UNIVERSITY 

There has been great progress with adult education in the country. For a 
long time university extra-mural departments have provided a great range 
of evening classes, in courses of varying length, often as joint ventures with 
the Workers’ Educational Association. Some of these classes are led by 
full-time extra-mural tutors, others by regular lecturers in their spare time. 
A recent change of policy has enabled some of these courses to end with 
formal examinations, and diplomas for the successful students. 
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The Open university developed quickly in the 1970s. It was devised to 
satisfy the needs of working people of any age who wish to study in their 
spare time for degrees.  It has a centre at the new town of Milton Kenyes, 
between Oxford and Cambridge. Its full-time staff have produced the 
whole library of short course-books which anyone can buy by post or from 
any major bookshop. They devise courses which they present on one of the 
BBC’s television channels and by radio. Most course work is run by part-
time tutors (many of whom are lectures at other universities ); these are 
scattered around the country, and meet students to discuss their work at 
regular intervals. There are short residential summer courses. The students 
are of all ages, some of them retired. They may spread their studies over 
several years, and choose their courses to suit their individual needs and 
preferences. Over 100,000 people are enrolled, in all parts of the country. 

The Open University has helped greatly towards the idea of education 
accessible to everyone who aspires to it, at every level. For those retired 
people who do not want to work for diplomas or degrees there is a 
University of the Third Age, with about 100 centres. It has almost no 
formal structure except a system of communication which helps small 
groups to form themselves spontaneously to study. It gets no government 
funds, and collects small subscriptions from its participants. 

Time and education 
Fashion in education change. The great rise of sociology in the 1960s 

soon collapsed, to be replaced by an even greater burgeoning of business 
studies and of training in the skills of management. Modern government 
policies cannot afford to neglect the role of education in developing the 
skills needed in the contemporary world – not only in applied sciences, but 
in the numeracy, at different levels, required in a world where computers 
have an increasing role, and also, in a quite different direction, in the ability 
to make effective use of language other than English.  

There is no doubt that more Dutch and Scandinavian people can 
perform better in English than the British can in any other language.  
The Japanese may be less competent with foreign languages even than the 
British, but their mathematical skills, as well as others, have been shown to 
be superior. 

It is partly for this reason that Mrs Thatcher’s government was rather 
more supportive in its attitude to the polytechnics than to the older 
universities. Most polytechnic students study applied science, management 
or business studies. Their provision for languages is in general directed to 
the development of practical competence, including ability to cope with the 
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special forms of language needed for aspects of the contemporary world’s 
activities. There is, in general, a new emphasis on the role of education in 
preparing people for their future functions in the economy. 

Text E 
Look through the text. Speak about higher educational 
establishments in Great Britain.  

TYPES  OF  UNIVERSITIES 

There are not important official or legal distinctions between the various 
types of university in the country. But it is possible to discern a few broad 
categories. 

Oxbridge 
This name denotes the universities of Oxford and Cambridge, both 

founded in the medieval period. They are federations of semi-independent 
colleges, each college having its own staff, known as ‘Fellows’. Most 
colleges have their own dining hall, library and chapel and contain enough 
accommodation for at least half of their students. The fellows teach the 
college students, either one-to-one-or in very small groups (known as 
‘tutorials’ in Oxford and ‘supervisions’ in Cambridge). Oxbridge has the 
lowest student/staff ratio in Britain. Lectures and laboratory work are 
organised at university level. As well as the college libraries, there are the 
two university libraries, both of which are legally entitled to a free copy of 
every book published in Britain. Before 1970 all Oxbridge colleges were 
single-sex (mostly for men). Now, the majority admit both sexes. 

The Old Scottish Universities 
Scotland is proud of its four ancient universities: Glasgow, Edinburgh, 

Aberdeen and St Andrews, all founded in the fifteenth and sixteenth 
centuries. The last of these resembles Oxbridge in many ways, while the 
other three are more like civic universities (see below) where most of the 
students live at home or find their own rooms in town. At all of them the 
pattern of study is closer to the continental tradition than to the English 
one – there is less specialization than at Oxbridge. Created with strong 
links with the ancient universities of continental Europe they followed their 
longer and broader course of studies. Even today Scottish universities 
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provide four-year undergraduate courses, compared with the usual three-
year courses in England and Wales. 

The Early Nineteenth-century English Universities 
Durham University was founded in 1832. Its collegiate living 

arrangements are similar to Oxbridge, but academic matters are organized 
at university level. The University of London started in 1836 with just two 
colleges. Many more have joined since, scattered widely around the city, so 
that each college (most are non-residential) is almost a separate university. 
The central organization is responsible for little more than exams and the 
awarding of degrees. 

The Older Civic (‘Redbrick’) Universities 
During the nineteenth century various institutes of higher education, 

usually with a technical bias, sprang up in the new industrial towns and 
cities such as Birmingham, Manchester and Leeds. Their buildings were of 
local material, often brick, in contrast to the stone of older universities 
(hence the name ‘redbrick’). They catered only for local people. At first, 
they prepared students for London University degrees, but later they were 
given the right to award their own degrees, and so became universities 
themselves. In the mid twentieth century they started to accept students 
from all over the country. 

The Campus Universities 
These are purpose-built institutions located in the countryside but close 

to towns. Examples are East Anglia, Lancaster, Sussex and Warwick. They 
have accommodation for most of their students on site and from their 
beginning, mostly in the early 1960s, attracted students from all over the 
country. (Many were known as centres of students protest in the late 1960 
and early 1970s.) They tend to emphasise relatively ‘new’ academic 
disciplines such as social sciences and to make greater use than other 
universities of teaching in small groups, often known as ‘seminars’. 

The Newer Civic Universities 
These were originally technical colleges set up by local authorities in 

the first sixty years of this century. Their upgrading to university status 
took place in two waves. The first wave occurred in the mid 1960s, when 
ten of them (e.g. Aston in Birmingham, Salford near Manchester and 
Strachclyde in Glasgow ) were promoted in this way. Then, in the early 
1970s, another thirty became ‘polytechnics’, which meant that as well as 
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continuing with their formers courses, they were allowed to teach degree 
courses (the degrees being awarded by a national body). In the early 1990s 
most of these (and also some other colleges) became universities. Their 
most notable feature is flexibility with regard to studying arrangements, 
including ‘sandwich’ courses (i.e. studies interrupted by periods of time 
outside education). They are now all financed by central government. 

The Open University 
This is one development in education in which Britain can claim to have 

led the world. It was started in 1969. It allows people who do not have the 
opportunity to be ordinary ‘students’ to study for a degree. Its courses are 
taught through television, radio and specially written course-books. Its 
students work with tutors, to whom they send their written work and with 
whom they then discuss it, either at meetings or through correspondence. In 
the summer, they have to attend short residential courses of about a week. 

Task 1. 
Practice the following questions  –  answers: 

What degree of success can you expect from the Open University? 

The short answer is “a lot”. BA degrees from the Open University carry 
the same value as those from “Oxbridge or any redbrick university. The 
main difference is that you learn at home, not at a full-time college.  

Once you’ve earned your degree, you’ll be much more valuable to an 
employer, either current or future. Plus, of course, you will have the self-
satisfaction of having reached a personal-goal and you will probably have 
discovered new things about yourself. 

What does studying for an OU degree mean? 

To be honest, it means a great deal of hard work. But don’t be 
discouraged. since it was started, some fifteen years ago, over 65,000 
people have been awarded degrees. The subjects covered range through 
arts, social sciences, education, mathematics, science and technology. 

The university genuinely is open to everyone. It doesn’t matter what 
your background is, not do you need ’O’ or ‘A’ levels. 

Everyone is equal at the OU and previous academic achievements are 
not necessary. All we ask is that you are 21 years old or older and that, you 
live in the UK. 
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“Distance Teaching” – how does it work? 

The majority of your course will come through the post-specially 
commissioned, high quality teaching material to help you study at home. 
There are TV and radio broadcasts and home experiment kits for some of 
the subjects. 

At the OU, we’ve gained a worldwide reputation for our advanced 
“distanced teaching ” methods. Its experience which we know will be of 
great value to you. 

Would I ever have personal tuition? 

Of course you would. There are over 5,000 part-time tutors around the 
country and one will be assigned to you. 

The OU also has local study centres and a national network of fully 
staffed regional offices. Some courses even have a one-week residential 
summer school. 

How many? How long? How much? 

In all there are 138 courses from which you can choose, each of one 
running from February until November. On passing you are awarded a 
‘credit’. To achieve your degree you must gain six credits in all. 

The fees vary but all are subsidized. There are easy payment methods 
available and grants could be provided for those on a low income or 
unemployed. 

How successful have others been? 

People study for different reasons. Some purely for the broadening of 
their knowledge or the developing of their minds: others because they wish 
to further their career. More than half of our graduates have reported a 
significant career benefit since gaining their degree.  

And practically everyone acknowledges the new confidence and 
awareness the OU study experience has given them. You could start to 
share that reward this year. Place on the courses are limited and it’s 
essentially first come, first come, first served. 

So send the coupon for the FREE Guide for Applicants to: The Open 
University PO Box 48, Milton Keynes, MK7 6AB. 
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Task 2. 
a) Study the questions and the information given above. 
b) Ask questions for receiving information about all other 

types of universities you know in Britain. Work in pairs. 

Vocabulary Practice 

Ex. 1.  a) Read the international words and guess their meaning. Mind the 
stress. 

faculty special philosophy 
student liberal autonomous 
course normal selection 
centre modern department 
session private finance 
popular history material 
interview interesting theology 
technological university theological 
examination institution chemical 
innovation education  

b) Pronounce correctly the following geographical names: 
England Kent Manchester 
Oxford Essex Birgmingham 
Cambridge Sussex Nottingham 
London York Lancaster 
Durham Leeds Stradfordshire 

Ex. 2.  Complete the list of derivatives. Use a dictionary if necessary. 
verb noun (agent) noun (concept) 
to found founder foundation 
to examine – – – – – – 
to govern – – – – – – 
to build – – – – – – 
to graduate  – – – – – – 
to approach – – – – – – 
to regulate – – – – – – 
to research – – – – – – 
to innovate – – – – – – 
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Ex. 3.  Pair the words in column B with the ones from column A. 
A B 

3. education 1. staff 
1. appointment 2. curriculum 
5. academic 4. technological 
2. control 3. liberal 
6. grant 5. session 
7. job 6. student 
4. training 7. summer 
8. outside 8. work 
9. degree 9. Bachelor’s 

Ex. 4.  Decide which of the verbs you would use with the noun phrases you 
have identified in ex. 3.  

to give, to provide, to have, to make, to pass, to receive, to take, to do, to 
get 

Ex. 5.  Add nouns from the box to the following adjectives to form noun 
phrases. 

faculties,    council,    university,    institution,    approach,    eminence,        
session,      grant,      authority,      support 

special, modern, private, independent, governing, various, financial, local, 
personal, academic 

Ex. 6.  How are the following ideas expressed in the text? 
1. a place of education at the highest level   (university) 
2. part of the year when teaching is given at a university (session) 
3. a curse of study offered in a college, university  (curriculum) 
4. the ability, power or right, to control and command (authority) 
5. a spoken  or written test  of knowledge   (exam) 
6. a title given by a university     (degree) 
7. to be in charge of some work     (to run) 

Ex. 7.  Match English and Russian equivalents. 
1. higher education a) частные учебные заведения 
2. academic session b) сдавать экзамены 
3. research center c) местные власти 
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4. private institution d) получить техническую подготовку 
5. university curriculum e) современный подход 
6. to receive grants f) получить финансовую помощь 
7. local authority g) руководить факультетом 
8. to pass exams h) получать стипендию 
9. to provide liberal education i) учебный план университета 

10. to give technological training j) высшее образование 
11. modern approach k) сессия, учебный год 
12. to receive financial support l) научный центр 
13. to run the department m) обеспечить гуманитарное 

образование 

Ex. 8.  Choose the best alternative to complete the following sentences. 
1. There are forty/fifty universities in Britain. 
2. The division between universities is sharp/vague. 
3. The schools/universities became popular because of their modern 

approach to university plans/curriculum. 
4. Every university is autonomous/subordinate. 
5. The number and type of faculties differ/are the same from university 

to university. 
6. The admission to universities is by examination/free. 
7. Every student may receive from the local authority/state authority of 

the place where he lives/studies a personal grant. 

Ex. 9.  Complete the following sentences by adding the phrases given in 
part B. 

A. 
1. Among the English universities Oxford and Cambridge have a 

special eminence and … 
2. The division between Oxford and Redbrick is sharp and … 
3. Redbrick universities were built to provide … 
4. “The new universities” quickly became popular … 
5. Every university is independent … 
6. Each university decides … 
7. The Department of Education and Science has no control … 
8. Students who pass examinations at the end of three or four years of 

study … 
9. Universities are centers of research and … 

10. Almost all British universities are similar to Russian ones with … 
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B.  
a) central administration in the main building. 
b) many postgraduates are engaged in research for higher degree. 
c) get Bachelor’s degree. 
d) over their regulations, curriculum, examinations of staff or the way 

they spend money. 
e) how many students it supposes to admit. 
f) and responsible only to its own governing council. 
g) because of their modern approach to university courses. 
h) a liberal education for the poorer boys and to give technological 

training. 
i) essentially a class one. 
j) they are different from the others. 

Ex. 10.  Choose the best way to complete the sentences. 
1. The two … universities in England are Oxford and Cambridge. 

a) oldest b) youngest  c) biggest 

2. Redbrick universities were built … a liberal education. 
a) to provide b) to give c) to improve 

3. The universities which were … after the second World War are 
called “the new universities”. 

a) to call b) to find c) to build 

4. All British Universities are … institutions. 
a) financial b) state c) private 

5. The … to the Universities is by examination or selection. 
a) admission b) regulation c) innovation 

6. Some universities are popular for their … approach to university 
courses. 

a) classical b) modern c) conservative 

7. Most students take … in summer for about six weeks. 
a) exams b) job c) accommodation 

8. The students … grants. 
a) spend b) receive c) pay 
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9. The British government doesn’t think … more new universities. 
a) to build b) to reconstruct c) to find 

10. Professors in Russian universities … the departments. 
a) form b) govern c) run 

Ex. 11.  Mark the statements which are “true”. 
1. All British Universities are state institutions. 
2. The admission to the University is by selection. 
3. The Department of Education and Science controls the curriculum. 
4. The number and type of faculties is the same at all British 

universities. 
5. The British government does not think to build new universities. 
6. Students never work in summer. 
7. Students have to pay fees and living costs. 
8. The first postgraduate degree is that of Master. 
9. All Russian universities re similar to British ones. 

10. Councils help the Rector to govern the University. 

Ex. 12.  Answer the following questions. 
1. What types of institutions of higher education in Great Britain do 

you know? 
2. What faculties are there in a British university? 
3. The University grants its own degree, doesn’t it? 
4. What was the main task of London University after its foundation? 
5. What is the normal duration of a first degree course? 
6. What is B.A.? When is it awarded? 
7. What is M.A.? When is it awarded? 
8. What id the difference between an undergraduate and a graduate? 
9. Who is teaching in the university provided by? 

10. What is the difference between a residential and non-residential 
college? 

11. What is the Doctor of Philosophy awarded for? 
12. What system are the oldest universities of Great Britain based on? 
13. What does the tutorial system mean? 
14. What does the tutor require his students to do? 
15. What is the role of Oxbridge in the country? 
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16. Why did “redbrick” and “modern” universities appear in the 
country? 

17. I wonder if the students get scholarships in Great Britain?  
18. What does a student grant depend on? 
19. Who can become a student of Oxbridge as a rule? 
20. Why do the students prefer to study far from their homes? 

Ex. 13.  Ask questions for the following answers. 
1. Oxford and Cambridge. 
2. Tutorial system. 
3. Once or twice a week. 
4. B.A. 
5. The Doctor of Philosophy. 
6. Undergraduates. 
7. The tutor. 
8. In the 19th century. 
9. They want to be independent. 

10. As a rule full grant is enough to cover tuition fees and some of the 
living expenses. 

11. 90 universities. 
12. To satisfy the needs of working people. 
13. Four ancient universities. 
14. There are TV ands radio broadcasts for them. 

Ex. 14.  Choose someone to act as a guide and answer the visitors’ 
questions. 

What are (is) 

Could you explain to me 

Can you tell me more about 

Could you explain… 

What do you mean by … 

Where are (were) … 

the oldest British universities 
Redbrick Universities 
“the new universities” 
private institutions 
university degree 
universities as centers of research 
government support to universities 
the admission to university 
the history of British universities 
the university governor in Russian universities 
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Ex. 15.  Speak on the universities in Great Britain. Include the following 
points. 

1) Types of universities in Great Britain: 
Oxford, Cambridge, to be founded, to be known, to date from, to have 
special eminence, to be different from, the University of London, Redbrick 
universities, to provide, to give technological training. 

2) The governing council: 
private institutions, independent and autonomous, to be responsible to, to 
control, regulations, curriculum, examinations, appointment of staff, the 
number and type of faculties, to suppose, to admit. 

3) Students’ life: 
to receive grants, to pay fees and living costs, a personal grant, to take jobs, 
to pass examinations, to get Bachelor’s or Master’s degree, to be engaged 
in research. 

4) The system of government: 
to build new universities, a tendency, to expand, an interesting innovation, 
administration, professors, rector, deans, to run the university, council. 

Ex. 16.  Discuss the following: 
1. Would you say that people in your country are more or less enthusiastic 

about university education than they are in Britain? 

2. In what ways has the pursuit of equality for all affected the development 
of the educational system in Britain? Would you say that there is 
equality of opportunity in the present system? 

3. What would you say are the successes and failures of the British 
educational system? What things, if any, does it appear to do well, and 
what areas does it seem to neglect or do badly in? 

4. In 1989 the Government produced a scheme for a change in the system 
of financial help to students in higher education.  The money value of 
the grant would in future not be increased to take account of inflation 
but students will be able to receive loans from state funds to make up 
the difference. Each student’s repayment of a loan would depend on the 
student’s earnings. Taking account of the cost of administering this 
scheme, is it a good idea? Or would it be better to continue with grants 
big enough to cover the total cost of studying?  
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5. Relatively few children of manual workers receive higher-level 
education. What prospect is there of changing this? 

6. Oxford and Cambridge Universities and their difference from the 
Modern Universities. 

7. Your opinion of the tutorial system of Oxford and Cambridge, its 
advantages and drawbacks if any. 

8. Compare the course of studies at your  faculty with the studies in one of 
the faculties at Oxbridge or any other British university.  

9. Imagine that you are speaking to a foreign student who is interested in 
the students’ life in Belarus. What would you tell him about your studies 
and life, and what would you like to ask him about? 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
Students in Great Britain take public examination known as General 

Certificate of Secondary Education (GCSE) and Advanced (‘A’) level. 
Those who want to go to university usually take from 5–7 subjects for 
GCSE at 16, and three subjects at ‘A’ levels when there are 18. In order to 
enter a university or polytechnic in Britain, you are expected to have two or 
three ‘A’ levels with good marks. The only subject that is compulsory for 
university entrance is English at GCSE, but Mathematics is often required. 

Tasks  
1. Look at the chart below, which shows the ten most popular 

subjects with boys and girls in Britain  at GCSE and ‘A’ level. Then 
answer the questions that follow. 

GCSE 
Boys 
English 
Mathematics 
Physics 
Geography 
English Literature 
Chemistry 
Biology 
History 
French 
Art and Design 

 
Girls  
English 
Mathematics 
Biology 
English Literature 
French 
Geography 
Art and Design 
History 
Chemistry 
Physics 

‘A’ level 
Boys 
Mathematics 
Physics 
Chemistry 
Economics 
General Studies 
Geography 
English 
Biology 
History 
Art 

 
Girls 
English 
Biology  
History 
Mathematics 
General Studies 
French 
Chemistry 
Economics 
Art 
Geography 
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a  Which of these subjects would you call, ‘science subjects’ and which 
would you call ‘arts subjects’? Do you noticed any preference among 
boys and girls for one or the other? 

b  What other subjects would you expect to find in the school curriculum? 
(e.g. other modern languages, ancient languages, religious or civic 
studies, other arts subjects) 

c  Which three subjects would you take at ‘A’ level if you wanted to be the 
following?  

a  a doctor 
b  an economist 
c  an interpreter 
d  a journalist 
e  an engineer 

f  an actor 
g  a priest 
h  a naturalist 
i  a painter 
j  a businessman 

Note that they would not necessarily be among the most popular 
subjects listed here. 

d  Which subjects did you or do you enjoy most at school? Why? Is it 
because you were or are good at them, or for other reasons? 

2. Before reading the passage, look at the charts showing how 
education is organized in Britain and read the notes underneath. 
Compare the system with the system in your country before going on. 

Age Public Sector (State education) Private Sector (Independent schools) 

3–5  Playschool, kindergarten 

5–11 Primary school Preparatory school 

11–18 Comprehensive school  
Grammar school 
Secondary-modern school 

Public school 
Other authorized independent schools 

18+ University, College of Further Education, Technical college, Polytechnic 
 
Notes: Education is compulsory from 5 to 16. About 25 %–30 % stay on at school 

beyond this age and about 15 % are in full-time education at the age of 20; 10% go 
to university. About 80 % of children in the public sector go to comprehensive 
schools. A few Local Education Authorities still retain separation of students into 
grammar school and secondary-modern school pupils according to their level.  
Preparatory schools are supposed to ‘prepare’ children for education at a public 
school. 
Public schools were originally founded by public benefactors to educate poor 
children. In the 19th century, most of them were transformed into foundation which 
are privately run. They are non-profit making, but parents pay fees for their 
children’s education. 
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Colleges of education or teacher-training colleges train teachers.  
Technical colleges and polytechnics offer courses in practical and scientific 
subjects. Polytechnics award degrees.  
University and Polytechnic degree courses last three or four years; the degrees are 
BA (Bachelor of Art) or BSc (Bachelor of Science).  
Postgraduate courses exist for the degree of MA (Master of Arts), MSc (Master of 
Science) and PhD (Doctor of Philosophy). 

3. The three passages that follow refer to one person’s education 
in England. Make sure that you understand the meaning of all the 
words and phrases in different type. Answer the questions in each 
case, but at all times compare this account with your own experience. 

Primary school 
When I first went to school at the age of three, kindergartens were not 

playschools. I played in the playground, but before I got to primary school 
I had learned to read and write. At the primary school, there were 
42 children in the class; nowadays, the average is 25. We had regular tests, 
with marks, and discipline was strict. The teacher had a cane, which he 
used if anyone talked or did not pay attention. We did not wear uniform, 
like the children at preparatory schools, except for a cap, which had the 
school badge on it. The school’s main aim was to prepare children for the 
11-plus exam. In the days before comprehensive schools were introduced, 
all the children in the country took this, and according the results, were sent 
to different types of secondary school. I went to what was called a direct-
grant school; this was a public school that accepted over 80 % of its intake 
from state primary schools; the Local Education Authority paid the fees, 
instead of the parents. 
a  Do you go to a kindergarten or playschool? What did you do there? 
b  How many children were there in your class at primary school? 
c  Did you have a lot of tests and exams? Were you given marks regularly 

for your work? 
d  Did you wear a uniform? 
e  Was there corporal punishment of any kind? (see example here) 
f  Do you think the system at any time was a fair one? Do you think 

children should be separated at the age of 11 according to an estimate of 
their ability based on one examination? 

g  The primary school was co-educational, with boys and girls, but not in 
the same classes! The direct-grand school only accepted boys. Do you 
see any advantages of this, or any disadvantage? 



 47 

Public School 
Life at public school was quite different. We had uniforms, and if we did 

not wear our caps, we were put in detention or given extra work or some 
other form of punishment. Instead of hours of arithmetic and reading and 
writing, we had 45-minute periods of various subjects. We went to school 
six days a week, and there were compulsory games on Wednesday and 
Saturdays, always the same two games, rugby and cricket. We had an hour’s 
homework every night, and sometimes it took longer because we had to 
learn speeches from Shakespeare by heart. But the hours were short. I 
cycled the five kilometers to school and was usually home by 4.15. In one 
respect, this school was like a primary school in those days; it was very com-
petitive, though at public school those who got the best marks got prizes. 
All of us were expected to specialize at an early age in order to concentrate 
on the subject that we would need for university entrance. As a result I can 
count almost as fast as a pocket calculator – I learnt that at primary school – 
but I know nothing of algebra and geometry or physics or chemistry. 

When I was about 17, I began to like school. It had beautiful grounds 
and magnificent playing fields, and suddenly the head and the teachers 
began to treat us like grown-up people. We had to arrive on time so as not 
to be marked absent in the attendance register, but otherwise we were 
free to pursue our studies more or less as we like. There were no more 
compulsory games, but plenty of opportunities to take part in other sports 
we preferred. The only thing we were expected to do in return was to win a 
scholarship to university so that the school could put our names on a big 
‘honors board’ in golden letters! 
a  Did you/do you go to school six days a week? Were/are games 

compulsory? 
b  How was/is the curriculum organized? How many periods did/do you 

have of different subjects? 
c  Is it common for children to have to learn things by heart in your 

country? What sort of things? 
d  Is there a lot of specialization in secondary schools? Do you think this is 

a good thing? 
e  Why do you think there is a difference in meaning between a playground 

and playing fields? What are grounds in this context? 
f  What do you think an ‘honors board’ was, and why was it important to 

the school? Why do you think they used ‘gold letters’? 
g  What sort of sports facilities do you think a school should have? Should 

games be compulsory? If so, what choice of games should be offered to 
students? 
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University 
Students from others countries that I met at university often took a long 

time to get used to the system. The university terms lasted only six months 
and you were free to do what you liked in the vacations. Attendance at 
lectures was optional, and the only compulsory assignment was to write 
an essay once a week and present it to your tutor. The idea was that you 
were not supposed to be there to obtain an academic qualification, but to 
extend your knowledge of your subject in your own way. It was all there in 
the libraries and laboratories and lecture halls if you looked for it. A 
poor American student who had attended all the tutor’s lectures once 
reproduced them almost word for word in his essay, and the tutor said: ’I 
know what I think. What do you think? The life of an undergraduate was 
relaxing and enjoyable, but you had to work things out for yourself.’  
Note: In British universities, there is normally only one Professor for a given 

subject; other university teachers are called lectures. They are also tutors 
when they give individual students classes in small numbers. 

a  Is this system similar to that of university in your country? If not, what 
are the differences? 

b  Why do you think people go to university? Do you think they go for the 
right reasons? 

c  What did the American student’s tutor expect him to do? How do you 
suppose this differed from system he was used to?  

Revision 
Complete the sentences, using the correct word or phrase from 
those you have seen above. To help you, the first letter of each word 
is given. 
1. He wants to be a doctor so he is doing three science s________s at 

GCSE, b________, c_______, and p_________. 
2. When he has got his d_________ at university, he wants to do a 

postgraduate c_________ in Germany. 
3. I’ll give you back your e_________ papers when I’ve made a note of 

the m_______s you obtained. It was a difficult t______, so you did quite 
well. 

4. The little children at the k_______ were playing games in the p______. 
5. He went to a school where the children wore blue and yellow 

u________, and the boys had gold b_______s on their c______. 
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6. If you don’t pay a_________ to what I’m saying, I’ll put you in 
d________ and you’ll have to do some e________ work. 

7. Where were you in first p_______ this morning? I’ve marked you as 
a_______ in the r________. 

8. I enjoyed his l______ at the Shakespeare Conference in Stratford.  
Yes, he’s one of the best l______s at the university. I expect he’ll 
become the p_______ one day.  

9. He wanted his son to study at university but he couldn’t afford to pay 
the f_______s so he was delighted when the boy won a s_______, 
which covered the cost. 

10. Terminology is different at university from what we said at school. At 
school we said ‘holidays’, but here they say ‘v_______s’; the t_______ 
here is like the form teacher at school; there they told us to write 
compositions, here they ask us to write e____s; and there they talked 
about homework, but here it’s an a_______. 

Focus words and phrases 

absent-minded 
adult education 
brainy 
bright 
brilliant 
bully(v) 
class 
classroom 
clever 
co-educational 
college 
comprehensive school 
daft 
degree 
distinction 
dim 
discipline 
disruptive 
doctorate 
dyslexic 

education 
evening class 
exam 
fail 
first degree 
further education 
genius 
get into (university) 
get a place at 
gifted 
graduate 
headmaster 
headmistress 
head teacher 
higher education 
high school 
idiotic 
illiterate 
intelligent 
kindergarten 

learning difficulties 
lecture 
lecturer 
lecture theatre 
master 
mistress 
moronic 
numeracy 
nursery school 
pass 
pay attention 
play truant 
playground 
polytechnic 
postgraduate 
preparatory school 
primary school 
private school 
professor 
public school 

pupil 
reception class 
resit 
school 
secondary school 
silly 
single-sex school 
sixth form 
slow learned 
special needs 
state school 
student 
stupid 
teacher 
teacher’s pet 
technical college 
test 
thick 
tutor 
university 

be sent down from university 
cram from an exam 

(his) mind keeps wondering 
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Word Check 
I. 1. How many adjectives can you find? Divide them into ‘good’ 

adjectives, ‘bad’ adjectives, and ‘neutral’ adjectives according to your 
own opinion. Show your list to someone else. Do they agree with 
your categorizations? 

2. Use at least two of the Focus Phrases to describe an experience in 
your own education. 

3. a. Find all the nouns that refer to people who teach. Find all the nouns 
that describe where they might teach. 

b. Have a balloon debate. All of the people who teach are in balloon 
which is losing air and can only support the weigh of the person. 
Discuss who should be thrown out of the balloon, and who should 
survive. 

II. 1. Using a dictionary, decide which of the words in the box can go in 
which sections of the chart. You can put words in more than one 
column. 

kindergarten             high school              college              playground 
nursery school               comprehensive                  public school 
preparatory school             sixth form                   reception class 

evening classes         polytechnic           technical college        university 
master        mistress         teacher        lecture        professor          tutor 
head teacher           headmaster           headmistress           deputy head 

student          pupil             graduate           postgraduate           doctorate 
playground                  classroom                lecture theatre 

 
Pre-school Education  
(0–5) 

 

Primary Education  
(5–11) 

 

Secondary Education  
(11–16+) 

 

Further Education  
Higher Education  
Adult Education  

2. Some of the words in the box refer to private education in Britain 
rather than state education. Which are they? 
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III. In Britain there are first degrees (where you are called a Bachelor of …), 
postgraduate degrees (where you are called a Master of … or Doctor of 
Philosophy) and medical degrees. What do you think the following 
letters mean?  
a BSc e BA 
b BEd f MA 
c MSc g MPhil 
d MD h PhD 

IV. Recent reports have shown that in Britain some (but not all) private 
schools have better exam results than state schools, and girls sometimes 
do better academically at single-sex schools than at co-educational 
schools. For boys there is no difference. 
On the basis of the above information and your own opinions, which 
square of the chart below would you choose for your child? Why? 

 Private State 
Single-sex   
Co-educational   

V. Describe the education of some or all of the following people. 
a  yourself  
b  your mother or father 
c  a rock and/or movie star 
d  a famous historical figure from your country 
Say what kind of education establishment(s) you/they went to and how 

you/they got on there. 

VI. 1. Read the conversations and put the children’s names into the correct 
columns. 

HEADTEACHER: 
MISS KEANE: 
 

How’s your class getting on, Miss Keane? 
Well, how can I put it? Samantha’s a very slow learner, Tom’s 
permanently disruptive, Jemma’s illiterate, Sarah never pays 
attention, Jeffrey has numeracy problems, Sasha goes to the 
special needs teacher because she’s too brainy, Dual’s mind keeps 
wondering, Stella is conscientious but seems to have learning 
difficulties, Bill’s so absent-minded he forgets his own name, 
Mary’s dyslexic, and the Mishram sisters (Penny and Jasmin) seem 
to have no concept of discipline at all. Otherwise the class is fine. 
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Behaviour problem Learning problem 
  

2. Say in your own words what Miss Keane thinks the problem is with 
each pupil. 

VII. 1. Decide where the following words describing clever and not so 
clever people should go on the grid below. 

clever       brainy      intelligent        bright          a  genius         brilliant 
gifted       thick       silly        idiotic        stupid        daft          dim 

moron                           absent-minded 
 

very clever 
 

                                                          x   brainy 
 
 

formal English                                                                                       informal English 
 
 
 

very unintelligent 
 

2. Can you make the adjectives into nouns by adding appropriate 
suffixes? 

VIII. 1. How would your teachers have described you if they had wanted to be: 
i   negative 
ii  positive 

2. Describe a fellow pupil from your early school years who had 
either behaviour or learning problems. 

IX.    1. Which verbs go with which nouns? Tick the boxes. 
 test  exam degree distinction school  university 
cram for       
get       
get into       
get a place in       
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expel from       
exclude from       
send down from       
take       
pass       
fail       
resit       

2. What can you put between the verbs and the nouns? The, a or 
nothing? 

X.    Use expressions from exercise 11 to complete these exchanges. 
1. How well did you do in the test? 

Oh, I’m afraid I __________it. I’m going to have to do it again. 
2. You look happy! 

Yes, I’ve just ___________Cambridge University. 
3. Why were you ____________university? 

Because I cheated in the final exams. 
4. Have you got your exam results yet? 

Yes, and I did better than I thought I __________. 

XI. What do you call the following? 
1) an education at university 

a _________ education 
4) a tie from the school the 

____________ tie 
2) the room where the exam 

is the ________ room 
5) the team from the school the 

___________ team 
3) a test of a new car a 

_________ run 
6) a situation in which you are tested 

emotionally a _________ situation 

XII. 1. Which is the worst of these activities, in your opinion? 
i    playing truant 
ii   being the teacher’s pet 
iii  being bullied 

2. Now discus the following: 
i    What is the best memory you have from your schooldays? 
ii   What is the worst? 
iii  What subjects were you best at? 
iv  What subjects were you worst at? 
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XIII. Is school a good experience or a bad experience according to these 
two passages? Do you agree with either or both of them? 

In school we are taught that valuable 
learning is the result of attendance; that the 
value of learning increases with the amount 
of input; and, finally, that this value can be 
measured and documented by grades and 
certificates. 

In fact, learning is the human activity 
which least needs manipulation by others. 
Most learning is not the result of instruction. 
It is rather the result of unhampered parti-
cipation in a meaningful setting. 

Ivan Illich    Deschooling Society 

We don’t need no education 
We don’t need no thought control 
No dark sarcasm in the classroom 
Teacher leave them kids alone 
Hey teacher leave them kids alone. 

Pink Floyd   Another Brick in the Wall 

XIV. Read the text and put these words in the blanks. Use them 
once unless otherwise indicated. 

as        at         by        in(2)      on      off         out of         
outside          through 

As for the rest, I gradually switched A) ______. Arithmetic, algebra and 
geometry I did so well B) ________ that my total mark in three exams one 
year was three per cent. Maths could be made tolerable only C) ______ 
boring holes in the master’s chalk with the point of a compass, then 
packing the hole with the heads of matches and filling the end with 
chalkdust so that the chalk would explode like a firework as he wrote his 
obscure theorems D) _____ the blackboard. German was memorable only 
for the odd little master who cycled to work and parked his bike E) ______ 
the classroom window. During the time it took him to walk along the 
outside of the building to the entrance and then back along the corridor to 
the classroom the trick was to haul his bike F) ______ the window, take it 
to pieces and then lay the bits on his desk. We did it once too often and he 
stormed G) _______ the classroom to fetch the Dead, but by the time the 
two masters returned it had been reassembled and put back through the 
window H) _____ its original parking place. History I could have enjoyed 
but they never told you any of the interesting stuff: that Napoleon was 
I) ______ agony the night before Waterloo and got no sleep because he had 
to lie on his stomach; or that Wellington had a reputation J) ______ a 
womanizer. Instead it was all: Battle of Austerlitz 1805, Battle of Waterloo 
1815, Congress of Aix-la-Chapelle 1818. I picked up my schoolbag at night 
but it would never be opened until it returned to the classroom the next day. 
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Comprehension Check 
1. Find three things about the writer’s schooldays that were different 

from your own experience. 
2. Either explain the trick with the chalk, or the trick with the master’s 

bike. 
3. What is Waterloo, when was it and who took part? 
4. List three important dates that pupils in your country always learn. 

TEXTS  
FOR READING, COMPREHENSION, DISCUSSION 

Text 1 
In late 1989 Britain decided to follow the example of most other 

countries and introduce a National Curriculum into schools. Read the 
extract below and answer the questions. 

THE  NATIONAL  CURRICULUM 

For most of this century primary and secondary schools in England and 
Wales have been able to determine their own curriculum (albeit under the 
supervision of one of the 104 Local Education Authorities, the city and 
county councils responsible for running schools). Teachers and heads, after 
varying degrees of consultation with their school governors, have been free 
to decide whether to teach maths on Monday morning or English on 
Thursday afternoon; which books and teaching methods they will use; how 
much time to allocate to each activity; and whether to teach academic 
subjects like history and geography separately, study interdisciplinary 
topics like 'Our Town', 'Health Education' and The Environment' or, more 
usually, do both. 

The arguments for and against a National Curriculum have been well 
aired during the last few years. Supporters claimed that, since we were one 
of the few countries in Europe which did not have one, it was about time 
we came into line; that children who moved schools would simply carry on 
where they had left off; that teachers would have the security of an agreed 
structure within which to work; that parents and employers would be able 
to see what had been covered during schooling; that children would have 
an entitlement to study a foreign language or science, rather than it being 
left to the whim of individual schools. 
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Critics feared that teachers' imagination and commitment would be 
inhibited if they were told what to teach; that it might be more difficult to 
relate teaching to children's needs and interests, producing clones rather 
than individuals; that a government approved curriculum could be the first 
step towards the teaching of 'State-think'; that a curriculum conceived 
around single academic subjects might rule out interesting topic and project 
work, especially in the primary schools, where it was a proud tradition; that 
planning was being dominated by the requirement for children to be given 
national tests at the ages of seven, eleven and fourteen and sixteen. 

The Subjects 
From the autumn, schools must teach nine subjects to all pupils aged  

5–14; three core subjects: English, maths and science and six foundation 
subjects: technology and design, history, geography, music, art and 
physical education, plus a modern foreign language to secondary pupils. 

Religious education will have to be offered by all schools. Children will 
also have time to study, subjects outside the National Curriculum such as a 
second modern foreign language, Latin or the so-called 'technical and 
vocational educational initiatives'. The main difference between core and 
foundation subjects is that pupils will spend longer each week on core 
subjects, about 12 periods for each in secondary schools. Cross curricular 
and 'theme' work, especially in primary schools, will still be possible. 

Levels And Targets 
All National Curriculum subjects will have Attainment Targets (goals 

showing what children should know or do) at each stage and Programmes 
of Study (descriptions of what they should be taught).  For music, art and 
physical education the guidelines will be broader and may not have the 
statutory backing given to other subjects. 

Tasks 
1. a. According to the article what were the five arguments against a 

National Curriculum? 
b. What are ‘core’ and ‘foundation’ subjects? 
c. What is the difference between them? 

2. a. Do you think a National Curriculum is a good idea? Why/why not? 
b. Discuss the differences between this system and the system in your 

country. 
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3.  Match the words from the text in a to j to their equivalents in i to x. 
a   curriculum i      stopped 
b   interdisciplinary/cross-curriculum ii     be allowed to 
c    came into line iii    a course of study  
d   left off iv    concerned with a job 
e   have an entitlement v     stop/put an end to 
f   whim vi    across different subjects 
g   inhibited vii   conform 
h   clones viii  restricted 
i   rule out ix    parts of the same 
j   vocational x     sudden desire 

4.  Read the following extracts in which Paula and Nicholas talk about 
teaching in schools. Then answer the questions and discuss what they 
said with someone else. 

Paula 
Yes, I think in certain subjects it’s important to stream people because 
the more intelligent are held back by the slower and the slower are 
intimidated by the people who are brighter. In certain things it’s 
important to mix abilities because it all depends on your opinion in 
some subjects, not on how bright you are, but in things like maths and 
probably languages I think it’s important to separate them so people can 
go at their own speed.  
a   i    What word does Paula use to describe separating pupils according 

to ability? 
ii   What word does she use to describe ‘intelligent’ pupils? 
iii  What can happen to these pupils, according to Paula? 

b   Do you agree with her? 
Nicholas 

I think perhaps we tend to sort of specialize in our subjects too early and 
I reckon we should carry on doing about, well, the whole curriculum of 
subjects until we’re 18 as they do in, you know, France, because I think 
you sort of specialize in languages. Perhaps you’re good at it but you’re 
just so specialized yet you have no sort of education of anything else 
and I think this is a bad thing really. They should be sort of generally 
fully educated by the time you leave school and not just in one 
particular area. 
c   Do you agree with Nicholas? Why/why not? 
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Paula 
I think a lot more subjects could be made more relevant to the world, to 
the life we live. Languages I think ought to be taught with more 
emphasis on the oral side. I mean the orals’ only a very small part of the 
exams and we don’t often speak the language in our lessons, we just 
write it. I mean, it’s all very well to get it grammatically correct but 
you’ve got to be able to speak it if you want to use the language.  
d   Why do students not speak foreign languages very much in the 

classroom? 
e   Do you agree that ‘being grammatically correct’ is not the only 

important thing in language learning? 
f   Do you agree with Paula? 

5.  Write a short essay discussing the differences between lessons in your 
country and in Britain. Consider what is taught and how well schooling 
in your country prepares students for future life and work. Describe the 
curriculum at schools in your country. How similar is it to the National 
Curriculum in England and Wales? 

Text 2 
Before you read, talk with your colleagues about your first school. How 

old were you when you started? What did you think of it? Can you 
remember your first day there? 

Now read the text. It was written by Winston Churchill (1874–1965), 
and is from his autobiography My Early Life. He describes his first day at 
school, when he was seven. 

WINSTON  CHURCHILL'S  PREP  SCHOOL 

The school my parents had selected for my education was one of the 
most fashionable and expensive in the country. It modelled itself upon Eton 
and aimed at being preparatory for that Public School above all others. It 
was supposed to be the very last thing in schools. Only ten boys in a class; 
electric light (then a wonder); a swimming pond; spacious football and 
cricket grounds; two or three school treats, or 'expeditions' as they were 
called, every term; the masters all M.A,'s in gowns and mortar boards; a 
chapel of its own; no hampers allowed; everything provided by the 
authorities. It was a dark November afternoon when we arrived at this 
establishment. We had tea with the Headmaster, with whom my mother 
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conversed in the most easy manner. I was preoccupied with the fear of 
spilling my cup and so making 'a bad start'. I was also miserable at the idea 
of being left alone among all these strangers in this great, fierce, formidable 
place. After all I was only seven, and I had been so happy in my nursery 
with all my toys. I had such wonderful toys: a real steam engine, a magic 
lantern, and a collection of soldiers already nearly a thousand strong. Now 
it was to be all lessons. Seven or eight hours of lessons every day except 
half-holidays, and football or cricket in addition. 

When the last sound of my mother's departing wheels had died away, 
the Headmaster invited me to hand over any money I had in my possession. 
I produced my three half-crowns, which were duly entered in a book, and I 
was told that from time to time there would be a 'shop' at the school with all 
sorts of things which one would like to have, and that I could choose what I 
liked up to the limit of the seven and sixpence. Then we quitted the 
Headmaster's parlour and the comfortable private side of the house, and 
entered the more bleak apartments reserved for the instruction and 
accommodation of the pupils. I was taken into a Form Room and told to sit 
at a desk. All the other boys were out of doors, and I was alone with the 
Form Master. He produced a thin greeny-brown covered book filled with 
words in different types of print. 

'You have never done any Latin before, have your' he said. 
'No, sir.' 
'This is a Latin grammar.' He opened it at a well-thumbed page. 'You 

must learn this,' he said, pointing to a number of words in a frame of lines. 
'I will come back in half an hour and see what you know.' 

Behold me then on a gloomy evening, with an aching heart, seated in 
front of the First Declension. 

Mensa       a table 
Mensa      O table 
Mensam       a table 
Mensae      of a table 
Mensae      to or for a table 
Mensa      by, with or from a table 
What on earth did it mean? Where was the sense in it? It seemed 

absolute rigmarole to me. However, there was one thing I could always do: 
I could learn by heart. And I thereupon proceeded, as far as my private 
sorrows would allow, to memorize the task which had been set me.  

In due course the Master returned.  
'Have you learnt it?' he asked. 
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'I think I can say it, sir,' I replied; and I gabbled it off. 
He seemed so satisfied with this that I was emboldened to ask a 

question. 
'What does it mean, sir?' 
'It means what it says. Mensa, a table. Mensa is a noun of the First 

Declension. There are five declensions. You have learnt the singular of the 
First Declension.'  

'But,' I repeated, 'what does it mean?'  
'Mensa means a table,' he answered. 'Then why does mensa also mean O 

table,'  I enquired, 'and what does O table mean?' 
'Mensa, O table, is the vocative case,' he replied.  
'But why O table?' I persisted in genuine curiosity. 
'O table — you would use that in addressing a table, in invoking a 

table.' And then seeing he was not carrying me with him, 'You would use it 
in speaking to a table.' 

'But I never do,' I blurted out in honest amazement. 
'If you are impertinent, you will be punished, and punished, let me tell 

you, very severely,' was his conclusive rejoinder. 
Such was my first introduction to the classics from which, I have been 

told, many of our cleverest men have derived so much solace and profit. 

Tasks 
1. a   In the first paragraph. What is the contrast that the writer makes 

between his new school and how he felt on his first day there? 
b   What were some of his fears? 
c   What did he do with his ‘three half-crowns’? Why? 
d   Why didn’t Churchill understand the task that the Form Master 

set him? 
e   Why did the Form Master threaten to punish Churchill? 
f   Churchill obviously felt very miserable on his first day at school. 

Find the words in the text that describe his negative attitude to the 
day. 

2. What do you think 
a   Have you ever learnt Latin or Greek? 

How was it taught? 
b   Have you ever learnt a modern language in the way Churchill had 

to learn Latin? 
What do you think of learning in that way? 
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Text 3 
In the following text, A. S. Neill describes his famous school, 

Summerhill, which he founded in 1921. In what ways do you think life at 
Summerhill is different from life at a more traditional school? 

Now read the first part of the text. 

THE  IDEA  OF  SUMMERHILL 
This is a story of a modern school – Summerhill. Summerhill began as 

an experimental school. It is no longer such; it is now a demonstration 
school, for it demonstrates that freedom works. 

When my first wife and I began the school, we had one main idea: to 
make the school Fit the child – instead of making the child fit the school. 

Obviously, a school that makes active children sit at desks studying 
mostly useless subjects is a bad school. 

It is a good school only for those who believe in such a school, for those 
uncreative citizens who want docile, uncreative children who will fit into a 
civilization whose standard of success is money. 

I had taught in ordinary schools for many years. I knew the other way 
well. I knew it was all wrong. It was wrong because it was based on an 
adult conception of what a child should be and of how a child should learn. 

Well, we set out to make a school in which we should allow children 
freedom to be themselves. In order to do this, we had to renounce all 
discipline, all direction, all suggestion, all moral training, all religious 
instruction. We have been called brave, but it did not require courage. All it 
required was what we had – a complete belief in the child as a good, not an 
evil, being. 

My view is that a child is innately wise and realistic. If left to himself 
without adult suggestion of any kind, he will develop as far as he is capable 
of developing. 

Logically, Summerhill is a place in which people who have the innate 
ability and wish to be scholars will be scholars; while those who are only 
fit to sweep the streets will sweep the streets! But we have not produced a 
street cleaner so far. Nor do I write this snobbishly, for I would rather see a 
school produce a happy street cleaner than a neurotic scholar. What is 
Summerhill like? ... 
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Questions for prediction 
The text goes on to describe Summerhill. Before you read, 

discuss what you think the answers are to these questions. 
1. Can the children choose whether to go to lessons or not?  
2. Is there a timetable for lessons?  
3. Do children have classes according to their ages or according to their 

interests? 
4. Does Summerhill have special teaching methods? 
5. Are the children happy? 
6. Is every single decision about everything made democratically by 

both teachers and children? 
7. Does Neill find it easy to influence the children at Summerhill? 
Now read the second part of the text. 

... Well, for one thing, lessons are optional. Children can go to them or 
stay away from them – for years if they want to. There is a timetable - but 
only for the teachers. 

The children have classes usually according to their age, but sometimes 
according to their interests. We have no new methods of teaching, because 
we do not consider that teaching in itself matters very much. Whether a 
school has or has not a special method for teaching long division is of no 
significance, for long division is of no importance except to those who 
want to learn it. And the child who wants to learn long division will learn it 
no matter how it is taught. 

Summerhill is possibly the happiest school in the world. We have no 
truants and seldom a case of homesickness. We very rarely have fights – 
quarrels, of course, but seldom have I seen a stand-up fight like the ones we 
used to have as boys. I seldom hear a child cry, because children when free 
have much less hate to express than children who are downtrodden. Hate 
breeds hate, and love breeds love. Love means approving of children, and 
that is essential in any school. You can't be on the side of children if you 
punish them and storm at them. Summerhill is a school in which the child 
knows that he is approved of. 

The function of the child is to live his own life – not the life that his -
anxious parents think he should live, nor a life according to the purpose of 
the educator who thinks he knows what is best. All this interference and 
guidance on the part of adults only produces a generation of robots. 

In Summerhill, everyone has equal rights. No one is allowed to walk on 
my grand piano, and I am not allowed to borrow a boy's cycle without his 
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permission. At a General School Meeting, the vote of a child of six counts 
for as much as my vote does. 

But, says the knowing one, in practice of course the voices of the 
grownups count. Doesn't the child of six wait to see how you vote before he 
raises his hand? I wish he sometimes would, for too many of my proposals 
are beaten. Free children are not easily influenced; the absence of fear 
accounts for this phenomenon. Indeed, the absence of fear is the finest 
thing that can happen to a child. 

Questions for discussion 
1. Were your answers to the 'Questions for prediction' right? Were you 

surprised by any of the answers? 
2. In what ways does a child usually have to fit a school? To what extent do 

you think Summerhill fits a child? 
3. What are the freedoms that children at Summerhill enjoy? 
4. Neill holds quite strong views on education, the innate qualities of 

children, and the way adults interfere with learning. Which of these 
views do you agree with? 

5. What do you understand by the last sentence of the extract? What were 
you afraid of when you were young? 

6. Here are some more of A. S. Neill's ideas. What is your reaction to them? 
'I hold that the aim of life is to find happiness, which means to find 

interest. Education should be a preparation for life.' 
'Most of the school work that adolescents do is simply a waste of time, 

of energy, of patience. It robs youth of its right to play and play and play; it 
puts old heads on young shoulders.' 

'[Traditional education produces children] for a society that needs 
obedient sitters at dreary desks, standers in shops, mechanical catchers of 
the 8.30 suburban train’. 

Text 4 
WHEN  TEACHER  FAILS  YOUR  INFANT  PRODIGY 

Judith  Judd 
What is the best way to teach a genius? Britain's two youngest graduates 

for several hundred years – 13-year-olds Ruth Lawrence and Ganesh 
Sittampalam – achieved their success by markedly different routes. Ruth 
was taught at home by her father who then accompanied her to Oxford 
University where she studied full-time. Ganesh attended Surrey University 
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at Guildford one day a week, continuing to follow the normal curriculum 
with classmates at King's College Junior School, Wimbledon. He still 
gained a first-class degree in two years. When his success was announced 
last month, the university said it was a landmark in the education of gifted 
children because he had not sacrificed his childhood for a degree. 

"There is a climate of opinion in some schools that children of high 
ability can cope on their own." 

Yet, according to the National Association for Gifted Children, many 
very able children suffer the same fate as Matthew Crippen when they 
attend school. They become bored, upset and regress. Dr Edward Chitham, 
the association's educational consultant, says: 'There are significant 
numbers of teachers who do not recognize the signs of giftedness. The 
effect is that the child feels very alienated. There is a climate of opinion in 
some schools that children of high ability can cope on their own." 

On the contrary, after five years at home with parents who have fostered 
their interest, the arrival at school where teachers have often not been 
trained to spot gifted children can be a shock. The association recently dealt 
with the case of a highly intelligent little boy who wrote very little because 
he worked out so much in his head. He was made to stay in at break to 
write down his ideas. Children who have a bad experience at school may 
suffer debilitating doubts about their ability despite the fact that they have 
every reason to be confident. So is the answer to take a child out of school 
and turn to an organization like Education Otherwise, which helps home-
educators of children with all abilities? 

Mike Turner of the National Association for Curriculum Enrichment 
and Extension, opposes withdrawal. "We have a very good education 
system and we can cater for these children within it" His own school, 
St Anne's, Oldland, Bristol, a state primary, coped with a talented 
mathematician by inviting sixth formers from a local secondary school to 
come in and work at problem-solving with him. "We kept in close contact 
with his parents who felt a balanced personality was developing as well as 
an able mathematician." If we start taking the most able out of school, he 
says, we have to think about withdrawing the least able and any child who 
is exceptionally talented in one area of the curriculum, which could mean 
40 per cent of the school population. 

''The discipline and regimentation of some private schools is not right 
for a loner who wants to explore on his own." 

Dr Chitham is also cautious: "We can support people who take their 
children out of school but our long-term aim is to try to change the climate 
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of opinion in schools." Parents have other options besides withdrawal, he 
suggests. They can look around for a more suitable school. That may well 
be a state school with the right teacher and the right head. A fee-paying 
school is not necessarily the answer. "We get as many agonized calls from 
parents of children in private schools as we do from state school parents. 
The discipline and regimentation of some private schools is not right for a 
loner who wants to explore on his own." This is particularly true of primary 
schools. At secondary level, some fee-paying schools, with their greater 
resources, are able to offer a wider curriculum. 

Rather than switching schools, parents can ask for their child to be put 
up a class, though experts disagree about the merits of "acceleration" and 
some schools and local authorities refuse to allow it. Mr Turner, who aims 
to spot and foster musical, sporting and artistic as well as academic ability 
in his school, says: "It is better for them to stay in their age group and for 
the teacher to organize the curriculum to meet their needs. It is not 
necessarily a question of giving them harder work, going on 10 exercises 
beyond everyone else, but of challenging them to higher and wider 
qualities of thought." In the case of sport or music, special provision may 
have to be made out of school. 

"A lot of people worry about the social aspects of acceleration but a lot 
of these children are not enormously social whichever group you put 
them in." 

Dr Chitham, however, says schools should be flexible about teaching 
children either full or part-time with an older group. Since able children do 
not always develop at the same rate in all subjects, they can be with an 
older group for maths, say, but with their own class most of the time. "A lot 
of people worry about the social aspects of acceleration but a lot of these 
children are not enormously social whichever group you put them in." 

Many gifted children will progress cheerfully through school to a 
double first at university. Research by Joan Freeman of the European 
Council for High Ability suggests that a very able child is not necessarily a 
very difficult one. Dr Chitham advises that parents should remember 'that 
education is not a race and that children are not there to fulfil their parents' 
unfulfilled ambitions. Teaching should be to satisfy the needs of the child. 
1. The opinions in 2 have been reformulated below. Match the 

opinions with the reformulations. There are three extra 
reformulations.   
a) Withdrawing a child from school is not the only solution. 
b) Changing schools is often a good solution. 
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c) Special tuition in subjects like sport or music is difficult to provide 
within school hours. 

d) Gifted children should not be moved out of their age group. 
e) Many gifted children do not get on well with other children their own 

age. 
f) Schools need to change their own view of gifted children. 
g) The education system is well-adapted to the needs of all children. 
h) Teachers should receive training to help them recognize and cope 

with gifted children 
i) Schools should adapt to the child's needs. 

2. Who holds the remaining opinions? How are they expressed in 
the article?  

3. Read the article again and write down words you can use to talk 
about education. Which words can you use to describe your own 
education? 

4. Do you think that children of all levels of ability should be taught 
together? Are all levels mixed together in schools in your country? 
Write a few sentences describing an argument for, an argument 
against and your conclusion. 

Text 5 
BOYS  ARE  TEACHERS’  PETS 

Predicting 
1. Look at the title of the unit. Discuss with another student what you 

think it means. 
2. Now write down 10–15 words which you expect to see in the 

passage. Can you predict what the passage is likely to say? 
3. As you read the passage, answer the questions. Try not to look at the 

rest of the passage. Check your answers with another student. 

a) Read the first paragraph. Was your prediction correct? 
THE CLASSROOM is a man’s world, where boys get two-thirds if the 

teachers’ attention – even when they are in a minority – taunt the girls 
without punishment, and receive praise for sloppy work that would not be 
tolerated from girls. They are accustomed to being teachers’ pets, and, if 
girls get anything like equal treatment, they will protest vehemently and 
even wreck lessons. 
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b) So if boys are better treated in class, which would be 
better: single-sex classes or co-educational classes? 

These claims are made in a book out this week, written by Dale 
Spender, a lecturer at the London University Institute of Education. She 
argues that discrimination against the girls is so deeply embedded in co-
education schools that single-sex classes are the only answer.  

c) How do you think the researcher obtained the evidence 
for these claims? 

Her case is based on tape-recordings of her own and other teachers 
lessons. 

Many of them, like Spender, had deliberately set out to give girls a fair 
chance. “Sometimes”, says Spencer, “I have ever thought I have gone too 
far and have spent more time with the girls than the boys.” 

The tapes proved otherwise. In 10 taped lessons (in secondary school and 
college), Spender never gave the girls more than 42 per cent of her atten-
tion (the average was 38 per cent) and never gave the boys less than 58 per 
cent. There were similar results for other teachers, both male and female. 

d) What do you expect the passage to say about the boys’ 
reactions when girls are given more attention? 

In other words, when teachers give girls more than a third of their time, 
they feel that they are cheating the boys of their rightful share. And so do 
the boys themselves. “She always asks the girl all the questions,” said one 
boy in a class-room where 34 per cent of the teachers’ time was allocated 
to girl. “She doesn’t like boys, and just listens to the girls.” said a boy in 
another class, where his sex got 63 per cent of teacher attention. 

Boys regarded two-thirds of the teacher’s time as a fair deal – and when 
they got less they caused trouble in class and even complained to higher 
authority. “It’s important to keep their attention,” said one teacher. 
“Otherwise, they play you up sometimes awful.” 

e) What do you expect the passage to say about boys who 
protest or challenge the teacher? What will it say about 
the girls who do the same? 

According to Spender’s research, double standards pervade the 
classroom. “When boys ask questions, protests, or challenge the teacher, 
they are often met with respect and rewards; when girls engage in exactly 
the same behaviour, they are often met with punishment and rebuke.” 
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A boy seeking attention will quickly get a response from a teacher. “But 
girls can be fobbed off; their hands can be held up for ages, and their often 
polite requests for assistance can go unheeded as the teacher is obliged to 
remain with the boys.” 

One girl, talking about a male teacher, commented: “You wouldn’t want 
to have your hand up to tell him there was a fire, if you were a girl. We’d 
all burn to death before he asked you what you wanted to say.” 

f) If a teacher is given written work and told it was done by a 
boy rather than a girl, do you think it will get more marks? 

Boys’ written work, too, is judged by different standards, says Spender. 
When she asked teachers to mark essays and projects, the same work got 
better marks when teachers were told that it came from boys. “When a boy 
decides to make a thing of it, there’s not a girl that can stand up to him,” 
one teacher said of a project of inventions. But, in fact, the work had been 
done by a girl. 

Neat and tidy work from girls was treated with some contempt. “I think 
she could have spent more time on getting some facts than on making it 
look pretty,” was one comment. “Typical, isn’t it? All that effort just to 
make it look nice – you can’t beat girls for being concerned with 
appearance,” was another. But when Spender indicated that the same work 
came from a boy, the tune changed dramatically. 

g) In mixed classes, how are teachers likely to react to girls 
if they are (i) boisterous, (ii) quiet? 

Spender concludes that, in mixed classes, the dice are loaded against the 
girls. If they are as boisterous and pushy as the boys. They are considered 
“unladylike”; if they are docile and quiet, they are ignored. 

h) What is the researcher’s conclusion likely to be? 
A few schools have introduced single-sex groups for maths and science, 

says Spender, and have found significant improvements in girls’ results. 
Sexual segregation within schools for certain subjects – rather than a 

return to single-sex schools – is the most hopeful solution she suggests.  

(Peter Wilby in The Sunday Times) 

4.  Check whether the words you predicted in 2 appeared in the text. If 
they didn’t, discuss with your partner whether they might have. 
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Tasks 
1. Choose the best summary of the argument of the passage. 

a) Research has shown that boys demand and receive more attention 
and are better rewarded than girls. 

b) A researcher has recorded ten of her own lessons and has realized 
that even she cannot avoid giving boys better treatment than girls. 

c) It is claimed that girls obtain only a third of the teacher’s time in 
class and are more easily ignored than boys. 

d) Research suggests that boys and girls are treated differently by their 
teachers; boys are more active and girls are more passive, and the 
teachers reinforce these learning characteristics. 

2. Now choose the best summary of its conclusion. 
a) Girls should be segregated from boys for certain subjects, for 

example maths and science. 
b) Unfortunately there is little chance of returning to single-sex schools 

and as a result, girls’ education will suffer. 
c) If girls’ results are to improve, they must be segregated from the 

boys. 
d) The chances of girls ever doing as well as boys in co-educational 

classes are not very favourable. 

3. Read the passage again and make notes on the following points. 
• the basis of the research 
• teachers’ attention to boys and girls 
• teachers’ attitude towards their pupils in class  
• teachers’ attitude towards their pupils’ written work 

4. Now using the argument and conclusion you choose in 1 and 2, 
and the notes you made in 3, write a summary of the article in 
120 words.  
When you have finished, read the article again and check that 
you have include all the relevant information. 

5. Work in groups of two or three. 
If you are no longer at secondary school find out how many people in 
your class were taught in single-sex and how many in co-educational 
classes. Do you or your colleagues agree with the researcher’s 
conclusions? Do you now prefer to be taught in single-sex or co-
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educational classes? Discuss your conclusions with the rest of the class? 
If you are still at secondary school, do you prefer to be taught in single-
sex or co-educational classes? Do you think it makes any difference? 
Have you ever experience favouritism by the teacher towards boys and 
girls? Do you agree with the researcher’s conclusion? Discuss your 
conclusions with the rest of the class. 

6. Using as much of the new vocabulary as possible, write a 
paragraph, or two on one of the following subjects: 
• The ideal school. 
• How should school prepare you for working life? 
• Education outside the school room. Is it useful? 

Text 6 

1. a  Read the text 'A Day in the world of Joann Davies' once 
quickly. The paragraphs are numbered. Some paragraphs are 
about one topic, others mention more than one topic. 
Which paragraph(s) mention(s):  
i    the disadvantages of living in self-catering  accommodation 
ii   the problems of living on a student grant  
iii  working in the laboratory  
iv  social life at university 

A DAY IN THE WORLD OF… 
Joann Davies, 19, a second-year physics 

student at Manchester University 

1  The sounds of Radio One on my clock-radio wake me and after 
pressing the snooze button several times, I get up to see if the shower is 
free. This is rare – one of the drawbacks of sharing a flat with six other 
girls. 

2  By 9 am I'm having coffee and a round of toast before taking a five-
minute walk to the laboratories. On the way I collect my mail from Grove 
House, the amenities building for the 120 flats which comprise Whitworth 
Park where I live. I love receiving letters from old school friends, but 
letters from the bank reminding me of my overdraft aren't so welcome. 
Learning to survive on a grant, even when supplemented by money from 
holiday jobs, isn't easy and one of the great challenges of university life. 
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3  There are 175 second-year students studying physics, either on its 
own or combined with another subject, and I suppose I know about 30 
quite well. That's the advantage of being one of only 20 girls in the group – 
you get known quickly. 

4  I have two or three lectures each day. Most are compulsory, but two 
or three subjects a year may be chosen from a long list of options. 
Questions may be asked but generally audience participation is minimal. 

5  Any problems that do occur can be discussed with a personal tutor at 
weekly intervals. One day a week is spent in the laboratory. We usually 
work in pairs spending two or three lab days on one of a wide range of 
experiments.  

6  On a good day lectures run consecutively and are over by lunchtime. 
Other times there’s an hour or two between each one and it’s difficult to fill 
in the spare time constructively. When lectures are over, I go back to the 
flat, often with friends. Then until about 5pm I attempt one of the problem 
sheets that are given out in abundance. 

7  Once a week a group of us goes shopping, stocking up with supplies 
from the nearest supermarket (much cheaper than local shops). Walking 
back heavily laden, I sometimes regret not opting for catered accommo-
dation, I usually cook my main meal at night, or have a takeaway and 
sometimes there are dinner parties. 

8  Between five and six people drop in for a chat and tea. After, there's 
time to do a couple of hours work or watch television, depending on how 
strong-willed you feel. Then more friends congregate, either in someone's 
flat or in Grove House where they have film shows and discos at the 
weekend and two bars and a games room which open every night. At 
weekends we often try out Manchester nightlife. The future? I haven't 
decided what I will do yet, though I may teach or find work in industry. At 
the moment I'm just looking forward to my next two years at Manchester. 
We work hard here, but have lots of fun too. 

b  Read the text more closely and decide if the following 
statements are true or false. 
i    Joann gets up as soon as she wakes up.  
ii   It's sometimes a problem to have a shower. 
iii There are a lot of girls studying physics.  
iv  Lectures usually go on all day.  
v   Joann enjoys life at university. 
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Tasks 

1. Find a word or phrase which means the same as: 
a     sleep for a short time 
b     disadvantages 
c     money you owe the bank 
d     a sum of money, given by the government 
e     accommodation, with food included 

2. Look at these two extracts where two people are talking about the 
subjects you study at university. 
a  Take one of the statements and either support or reject it, 

giving your opinions in groups. 
Nicholas 

I think the good thing about doing a degree is that once you’ve done one 
the fact that you’ve studied to that kind of level is an indication of your 
intelligence, and so it doesn’t really matter what subject you’re doing. 
Many people accept you on jobs which are completely … have nothing 
to do with your specialist subject because you have studied to that level. 

Roger 
The majority of university subjects are very abstract, very academic – 
useful for your own development but not that useful for future 
employment – I mean, two thirds of people who go to university in this 
country do it for liberal arts subjects for their own development. 

b  What alternatives are there in your country to studying at 
university, if you want to go on to further education? Which 
would you prefer and why? 

3. Interview someone either from your own country or another one 
about their experiences at university and write a paragraph 
entitled ‘A Day in the World of …’. 
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TESTS 
Test 1 
1. Fill in the blanks. The first letter of each missing word has been 

given. 
Education differs from country to country. In Britain, school consist of 

pre-school, (1) p…….. school and secondary school. (2) M………. for 
different subjects are given in figures out of 10, 20 or 100; (3) g…….. are 
usually expressed in letters, A, B, C, etc. A certificate is given for success 
in a particular (4) a…….. of study (for example the Cambridge Certificate); 
a diploma is awarded by colleges and a (5) d…….. by universities. 
2. Look at these useful expressions, then fill the gaps with one of 

these words.  

place    revise    exercise    heart    classes    diploma    grade 
year    private    grades 

 
verb expressions 
do do (=study for) a degree in Management; do (=take) an exam/an (1) …….;  

do (=carry out) an experiment; do (=carry out) research in traffic pollution;  
do (=study) maths, history 

gain gain a good degree/education; gain experience 
get get a good education; get information/advice; get a (2) …….. at university; 

get into university; get a grant; get good/bad marks/(3)……….; 
get a good report; get a degree/certificate/(4)……… 

have have good knowledge of marketing strategies; have (5)……. lessons 
go go to university/college/evening (6)…….. 
make make progress; make a mistake; make the (7)………. 
study study Mathematics/notes/a diagram; study for a test/an exam/a degree 
take take a course/an exam; take notes (while listening or reading); take a break 

from studying; take a (8)……. off to travel 
teach teach a lesson/a class; teach English/media studies; teach at a 

school/college/university 
Others attend classes/a private language school/university 

carry out research into environmental effects of tourism 
cheat in an exam 
copy from someone else     give a lecture/a talk/a demonstration 
learn a poem by (9)………; memorize the facts       pay attention (in class) 
prepare/(10)………. for an exam      sit for/sit an exam      
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3. Underline the correct word in each of the following sentences 
using the chart above to help you. 
1. She got/took a good report from her teachers. 
2. They said she had done/made progress in all subjects. 
3. She had done/made very few mistakes in her test. 
4. She is well-behaved and pays/gives attention in class. 
5. She always takes/does notes when the teacher talks. 
6. She likes physics and enjoys doing/making experiments. 
7. She hates being disturbed when she is revising/reading for an exam. 
8. She feels a bit nervous when she has to sit/revise an exam. 
9. When she gets/takes her degree, she wants to go abroad. 

4. Choose a or the in the following passage. Cross out the wrong 
one. In some places neither is possible so cross out both.  

PEOPLE  IN  EDUCATION  
A/The professor is not a/the teacher in a/the secondary school, but has a/the highest 
academic position in a/the university. A/The lecture is a/the university teacher. 
Lecturers – and professors – give a/the lectures. Students in Britain usually have 
a/the tutor who gives them a/the advice and teaches students in small groups. You 
graduate from university with a/the degree. If you do a/the postgraduate work, you 
will have a/the supervisor to help and advise you. 

5. Match the definitions below with one of the words given. 
1. Someone in charge of a school. 
2. Someone who is still at university 

studying for their first degree. 
3. Someone who has successfully 

completed their first degree. 
4. Someone responsible for courses 

in a private school. 
5. Someone in the same class as you 

at school 
6. Someone who teaches at a college 

or university. 
7. Someone responsible for teaching 

a small group of students. 
8. Someone with the highest 

academic position in a university. 

 

tutor lecturer 

professor 

classmate 

undergrad

graduate 

director of 

head 
teacher 
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6. Fill the gaps with an appropriate word from the list. 
A (1) n……. or (2) p…….. is for children aged 
two to five. A (3) p…….. includes (4) i……. 
and lasts from the age of 5 to 11. In Britain, at 
the age of 9 some children go to (5) m……. 
before going to (6) s……... Bright pupils 
sometimes go to (7) g…….. after taking an 
examination, but most children go to a mixed 
ability (8) c…… A (9) p…… in England is 
‘private’ and parents pay for children to attend – 
a (10) s…… is free. 

 grammar school 
nursery school 
state school 
infant school 
play school 
primary school 
public school 
middle school 
secondary school 
comprehensive school 

7. Put the following story in the correct order. 
a Her research is in international law. 
b When she was at playschool, 

Maria played and had fun. 
c After finishing her BA, she took a 

year off. 
d In her infant school, she began 

learning how to read and write. 
e She got into grammar school and 

did well in all subjects. 

f When she was at junior school, 
she loved history. 

g She got a place at university to do 
law. 

h She graduated with a first-class 
degree. 

i She decided to do postgraduate work. 
j In the sixth form she studied A-

level to get into university. 

Test 2 
1 GRAMMAR RECOGNITION (10 marks) 

Read the following school progress report. Put a circle round the 
letter of the correct word or words to use in each blank. 

Subject reports 
Science 30% Has not done very well this term 1____ several 

absences from school. 
Maths 15% Has scored low marks in the examination 2____ he 

has not done much homework. 
History 42% 3____ his failure to answer the last two questions, 

his examination result was very disappointing. 
Geography 50% Fair, but can do better 4___ he tries harder. Has 

missed a lot of homework. 
Social 
Studies 

53% Fair, but can do better 4___ he tries harder. Has 
missed a lot of homework. 
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Subject reports 
English  49% He can speak fairly fluently 6___ his written work is 

poor. 
Art 82% An excellent result. He always works hard 7___ he 

is very keen on painting. 
Sport 
 

__ Has improved a lot 8___ he is now much taller and 
stronger. 

Class teacher’s report 
His examination results are not very good 9___ he does not seem to try 
very hard. He works hard for a short time 10____ he finds it difficult to 
concentrate for longer periods. However, he is a popular member of the 
class 11___ his cheerfulness to help both the teacher and his classmates. 

 
1 A as 
2 A because 
3 A For 
4 A if 
5 A But 
6 A and  
7 A but 
8 A when 
9 A if  

10 A before 
11 A because of 

B as of 
B but 
B Because of 
B because 
B Although 
B but 
B as 
B before 
B but 
B if 
B as for 

C because 
C after 
C As for 
C or 
C As 
C because 
C or 
C because 
C before 
C but 
C and 

D because of 
D if 
D By 
D and 
D After 
D when 
D although 
D if 
D as 
D or 
D as 

2 GRAMMAR PRODUCTION (10 marks) 
Read the following conversation and then make suitable changes 

to it, using the verbs in bold type. Write your answers in the blanks. 
A  Do you enjoy (1 be)____ at university? 
B  Yes, I do, although I often miss (2 see)____ my old school friends. 
A  Don’t you mind (3 travel)____ so far every day? 
B  No, it only takes me an hour or so (4 get)____ there. Sometimes I 

manage  (5 work)_____ on the bus. 
A  Don’t you hear all the noise and people prevent you from 

(6concentrate)____? 
B  Not really. I usually do a bit of reading. Are you still at school or 

have you got a job? 
A  I’m still at school. I hope (7 go)____ to university next year, but I 

haven’t applied anywhere yet. 
B  I suggest you (8 apply)____ soon – it’s getting late. 
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A  Where would you advise me (9 apply)____? 
B  What subjects are you studying? 
A  Physics, chemistry and biology. I want (10 study)____ physics at 

university. 
B  I would recommend (11apply)____ to Newton University first of all, 

but why don’t you apply to one or two other universities as well? 

3 VOCABULARY (5 marks) 
Put a circle round the letter of the correct word to use in each blank. 
1  Linda   What’s the next__? 

A lesson    B timetable    C programme    D hour 
2  David   Just a moment. Let me look at my__. 

A timetable     B class    C syllabus    D plan 
3  Linda   Oh, it’s history – my favourite__. 

A knowledge    B study    C subject    D matter 
4  David   I usually like history, but I didn’t care for the __ last year. We 

did nineteenth century European history. It was boring! 
A syllabus    B study    C plan    D timetable 

5  Linda   We’re studying the Roman Empire this year, and I’m also 
taking a__ in archaeology at evening school.  
A lesson    B course    C syllabus    D curriculum 

6  David   It’s a pity that archaeology isn’t included in the __ here. 
A lesson    B period    C curriculum    D topic 

4 VOCABULARY (5 marks) 
Read the following sentences and write the correct word in each 

blank. Choose the words from the list below. 
describes     shows     learns     explains     teaches     lectures 

Mr Shaw 1teaches physics at the University of Hong Kong and 2____ 
mostly to third-year students. The students like him a lot because he 3____ 
how things work in simple language. Mr Shaw says that he often 4____ a 
lot form his students. His wife is an English teacher in a secondary school. 
In her lessons she 5____ her pupils how to write short stories and 6____ 
people and scenes she knows in her stories. 

5 READING (10 marks) 
Read the following article about holiday English Language 

courses in Scotland. Write the correct word in each blank. 
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Holiday courses in Scotland 
Our classes take place for three hours every morning from Monday to 

Friday. The maximum class size is twelve and the average is ten. We use 
modern methods of 1teaching and learning, and the school has a language 
laboratory, video camera and recorder. You will only be successful in 
improving your English, however, if you work hard and 2____ speaking 
English as much as you can. You will take a short 3____ in English as soon 
as you arrive. In this way, we can put you in a 4____ at the most suitable 
level. 

There are two classes at the Elementary level; one is for complete 5____ 
and the other is for students who know only a little English. In both classes 
you will practice simple conversation. 

In the class at the Intermediate level you will have a lot of 6____ in 
communicating in real-life situations because we help you to use English 
you have previously 7____ in your own country. You will also have a chance 
to improve your 8____ of English grammar and to build up your 
vocabulary. 

The emphasis is on oral communication practice in a wide variety of 
situations at the advanced 9____. You will learn how to use language 
correctly and appropriately when you 10____ to native speakers. In 
addition, you will develop such study skills as reading efficiently, writing 
articles and reports, and note-taking from books and 11____. 

6 READING (10 marks) 
Read the following passage. Write true (T) or false (F) for each of 

the sentences below, according to the information given. If the 
information is not given, put a question mark (?). 

Many people now think that teachers give pupils too mach homework. 
They say it is unnecessary for children to work at home in their free time. 
Moreover, they argue that most teachers do not properly plan the 
homework tasks they give to pupils. The result is that pupils have to repeat 
tasks which they have already done at school. 

Recently in Greece many parents complained about the difficult 
homework which teachers gave to their children. The parents said that most 
of the homework was the waste of time, and they wanted to stop it. Spain 
and Turkey are two countries which stop homework recently. In Denmark, 
West Germany and several other countries in Europe, teachers cannot set 
homework at weekends. In Holland, teachers allow pupils to stay at 
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school to do their homework. The children are free to help one another. 
Similar arrangements also exist in some British schools.  

Most people agree that homework is unfair. A pupil who can do his 
homework in a quiet and comfortable room is in a much better position 
than a pupil who does his homework in a small, noisy room with the 
television on. Some parents help their children with the homework. Other 
parents take no interest at all in their children’s homework. 

It is important, however, that teachers talk to parents about homework. 
A teacher should suggest suitable tasks for parents to do with their children. 
Parents are often better at teaching their own children! 

1. □ According to the writer, many parents would like their children to 
have less homework. 

2. □ Many teachers think that pupils should have homework. 

3. □ Parents think that pupils shouldn’t have to do a lot of work in 
their leisure time at home. 

4. □ A lot of homework has not been planned properly, according to 
many parents. 

5. □ Parents say that most teachers give homework which is different 
from the work the pupils have done in class. 

6. □ Greek parents thought their children’s homework was too easy. 

7. □ Children do not have any homework now in Turkey. 

8. □ In some countries in Europe teachers are allowed to give children 
homework only at weekends. 

9. □ Children can do their homework at school and help one another in 
some schools in Britain. 

10. □ Only a small number of people think that homework is fair. 

11. □ Teachers should advise parents about how to work together with 
their children at home. 
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Test 3 
EDUCATION  AND  LEARNING 

1.  Choose the most suitable word or phrase underlined in each 
sentence. 
a) Jack decided to take a course/lesson in hotel management. 
b) Sheila always got good marks/points in algebra. 
c) After living school, Ann studied/trained as a teacher. 
d) Peter decided not to go in/enter for the examination. 
e) My sister learned/taught me how to draw. 
f) I can’t come to the cinema. I have to read/study for a test. 
g) In history we had to learn a lot of dates by hand/heart. 
h) I hope your work will improve by the end of course/term. 
i) Martin failed/missed his maths exam and had to sit it again. 
j) If you have any questions, raise/rise your hand. 

2.  Complete each sentence with a word from the list. Use each 
word once only. 

cheat    copy    memorize    pay     revise     divide  
concentrate         pass          punish           underline 

a) Our teachers used to…. us by making us stay behind after school. 
b) The teacher saw Jerry trying to…. in the test. 
c) Try to…. the most important rules. 
d) It is difficult to…. attention in a noisy classroom. 
e) Pauline tried her best to…. the end of year examinations. 
f) Your work is the same as Harry’s. Did you…. his work? 
g) Your mind is wandering! You must…. more! 
h) Helen decided to…. all her work at the end of every week. 
i) It’s a good idea to…. important parts of the book in red. 
j) If you…. twenty seven by nine, the answer is three. 

3.  Match each person from the list with a suitable description. Use 
each name once only. 

classmate    examiner    learner    principal     pupil     
coach       graduate      lecture        professor       tutor 

a) Someone who teachers in a university.  ………… 
b) Someone who has a college degree.  ………. 
c) The head of the school.  ………. 
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d) Someone who studies at primary or secondary school.  ………. 
e) The most important teacher in a university department.  ………. 
f) Someone who teaches one student or a very small class. ………. 
g) Someone in the same class as yourself.  ………. 
h) Someone who trains a sports team. ………. 
i) Someone who writes the question papers of an examination. .……. 
j) Someone who drives but has not yet passed a driving test. ………. 

4.  Complete each sentence a) to j) with one of the endings 1) to 10). 
Use each ending once only. 
a) Joe was absent most of the time….. 
b) Sue wanted to do the experiment for herself….. 
c) James was a very gifted pupil….. 
d) Lucy couldn’t find a duster to clean the board….. 
e) Dave could pick up languages very easily….. 
f) Brenda wanted to live space for correction….. 
g) Tony didn’t pay attention in class….. 
h) Helen was educated at home by her parents….. 
i) Brian attended evening classes in photography….. 
j) Cathy wanted to get into university….. 

1) ….. so he didn’t have any problems passing his exams. 
2) ….. so he started talking in French after only a few days. 
3) ….. so she had to study for the entrance examinations. 
4) ….. so his name was removed from the register. 
5) ….. so he didn’t go out with his friends much during the week. 
6) …… so she wrote her answers in the corner. 
7) ….. so she didn’t have many friends of her own age. 
8) ….. so she wrote everything on alternate lines. 
9) ….. so she went to the science laboratory. 

10) ….. so he could never remember what the teacher said. 

5.  Choose the most suitable word or phrase to complete each 
sentence. 
a) Helen’s parents were very pleased when they read her school….. 

A) report    B) papers    C) diploma    D) account 
b) Martin has quite a good ….. of physics. 

A) result    B) pass    C) understanding    D) head 
c) In Britain, children start ….. school at the age of five. 
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A) kindergarten    B) secondary    C) nursery    D) primary 
d) Edward has a ….. in French from Leeds University. 

A) certificate    B) degree    C) mark    D) paper 
e) My favourite ….. at school was history. 

A) topic    B) class    C) theme    D) subject 
f) It’s time for break. The bell has ….. 

A) gone off    B) struck    C) rung    D) sounded 
g) Our English teacher ….. us some difficult exercises for homework. 

A) set    B) put    C) obliged    D) made 
h) before you begin the exam paper, always read the ….. carefully. 

A) orders   B) instructions   C) rules   D) answers 
i) If you want to pass the examination, you must study ….. 

A) hardly    B) enough    C) thoroughly    D) rather 
j) Most students have quite a good sense of their own ….. 

A) grasp    B) ability    C) idea    D) information 

6.  Use the word in capitals at the end of each line to form a word 
that fits in the space in the same line. 

School report 
Margaret started English Literature this term, and I am 
afraid that her (1)….. to the subject has not been entirely 
(2)….. . She has not shown much enthusiasm, and does 
not always pay (3)….. in class. Her assignments are often 
(4)….., because she is so untidy, and because of her 
(5)….. to check her work thoroughly. She failed to do 
any (6)….. before the end of term test, and had poor 
results. She seems to have the (7)….. idea that she can 
succeed without studying. She had also had many (8)…..  
and has frequently arrived late for class. This has resulted 
in several severe (9)….. . Although Margaret is a (10)….. 
student in some respects, she has not had a satisfactory 
term. 

 
INTRODUCE 
SUCCESS 
ATTEND 
READ 
FAIL 
REVISE 
MISTAKE 
ABSENT 
PUNISH 
GIFT 
 

7.  Complete each sentence with a form of do, make or take. 
a) Have you ….. Exercise Three yet?  
b) I can’t come this afternoon. I’m ….. an English exam. 
c) Jack has ….. very well this term. 
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d) I’m afraid that you haven’t ….. any progress. 
e) Sue didn’t know the answer, so she ….. a guess. 
f) You all look tired. Let’s ….. a break. 
g) This is a good composition, but you have….. a lot of errors. 
h) I think you should ….. yourself more seriously. 
i) The teacher gave a lecture, and the class ….. notes. 
j) Paul finds maths difficult, but he ….. his best.   

8.  Complete each sentence with a word beginning as shown. Each 
space represents one letter. 
a) Charles has a good k_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ of he subject. 
b) These children are badly behaved! They need more d _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _. 
c) Everyone agrees that a good e _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ is important. 
d) If you don’t know a word, look it up in your d _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ . 
e) Maths is easy if you are allowed to use a c _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _. 
f) Keith spent four years studying at u _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _. 
g) Some apes seem to have as much i _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ as humans! 
h) I find listening c _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ tests rather difficult. 
i) At the age of eleven I went to s _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ school. 
j) I enjoyed doing e _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ in the laboratory. 

9.  Complete each sentence with one word. 
a) If you have a problem, put …… your hand. 
b) Please pay attention …… what your teacher says. 
c) Mary has a degree … … civil engineering. 
d) David was punished ……throwing chalk at the teacher. 
e) I was very good ……maths when I was at school. 
f) What’s the answer if you multiply 18……16? 
g) We had to write a composition ……’Our ideal school’. 
h) Please write this …… your exercise books. 
i) You might not understand things even if you learn them……heart. 
j) When Sue visited Italy, she soon picked ……the language. 

10.  Decide which answer A, B, C or D best fits each space. 
Learning How to Learn 
There is usually one important (1) … missing from most school (2) … . 
Very few students are (3) … how to organize their learning, and how to 
(4) … the best use of their time. Lets’ take some simple (5) … .Do you 
know how to (6) … up words in a dictionary, and do you understand all the 
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(7) … the dictionary contains? Can you (8) notes quickly, and can you 
understand them (9)… ? For some reason, many schools give learners no 
(10) … with these matters. Teachers ask students to (11) … pages from 
books, or tell them to write ten pages but don’t explain (12) … to do it. 
Learning by (13) … can be useful, but it is more important to have a 
genuine (14) … of a subjects. You can (15) … a lot of time memorizing 
books, without understanding anything about the subject! 
 
1) A) theme B) book C) subject D) mark 
2) A) agendas B) timetables C) terms D) organizations 
3) A) taught B) learnt C) educated D) graduated 
4) A) take B) give C) get D) make 
5) A) sentences B) results C) rules D) examples 
6) A) find B) look C) research D) get 
7) A) information B) advise C) subjects D) themes 
8) A) do B) send C) make D) revise 
9) A) after B) afterwards C) lastly D) at last 

10) A) teaching B) ability C) instruction D) help 
11) A) concentrate B) remind C) forget D) memorise 
12) A) how B) what C) why D) it 
13) A) the way B) heart C) now D) law 
14) A) information B) success C) understanding D) attention 
15) A) pass B) waste C) tell D) use 
 
 
 

UNIT  III 

Education  in  the  U.S.A. 
Background Information 

SCHOOL 
ATTENDANCE 

Every American is entitled to an education. School 
attendance is compulsory for all children. Students 
attend school five to seven hours a day, five days a 
week for nine months each year, from September to 
June. Public education from kindergarten through 
grade 12 is tax-supported; no tuition is required. 
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The System of Education in the U.S.A. 
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AN AMERICAN STUDENT TALKS ABOUT HIS HIGH 
SCHOOL 

Task.  Sum up the information you have learnt from the interview. 
Quincy, Illinois, is a typical midwestern town of about 50,000 inhabitants. It 

is, situated 120 miles north of St. Louis, the nearest big city. Quincy Senior High 
with a student population of 1,900 is the only public senior high school in the town 
and it also draws students from the surrounding region. 
Q: Alan, which high school do you attend? 
A:  I attend Quincy Senior High School in Quincy, Illinois. I've been there for 

four years, and I'm in the twelfth grade. 
Q: What are the subjects required in your four years of high school? 
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A: Well, in my four years of high school I have to complete twenty credits, 
one in math, three in history, three in English, three and a half in P.E., a 
half in health and one year of science. And that adds up to twelve 
credits. The other eight were optional and I could take more of any 
one subject such as math, history or I could take other subjects such as 
psychology or computers, or so on. 

Q: And what are your subjects now? 
A: My present subjects now are math, English, German, computers, 

business law and one study hour which normally would be P.E. But I 
run track after school |and so therefore I take a study hall instead of 
P.E. Besides sports there are also several other activities after school 
such as band, drama club, theater, chess club, many other clubs such as 
German club and Spanish club and so forth. 

Q: What does your schedule look like? 
A: Well, I attend school between 7.30 and 2.20 every day and in that time 

period I have six hour-classes and a thirty-minute break for lunch. 
And between each class I've five-minute breaks. 

Q: Can you tell me anything about the tests and examinations at your 
school? 

A: Well, we have many different kinds of tests. Usually we have essay 
tests, multiple choice tests. Then there are other tests such as quizzes and 
oral examinations such as book reports and speeches and such. 

Q: What about homework? 
A: It's different with every teacher. Some teachers like to give lots of 

homework and others don't give that much. It just depends upon their 
teaching style. 

Q: How do teachers evaluate the performance of students? 
A: Well, usually a teacher evaluates the performance by written tests 

equalling fifty per cent of the grade, oral tests and quizzes as forty per 
cent and homework as ten per cent. And then usually we write a large 
paper twice a year called the term paper and that also adds into the 
grade. 

Q: Is there a strict code of conduct at your school? 
A: Each student receives a detailed student handbook which therein has 

the rights and responsibilities governing smoking, lavatory use, lan-
guage – obscene or vulgar – what may and may not be brought to 
school, such as radios or weapons or drugs. There are also rules 
concerning absenteeism and tardiness to class and the penalties such as 



 87 

detention, in-school suspension, out-of-school suspension and expulsion. 
I know these rules sound really strict, and they are a bit, but for the most 
part they're common sense. And the atmosphere isn't as bad as it 
sounds. It is not a prison. It's actually quite relaxed and quite friendly. 

Q: What part of the school life at Quincy would you be critical of? 
A: Well, as a whole I like Quincy High a lot and if I could change one thing, 

it would probably be the breaks between class. I think they are too short. 
Five minutes isn't enough time to get from one class to the other. 

Q: What do you like best about your school? 
A: Well, I like Quincy High a lot. I like the teachers the best. They're good 

teachers and they're easy to get along with. I also like the fact that 
Quincy is a bigger school because that gives me more opportunities in 
sports and in the variety of classes that I can take. 

SECONDARY  EDUCATION 

WHAT MAKES GREAT SCHOOLS GREAT 

Task.  Read the text and get ready to discuss its main points. 
By 8:01 a.m. at the inner-city campus of Thomas Jefferson High School, 

students already have learned the first lesson about attending classes here: 
Be on time. 

Starting at 7:30, Principal Francis Nakano is standing by to greet the 
school's nearly 2,000 predominantly Hispanic and black students as they 
arrive. Promptly at 8, Nakano locks the gates to keep out unwanted visitors. 

Tardy students are screened by security personnel and sent to a holding 
room to wait for one period so that they won't disrupt classes for others. 
Students who are late three times in one month are assigned to 20 minutes 
of work cleaning up the campus. 

"Now, we have students running to classes," says Alberta Moss, who 
heads the tardiness program. From February, the monthly number of late 
students dropped from 1,049 – more than half of the school – to 430 in May. 

Getting students to school on time is only one of the disciplinary 
measures adopted by the 46-year-old Nakano that have changed the 
fortunes of a troubled campus. When Nakano, a third-generation Japanese 
American, came to Jefferson High two years ago, he found a graffiti-
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marred campus that openly showed its latest scars: The blackened hulls of 
three administrative offices gutted by fire. Students freely roamed halls that 
crackled with an ever present threat of gang violence about to explode. 

"Climate for learning." Nakano immediately masterminded an overhaul 
of the buildings. "When people feel safe, you have a climate for learning," 
he says. The burned-out area was sealed from view, and a new $85,000 full 
fire-and-security alarm system was installed. 

An aging sprinkler system was repaired, bringing back green grass and 
fresh plants to the campus. Students felt proud of their school again. 

There have been no gang fights on campus for 18 months, observes Eric 
Parker, who becomes student-body president this fall. Unlike before, he 
says, "I'm not afraid any day I go to school. Dr. Nakano is trying to make 
school a good place." 

With physical changes has come a renewed attention to learning. Top 
scholars are recognized at an annual academic banquet where they receive 
Olympic-style medals for their efforts. Honors programs were started last 
year at each of the three grade levels in English. 

Still, serious academic problems remain. Standardized test scores 
remain low, although the percentage of students scoring in the bottom 
quarter has steadily declined. 

"Sixty percent of our 10th graders read at fifth-grade level or below," 
says Barbara Shealy, head of the English department. "But we're getting 
kids who care more about school and are willing to work." 

About 225 sophomores with low scores will enter the 8-month-old 
School Within a School program this fall. Participants sign learning 
contracts in which they accept responsibility for their own progress in 
exchange for special individual instruction. 

More parents are coming to once sparsely attended school meetings, and 
local business is actively lending its support. Last spring, Hughes Aircraft 
Company provided a "quality circles" training program to help teachers 
identify and propose solutions to school problems. 

The Knudsen Corporation, a large dairy 3 miles from campus, provides 
on-site internships to students and donates dairy products for school fund-
raising events. One morning when school officials needed paint to cover 
graffiti, the dairy delivered it within an hour. 

In a school once plagued by fear and hopelessness, teachers, students 
and the community again believe that anything is possible. 
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HIGHER EDUCATION 
Text A 

For a very long time America has led the world in higher education, 
quantitatively at least. In 1825 England still had only two universities, 
Oxford and Cambridge. The United States already had over fifty colleges 
for a smaller population. By now, in addition to hundreds of junior colleges 
(with two-year courses), teachers' colleges and special schools, there are 
over 2,000 universities, colleges or other institutions with four-year courses 
leading to bachelors' degrees, though only some of these provide 
postgraduate work as well, for masters' degrees and doctorates. 

Nearly half of all people aged nineteen are in full-time education, but 
only half of these successfully complete full four-year courses for 
bachelors' degrees. Some attend junior colleges with two-year courses 
(from which they may transfer); most start full four-year degree courses. 
Most students receive federal loans to cover part of the cost of their studies; 
much smaller numbers receive federal grants, or scholarships or bursaries 
from other sources. Virtually all pay part of their costs themselves, from 
family contributions or from part-time work or both. 

Most students aiming at bachelors' degrees take the four years 
(freshman, sophomore, junior and senior) consecutively at the same 
institution, but some interrupt their courses. Some start late in life and may 
spread their courses over several years. For each stage of the course it is 
necessary to gain adequate average grades over a number of courses, and 
credits gained at one stage can be accepted for a later stage after an 
interval, if necessary with change from one institution to another. For the 
freshman year, courses usually cover a wide range, and with each later year 
there is scope for more specialisation. 

About one-fifth of college graduates continue with studies for masters' 
or doctors' degrees, in their own major subjects or for professional 
qualifications in law, medicine, business, etc., which involve two to four 
postgraduate years. Postgraduate schools admit students on the basis of 
their grades in bachelors' degree studies, and require minimum-level passes 
in appropriate preparatory subjects. 

Most college students are in 'public' institutions, a minority in 'private' 
ones. Every state has its own full university system, and in a big state there 
are many separate state campuses, general and special, at different levels. 
In terms of research output, and of Nobel prizes won by academic staff, the 
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most prestigious is the University of California at Berkeley (across the bay 
from San Francisco). It, and the University's campus at Los Angeles, are 
the two major institutions in the California state system, but there are many 
dozens of other campuses in that system. Other states have parallel 
systems, often with one principal campus, with up to 50,000 students, in a 
small town in which the university is the main focus of activity. Most big 
cities have their own city-funded universities – in some cases with several 
campuses – often separate from the state system. In general state and city 
colleges now charge tuition fees which cover a minor part of their costs, at 
least for state or local residents – though students from other states pay 
several times as much. 

The oldest, and in some ways the most prestigious, colleges are private, 
funded partly from their endowments, partly by contributions from 
business and, above all, former students. A few receive some state or city 
grants as well. But in general they need to charge high fees for tuition, 
averaging about five times the rates charged by equivalent state colleges for 
local residents. 

Some of the best-known private universities are the oldest ones in the 
Northeast, known informally as the Ivy League. These include Harvard, 
Yale and Princeton. The research carried on at Harvard and at its newer 
neighbour in Cambridge, the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, has 
contributed to the prosperity of the Boston area, though other private and 
public universities nearby also have some share in this development.  

These colleges are all quite small and their variety is extreme. Some 
students prefer a small college for the sake of the closer contact with the 
professors than in the state colleges, some for religious reasons. But some 
of their graduates go on to state university postgraduate courses.  

Until 1960 most of the private institutions, including the small liberal 
arts colleges, were for either men of women only. By now almost all the 
former men’s colleges have become coeducational and the most selective 
of them may have raised their academic standards by attracting many of the 
cleverest women. About three hundred former women’s colleges now take 
men as well, and some of them are finding that the men dominate the staff 
and student life.  

The individual young person knows that his or her prospects of success 
in life depend on education more than on any other single factor. So there is 
an ever-increasing demand for educational opportunities. At the same time, 
it is generally recognized that even from the material point of view, 
economic development up till now has owed much to the skills and abilities 
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which grow through education, and for the traditional Americans, respect 
for learning is reinforced by a doctrine that it is an investment that brings 
the community an economic return as well as social and cultural 
improvement.  

Text B 
Out of more than three million students who graduate from high school 

each year, about one million go on for “higher education”. Simply by being 
admitted into one of the most respected universities in the United States, a 
high school graduate achieves a degree of success. A college at leading 
university might receive applications from two percent of these high school 
graduates, and then accept only one out of every ten who apply.  

Successful applicants at such colleges are usually chosen on the basis of 
(a) their high school records; (b) recommendations from their high school 
teachers; (c) the impression they make during interviews at the university 
and (d) their scores on the Scholastic Aptitude Tests (SATs). 

The system of higher education in the United States is complex. It 
comprises four categories of institutions: (1) the university, which may 
contain (a) several colleges for undergraduate students seeking a bachelor’s 
(four-year) degree and (b) one or more graduate schools for those 
continuing in specialized studies beyond the bachelor’s degree to obtain a 
master’s or doctoral degree; (2) the four-year undergraduate institution – 
the colleges – most of each are non part of a university; (3) the technical 
training institution, at which high school graduates may take courses 
ranging from six months to four years in duration and learn a wide variety 
of technical skills, from hair styling through business accounting to 
computer programming; (4) and the two-year, or community college, from 
which students may enter many professions or may transfer to four-year 
colleges or universities. 

Any of these institutions, in any category, might be either public or 
private, depending on the source of its funding. There is no clear or 
inevitable distinction in term of quality of education offered between the 
institutions which are publicly or privately funded. However, this is not to 
say that all institutions enjoy equal prestige nor that there are no material 
differences among them.  

Many universities and colleges, both public and private, have gained 
reputations for offering particularly challenging courses and for providing 
their students with the higher quality of education. The great majority are 
generally regarded as quite satisfactory. A few other institutions, conversely, 
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provide only adequate education, and students attend classes, pass exami-
nations and graduate as merely competent, but not outstanding, scholars and 
professionals. The factor determining whether an institution is one of the 
best or one of lower prestige are quality of teaching faculty, quality of 
research facilities; amount of funding available for libraries, special 
programs, etc.; and the competence and number of applicants for admission, 
i.e., choosing its students. All of these factors reinforce one another.  

In the United States it is generally recognized that there are more and 
less desirable institutions in which to study and from which to graduate. 
The more desirable institutions are generally – but not always – more 
costly to attend, and having graduated from one of them may bring distinct 
advantages as the individual seeks employment opportunities and social 
mobility within the society. Competition to get into such a college prompts 
a million secondary school students to take the SATs every year. But 
recently emphasis on admissions examinations has been widely criticized 
in the United States because the examinations tend to measure only 
competence in mathematics and English. In defense of using the 
examinations as criteria for admissions, administrators at many universities 
say that SATs provide a fair way for deciding whom to admit when they 
have 10 or 12 applicants for every first-year student seat. The United States 
leads all industry nations in the proportion of its young men and women 
who receive higher education.  

WHY  AMERICANS  GO  TO  COLLEGE 
Americans place a high value on higher education. This is an attitude 

that goes back to the country’s oldest political traditions. People in the 
United States have always believed that education is necessary for 
maintaining a democratic government. They believe that it prepares the 
individual for informed, intelligent political participation, including voting. 

In addition to idealistic reasons for going to college, however, most 
Americans are concerned with earning a good (or better) income. For some 
careers – law, medicine, education, engineering – a college education is a 
necessary first step. Some careers do not require going to college, but many 
young Americans believe that having a degree will help them to obtain a 
higher salary on their first job. Today, that first job is likely to involve 
handing information: More than 60 per cent of Americans now work, as 
teachers, computer programmers, secretaries, lawyers, bankers, and in other 
job involving the discovery, exchange and use of data (facts). A high-
school diploma is not sufficient preparation for most such employment. 
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SELECTING  A  COLLEGE  OR  UNIVERSITY 
At the undergraduate (college) level, a four-year “liberal arts” course of 

study is traditionally offered which leads to a bachelor of arts (B.A.) degree 
in such subjects as history, languages and philosophy. (The term “liberal 
arts” comes from liberales artes, a Latin expression for free, or human. arts 
and skills. In the time of the Roman Empire, these were skills and arts that 
only a free person – not a slave – could acquire.) Many liberal arts colleges 
also offer a bachelor or science (B.S.) degree in physics, chemistry or other 
subjects. A technical training institution, offering such courses as 
agriculture or business skills, offers courses of varying length, and 
community college studies last two years. 

Graduate school in America award master’s and doctor’s degrees in 
both the arts and sciences. (The term “doctor” comes from the Latin word 
docere, meaning “to teach”.) The courses for most graduate degrees can be 
completed in two to four years. But if a graduate program requires original 
research, a student could spend many additional months or even years in a 
university library or laboratory. 

In American university, each college and graduate school has its own 
curriculum. At the undergraduate level, there may be some courses that 
every student has to take (for example, classes in world history, math, 
writing or research). But students do select their “major” (the field in which 
they want their degree), plus a specific number of “electives” (courses that 
are not required but that students may choose). The National Institute of 
Education, a government agency, report that a total of more than 1,000 
majors are offered in America’s colleges and universities. The combined 
electives available in these schools probably amount to a number in the 
tens of thousands.  

Typically, an undergraduate student has to earn a certain number of 
“credits” (about 120) in order to receive a degree at the end of four years of 
college. Credits are earned by attending lectures (or lab classes) and by 
successfully completing assignments and examinations. One credit usually 
equal one hour of class per week in a single course. A three-credit course in 
biology could involve two hours of lectures plus one hour in a science lab, 
every week. A course may last 10 to 16 weeks – the length of a “semester”. 

The United States does not have a national (federal) school system, but 
each of the 50 states operates its own university, and so do some large city 
governments. (The government does grant degrees in the schools it 
operates for professional members of the armed services – for example, the 
United States Naval Academy at Annapolis, Maryland.) 
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About 25 per cent of all schools of higher education in the United 
States are privately operated by religious organizations. Most are open to 
students of different faiths, but in some religious schools all students are 
required to attend religious services. They are also privately owned schools 
with no religious connection.  

Both private and public colleges depend on three sources of income: 
student tuitions, endowments (gifts made by wealthy benefactors) and 
government funding. Some endowments are very large: Harvard, Princeton 
and Yale Universities have more than a thousand million dollars each. 
Public institutions receive a larger portion of public tax moneys than do 
private schools. 

There are many small American colleges – some with fewer than 100 
students. But the larger universities tend to keep attracting larger numbers 
of enrollment.  

They offer the best libraries and facilities for scientific research. Access 
to a “mainframe” (very larger) computer and to modern laboratories 
attracts leading scientists to the faculties of such schools. And students 
enroll to study with the experts. Research programs continue to be 
important to the reputation of America’s universities. But in recent years, 
the percentage of advanced degrees awarded in the “pure” (research) 
sciences has defined. The same has been true for the liberal arts. Students 
continue to seek the largest, most respected universities – but for new and 
different programs.  

UNIVERSITIES  IN  TRANSITION 
by David Riesman 

The sheer diversity of American higher education, so baffling to 
foreigners, baffles many Americans as well. There were, at last official 
count, 3,075 accredited colleges and universities in the United States. Many 
of them have their own separate lobbies in Washington: the community 
colleges, the land-grant schools and other state universities, the former 
teachers' colleges and regional state universities, the predominantly black 
schools, the private colleges. Not to mention women's schools and Catholic 
schools, and schools affiliated with dozens of other religious 
denominations … 

At the end of World War II, approximately half of the 1.5 million college 
and university students in the United States were educated in private insti-
tutions, the other half in state or locally supported schools. Today, private 
colleges educate barely one-fifth of the 11 million American students.  
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...it is not simply tuition that has taken private schools out of the market, 
for inflation spreads its penalties – and windfalls – all too evenly. There are 
still millions of Americans who have enough, save enough, or could safely 
borrow enough to send their children to the most expensive private college. ... 

At the heart of the problem is the fact that, as our culture becomes 
''democratized", the idea of attending a private school has come to seem 
unnatural and anachronistic to many people. ... 

Advocates of public higher education claim that there is virtually no 
innovation to be found in the private sector that cannot also be duplicated 
in the public sector. And indeed, the public schools are often less 
monolithic than is often thought. The University of California, with its 
eight campuses, offers students everything from small-college clusters in 
rural settings of great natural beauty (Santa Cruz) to large urban 
universities (Los Angeles). And Evergreen State College, begun 10 years 
ago in Olympia, Washington, is more avowedly experimental than most 
private colleges. 

Yet an important difference remains: Private colleges, and (with such 
exceptions as Northeastern and New York University) most private 
universities as well, are on average far smaller than public ones. And while 
small size is not necessarily a virtue, it often is, particularly insofar as it 
continually reminds the sprawling public campuses that "giantism" may 
itself be a deformity. I am inclined to believe that, in the absence of the 
private model, state colleges and universities would never have sought to 
create enclaves of smallness. ... 

... private schools were the first actively to seek re-cruitment of minority 
students. Private colleges have also in fact (though by no means 
universally) possessed a somewhat greater degree of academic freedom and 
autonomy than public ones. Sheltered from the whims of angry governors 
and legislators, they set a standard for academic freedom and non-
interference that the public institutions can – and do – use in defending 
themselves. 

State university officials recognize the importance of maintaining a 
private sector. State pride is a factor here. The state universities of 
Michigan and Texas, of Illinois and Indiana, Virginia and North Carolina, 
Washington and California all want to be world-class institutions on a level 
with private universities like Stanford, Chicago and Yale, and they use 
these private models as spurs to their legislative supporters and beneficent 
graduates. They have even been able to maintain some selectivity, shunting 
those students with less demonstrable ability to the growing regional 
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branches of central state universities. These regional state colleges and 
universities are now large and well established. Given the general 
egalitarian temper of the times, these schools have no qualms about 
competing for state money with the older, more prestigious parent 
campuses. The ineluctable, if not immediately perceptible, consequence is 
that of "leveling". 

Comprehension Universities in Transition 
To make sure that you have understood the main points of this 
article find out whether the following statements are true or false. 

1. The total number of 3,075 accredited colleges does not include 
church affiliated colleges. 

2. There are now about three times as many students attending private 
colleges and universities as at the end of the Second World War. 

3. The tuition fees are the main reason for the relative decline in the 
number of students undergoing private education. 

4. The idea of private education is not in accordance with a democratic 
society which guarantees equal rights to everybody. 

5. There are as many innovations and experiments to be found in public 
schools as in the private sector. 

6. Private colleges are much smaller than public colleges and 
universities can ever be. 

7. The academic freedom and independence of private colleges served 
as a model for public colleges. 

8. State universities are often proud to be able to compete with famous 
private universities. 

9. Regional branches of state universities attract equally qualified 
students. 

10. Regional state colleges and universities cannot compete with their 
parent campuses because they get less financial support. 

Text Analysis 
1. What advantages and disadvantages of private universities are 

mentioned? 
2. Can you think of any point for or against private schools and 

universities which are mentioned? 
3. Do you think private schools and universities should have a place in 

a democratic society? 
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THE  EARLY  AND  RECENT  HISTORY  
OF  HARVARD  UNIVERSITY 

Harvard University, which celebrated its 350th anniversary in 1986, is 
the oldest institution of higher learning in the United States. Founded 16 
years after the arrival of the Pilgrims at Plymouth, the University has 
grown from nine students with a single master to an enrollment of more 
than 18,000 degree candidates, including undergraduates and students in 10 
graduate and professional schools. An additional 13,000 students are 
enrolled in one or more courses in the Harvard Extension School. Over 
14,000 people work at Harvard, including more than 2,000 faculties. There 
are also 7,000 faculty appointments in affiliated teaching hospitals. 

Seven presidents of the United States – John Adams, John Quincy 
Adams, Theodore and Franklin Delano Roosevelt, Rutherford B. Hayes, 
John Fitzgerald Kennedy and George W. Bush – were graduates of 
Harvard. Its faculty have produced nearly 40 Nobel laureates. 

Harvard College was established in 1636 by vote of the Great and 
General Court of the Massachusetts Bay Colony and was named for its first 
benefactor, John Harvard of Charlestown, a young minister who, upon his 
death in 1638, left his library and half his estate to the new institution. 
Harvard’s first scholarship fund was created in 1643 with a gift from Ann 
Radcliffe, Lady Mowlson. 

During its early years, the College offered a classic academic course 
based on the English university model but consistent with the prevailing 
Puritan philosophy of the first colonists. 

The 1708 election of John Leverett, the first president who was not also 
a clergyman, marked a turning of the College toward intellectual 
independence from Puritanism. As the College grew in the 18th and 19th 
centuries, the curriculum was broadened, particularly in the sciences, and 
the College produced or attracted a long list of famous scholars. 

Charles W. Eliot, who served as president from 1869 to 1909, transformed 
the relatively small provincial institution into a modern university. He 
raised Harvard’s entrance requirements, added new courses (including 
electives) and toughened Harvard’s standards for awarding degrees. 

During his tenure, the Law and Medical schools were revitalized, and 
the graduate schools of Business, Dental Medicine, and Arts and Sciences 
were established. Enrollment rose from 1,000 to 3,000 students, the faculty 
grew from 49 to 278, and the endowment increased from $2,3 million to $22,5 
million. It was under Eliot’s watch that Radcliffe College was established. 
In the 1870s a group of women closely linked to Harvard faculty were 
exploring ways to make higher education more accessible for women. 



 98 

Under Harvard President A. Lawrence Lowell (1909–1933), the 
undergraduate course of study was redesigned to ensure students a liberal 
education through concentration in a single field with distribution of course 
requirements among other disciplines. Today, 51 fields of concentration are 
offered to Harvard College students. The tutorial system, also introduced 
by Lowell and still a distinctive feature of a Harvard education, offers 
undergraduates informal specialized instruction in their fields. 

One of Lowell’s most significant accomplishments was the House Plan, 
which provides undergraduates with a small-college atmosphere within the 
larger university. After being housed in or near Harvard Yard during 
freshman year, students go to one of 12 Houses in which to live for the 
remainder of their undergraduate careers. (A 13th House is designed for 
nonresident students.) Each House has a resident master and a staff of 
tutors, as well as dining hall and library, and maintains an active schedule 
of athletic, social, and cultural events. 

Lawrence H. Summers took office as Harvard’s 27th President on July 1, 
2001. His election by the President and Fellows of Harvard College with 
the counsel and consent of the Board of Overseers was announced on 
March 11, 2001, marking the culmination of an intensive and broad-
ranging nine-month search for a successor to Neil L. Rudenstine. An 
eminent scholar and admired public servant, Summers is the former 
Nathaniel Ropes Professor of Political Economy at Harvard and in the past 
decade served in a series of senior public positions, most recently as 
secretary of he treasury of the United States. 
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