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Предисловие 

Пособие составлено в соответствии с требованиями «Программы по 

английскому языку для студентов высших учебных заведений неязыко-

вых специальностей», которая определяет главную цель обучения как 

«формирование умения самостоятельно читать литературу по специаль-

ности с целью извлечения информации из иноязычных источников». 

Практикум по контролируемой самостоятельной работе (КСР) сту-

дентов является одним из важнейших компонентов УМК по английскому 

языку для студентов исторического факультета. Наряду с базовым учеб-

ником профессионально-ориентированного характера, терминологиче-

ским словарем, а также методическими рекомендациями для преподава-

телей, практикум входит в число обязательных элементов УМК, способ-

ных интенсифицировать учебный процесс по иностранному языку и раз-

нообразить традиционные формы его проведения. 

Актуальность издания практикума обусловлена увеличением удельного 

веса КСР в учебном процессе по иностранным языкам (до 20%) и связан-

ной с этим необходимостью методического обеспечения данного направ-

ления учебной деятельности. КСР предполагает планируемую внеаудитор-

ную работу студентов, которая выполняется по заданию и при методиче-

ском руководстве преподавателя. Следовательно, учебное пособие является 

своего рода информационным ресурсом, путеводителем самостоятельной 

деятельности студентов. Оно позволяет создать не только новые формы 

языковой подготовки специалиста, но также формировать свои образова-

тельные программы и самостоятельно их реализовывать. 

Данное пособие включает в себя материалы и методические рекоменда-

ции по работе с профессионально ориентированным текстом. 

Структурно разделы построены однотипно, что формирует у студентов 

навыки рационального труда и делает самостоятельную работу более по-

нятной и системной. Каждый раздел состоит из таких частей как: Vocabu-

lary Focus, Evaluating through Reading, Targeting Grammar, Critical Thinking 

Skills.  

Тематика текстов, подобранных из оригинальных источников, дает 

возможность повысить общеобразовательный и профессиональный уро-

вень студентов. 

Грамматические упражнения позволяют студентам систематизировать 

знания. Грамматические упражнения строятся на специальной термино-

логической лексике. Это обеспечивает более высокий уровень овладения 

материалом.  

Методика подачи материала способствует развитию навыков работы 

студентов с профессионально ориентированным текстом. 
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Learning Strategies 
When you learn a language, your teacher and your textbook can help you, 

but if you want to learn a language well, you must also help yourself. There 

are some useful learning strategies that you can use. 

How to learn vocabulary 

You are under enormous pressure to learn huge amounts of vocabulary. 

But don’t try to learn long lists by heart, this is hardly the most efficient ap-

proach to the problem. The golden rule is to do lots or revision at regular in-

tervals. One of the ways in which vocabulary is stored in the brain is by relat-

ed groups. Words which have some kind of connection are kept together in the 

brain. Secondly, you should concentrate on words with the highest frequency. 

When you come across a word in your reading you don’t understand, you can 

often figure out its meaning from the context, but sometimes this isn’t possi-

ble. Then you should use dictionary.  Dictionary is a useful learning tool. The 

more words you understand, the more effective your study will be. 

You should also take every opportunity to use the words in communica-

tion – there is considerable psychological evidence that learners who like us-

ing the foreign language improve their oral performance and their overall ac-

quisition of the language much more rapidly than those who are reluctant to 

practice the language in real situation. 

Grammar 

Grammar helps to become proficient in the language. The knowledge of 

grammar is especially essential for accurate translation of special texts and 

documents. You should study the grammatical system of the English lan-

guage, don’t try to transfer constructions from your native language to Eng-

lish. The Grammar sections are designed to cover the main problem areas of 

English Grammar that cause difficulties. 

Acquiring Information Through Reading 

Understanding and remembering what you read is essential for effective 

learning. Begin any reading assignment by getting a general idea of what the 

material is about. You can usually do this by reading the titles and the main 

headings. 

Skimming. You skim a reading selection to get a general idea of its con-

tent. Follow these steps when skimming:  

1. Red the title of the selection. 

2. Read the first two or three paragraphs. Introductory paragraphs usual-

ly preview the content of a selection. 

3. Read the first and last sentences of all other paragraphs. 

4. Read headings and notice the words that are being introduced.  
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Scanning. The purpose of scanning is different from that of skimming. 

You scan to find specific information. Scanning is often used to find answers 

to review questions. Look for key words or phrases as you glance down the 

page of the reading selection. Use section titles, headings. First and last sen-

tences of paragraphs will help you find the information you are looking for. 

Taking notes. Taking good notes will help you identify and remember the 

main ideas in reading assignment. If you follow these suggestions, you will 

find you are taking better notes: 

a. Read through each passage before you take notes. To be sure you un-

derstand what is important in each passage, read through it before writing any-

thing down. 

b. Write down only main ideas and the most important information. Tak-

ing notes is picking out main ideas from supporting details. Watch for words 

and phrases that signal main points. Examples are: first, finally, most im-

portant and the causes of . 

c. Use drawings or diagrams to show cause and effect or to show relation-

ships. 

d. Write notes in a shortened form, using abbreviations and symbols. Be-

cause you are taking notes for your own use, you need not use complete sen-

tences or even complete words. 

e. Review your notes. Within a few days after you take notes on an as-

signment, review them to make sure you understand them. 

 

Evaluating Through Listening 

Listening to the recordings will provide you with an opportunity to hear 

native speakers. You will need to hear each recording at least twice to extract 

all the required information. Sometimes you may need to hear the recording 

more than twice. Sometimes you may need to pause the tape frequently and 

play certain sections again. It is essential for you to realize that you don’t have 

to be able to understand every single word. Generally, you should concentrate 

on what the speakers are trying to say and the information they are communi-

cating, not the actual word they are using. The tasks are designed to help you 

to develop skills in finding the important information in the recording. 

 

Critical Thinking Skills 

Understanding history requires you not only to develop a memory for 

facts and dates but also to think effectively. The critical thinking skills de-

scribed here provide guidelines for effective thinking. 

As you study history, you may be asked to write reports. Reports, such as 

term papers and essays, usually begin with an introduction that states your 
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purpose and establishes your readers interest. The body of the paper is your 

presentation of the material. Here you give and support the facts and your 

points of view. Be sure this material relates to the purpose stated in your intro-

duction. End your report with a conclusion, which restates your paper’s main 

points. 

Outlining. An efficient way to organize ideas on a reading assignment is 

to outline what you read. An outline is also an important step in preparing a 

report. Making an outline helps you organize your thoughts. The outline then 

becomes a guide to follow when you write your report. 

When you make an outline, you need to identify the main ideas and dis-

tinguish them from the supporting details. Main ideas become main headings 

in your outline and supporting details become subheadings. 

Summarizing. Another way to organize information is to summarize. A 

summary is a brief statement on important ideas written in paragraph form, 

which records the main ideas as concisely as possible. Summarizing is useful 

for taking notes as you prepare to write a report. 

The following guidelines will help you when you are writing a summary. 

a) Look for key words and use them in your summary. 

b) Use as few words as possible, but avoid changing the meaning of the 

passage you are summarizing. 

c) Write the summary in paragraph form. 

 

When you evaluate historical documents, consider the following questions: 

1. Is the information from primary sources or secondary sources? It is im-

portant to know whether the material is a primary source, written at the time 

an event happened, or a secondary source, written long after the event oc-

curred. Primary sources are records from the past, such as newspapers, diaries, 

letters, and government documents. Secondary sources are written by people 

who were not witnesses to or participants in the events they write about. 

Sometimes, secondary sources may be more useful than primary sources even 

though they were written by people who had not witnessed the events. Sec-

ondary sources may be more accurate, more objective, and more complete. 

2. Is the material fact or opinion? As you know, historical evidence in-

cludes statements of both fact and opinion. Facts can be checked, whereas 

opinions state feelings, attitudes, or values. When you choose between fact or 

opinion, remember that even if you agree with a statement, it must be proved, 

to be a fact. 

3. Is the information accurate? A good way to check accuracy is to see 

how the information is presented in other sources. If you find that different 

sources give different data, you may wonder where your source got the infor-
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mation. On the other hand, if you find that different sources give the same 

basic information, it is likely that the material is accurate. 

In order to draw conclusions about what you do not know you should pull 

together what you do know. 

We hope you’ll enjoy learning English! 
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SECTION  I.  HISTORY AS A SCIENCE 
 

 

 

UNIT I 

METHODS AND TECHNIQUES OF ARCHAEOLOGY 
 

Vocabulary Focus 
 

Ex. 1. Check the knowledge of your vocabulary by giving the English equiva-

lents for the following words and word combinations. 

Первобытный строй; каменный век; открытие; предки; археологи; ле-

тописцы; датировать, вести исчисление; аргументированное мнение, 

взгляд; доказательство; реликвии; раскопки; гончарные изделия; сохра-

нение; ископаемое, окаменелость; археология; этнография; этнология; 

антропология; палеонтология; хронология; сохранившиеся летописи; ис-

тория средних веков; письменные источники; устные источники; истина, 

действительность; мнение, заключение специалиста; исторический ме-

тод; надежный источник сведений; обследование; гробница, место по-

клонения, святыня; акрополь; пантеон; пирамида; музей; мавзолей; со-

бор; замок; тайна. 

 

Ex. 2. Complete the following chart. 

Verb   Noun Person 

(1) _____ invention inventor 

Produce (2) _____ producer 

Observe (3) _____ observer 

Design design (4) _____ 

Develop (5) _____ developer 

Discover (6) _____ discoverer 

Explore (7) _____ explorer 

Research research (8) _____ 

Program program (9) _____ 

(10) _____ engine engineer 

Build (11) _____ builder 

Conserve (12) _____ (13) _____ 

Create (14) _____ (15) _____ 
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Ex. 3. Complete the following sentences with an appropriate word from the 

chart above. 

1. Lewis and Clark were the first … the new territory. 

2. You’ll need to go to university if you want to become a computer … . 

3. Marco Polo made journeys through Asia and wrote a book describing 

what he had … . 

4. I wonder who … the first computer? 

5. Einstein …  the theory of relativity. 

6. Frank Lloyd Wright … the Imperial Hotel in Tokyo and the Guggen-

heim Museum in New York. 

7. In 1930 Clyde Tombaugh … Pluto after many years studying the night sky. 

8. Michelangelo was one of the most inspired … in the history of art. 

9. … calculations were slower before the … of the computer. 

10. Michelangelo … many buildings, but it was his work at St. Peter’s Ba-

silica that represented his greatest achievement as an architect. 

11. Leonardo da Vinci was a student in Florence where he studied painting, 

sculpture and … . 

12. By the late 18th century and Captain Cook’s … of the southern Pacific, 

much of the world had been mapped. 

13. The American … Elisha Gray and Alexander Graham Bell applied for a 

patent on the telephone on the same day. 

14. David Livingstone was one of the most important Victorian … . He 

spent thirty years traveling in Africa. 

15. The island was named by a Dutch …who landed here on Easter Day in 1722. 

16. Do you know who … the law of gravitation. 

 

Ex. 4. Use the correct form of the word in capitals beside each sentence to fill 

the gap. 

1. The … of students do not learn much about archeology at 

school. 

2. What … was the scientist who discovered the Egyptian 

tombs? 

3. The discovery of the stone-age man received a lot of … in 

the national press. 

4. Archaeologists have found a … of stone-age tools, hidden 

under the snow. 

5. As head of the archaeology team, Miguel is in a position 

of great … . 

6. Tanya’s promotion caused a great deal of … among the 

colleagues. 

major 

 

national 

 

public 

 

various 

 

responsible 

 

jealous 
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7. There is a strong … that our ancestors originally came 

from Africa. 

8. I’m going to the Egyptian exhibition as soon as I get an 

… . 

9. Stone-age people lived very different lives to us, but there 

are many … too. 

10. They are interviewing  candidates to test their … for 

working in the field. 

probable 

 

opportune 

 

similar 

 

suitable 

 

Ex. 5. What do we call someone who works in the following areas? 

1. architecture;   2. trade;   3. teaching;   4. research;   5. archaeology;   

6. science;   7. history;   8. law;   9. archives;   10. astronomy. 

 

Ex. 6. Read the text below. Use the word given in capitals beside the text to 

form a word that fits in the space in the text. There is an example at the begin-

ning (0). 

Neanderthal Man 

An important (0) …… discovery was made in Germany in 

1859. A group of (1) …… found the body of a Neander-

thal man. 

Neanderthals lived 30.000 years ago! They vanished 

when our ancestors, ‘homo sapiens,’ migrated from Afri-

ca to Europe. Originally, scientists believed that Neander-

thals were a (2) …… different species. They thought that 

Neanderthals were primitive cavemen who had no real (3) 

…… and that they were (4) …… to use tools or to com-

municate properly. However, this (5) …… was false. Ne-

anderthals developed (6) …… complex tools. They had 

good (7) …… skills. They cared for their sick and were 

respectful in their (8) …… towards each other. So why 

did the Neanderthals disappear? Maybe the (9) …… of 

‘homo sapiens’ in their territory meant that there was not 

enough food for them Another (10) …… is that the two 

races fought. Maybe Neanderthals were hunted and even-

tually destroyed by our ancestors. 

(0) discover 

(1) science 

 

 

 

 

(2) complete 

 

(3) intelligent 

(4) able 

(5) assume 

(6) surprising 

(7) communicate 

(8) behave 

(9) arrive 

(10) possible 
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Evaluating through Reading 
 

Text 1 

Dating the Information 

Ex. 1. The text below tells about dating the information. Scan it for the main 

ideas. Then skim it to answer the questions that follow the text. 

Some areas of the world have been inhabited for thousands of years. In 

these areas, many groups of people have built cities on top of the ruins of ear-

lier cities. For example, archaeologists have found evidence of at least seven 

cities built on top of each other at the site of ancient Troy in modern-day Tur-

key. 

In general, archaeologists believe that the deepest layers are the oldest. 

However, this may not always be true. Over time, new cultures disturb the 

layer by digging up soil and artifacts from deeper layers. Shifts in the earth’s 

crust, such as earthquakes, can also disturb the layers. Therefore, things of dif-

ferent ages may be buried together. In such cases, archaeologists must use 

other techniques to date the layers and the objects found in them. They use 

two methods, cultural dating and scientific dating. 

Cultural dating. Suppose you are taking part in an archaeological dig in It-

aly, where the Roman Empire flourished 2.000 years ago. As you carefully sift 

through one layer of soil, you find a small object. When you clean it off, you 

discover that it is a metal coin. It is decorated with the portrait of a man, but it 

does not have a date on it. How would you go about finding out how old it is? 

A little research about the Roman Empire from written sources will tell you 

about the history of Roman coins. Coins were decorated with the face of the 

emperor who was in power when the coin was made. Some research into Ro-

man art will lead you to sculptures and portraits of Roman emperors. You 

might find out that the emperor pictured on the coin you uncovered is Augus-

tus. You then learn that he ruled from 31 B.C. to A.D.14. Now you know that 

the coin you found was made between 31 B.C. and A.D.14. This process of 

gathering information is an example of cultural dating. Archaeologists are us-

ing cultural dating when they compare objects they find with information they 

already have. Archaeologists use two types of cultural dating: absolute dating 

and relative dating. With absolute dating, archaeologists decide the age in 

years of an object. Finding the date of the Roman coin is an example of abso-

lute dating. However, archaeologists cannot always find out exactly how old 

an object is. Sometimes, they can only find out whether it is older or newer 

than other objects. This is called relative dating. 
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Pottery is an important tool in relative dating. Pottery was very common in 

early cultures and so it is often found in excavations. Because pottery styles 

changed a great deal over time, archaeologists can identify different pottery 

styles. They can determine which styles were developed first and which came 

later. Using this information, archaeologists can then decide the relative age of 

other objects found at the same site as the pottery. 

Scientific Dating. Some ancient objects can be dated more accurately by 

analyzing them in a laboratory. This kind of analyses is called scientific da-

ting. The oldest form of scientific dating is dendrochronology, or tree-ring 

counting. It has been used since the 1700s. Archaeologists compare tree-ring 

patterns from many trees and piece together a master pattern that covers a pe-

riod of many hundred of years. Then the archaeologist match the pattern of the 

rings with the pattern in ancient wooden objects to find out how old the ob-

jects are. Archaeologists have developed many other scientific dating tech-

niques. The most significant is radiocarbon dating. In this method, the radioac-

tive carbon within an archaeological discovery is measured to determine the 

age of the object. Radiocarbon dating can only be used to date the remains of 

once-living things, such as wood or bones. Here’s how radiocarbon dating 

works. Every living thing absorbs carbon from the atmosphere. A small 

amount of the carbon is radioactive. When a plant or animal dies, it stops ab-

sorbing carbon. The radioactive carbon absorbed when it was alive begins to 

decay at a known rate. 

Archaeologists have figured out methods of measuring the amount of radi-

oactive carbon left in things like bones and wood. Using this information, they 

can figure out when a plant or animal died. They can even figure out how long 

ago the tree used to make an artifact lived. 

 

1. Have archaeologists found evidence of cities built on top of each other? 

2. Is it always true that the deepest layers are the oldest? 

3. What methods do archaeologists use to date the layers and the objects? 

4. Can you give the examples of cultural dating? 

5. What types of cultural dating do archaeologists use? 

6. What is an important tool in relative dating? 

7. What is scientific dating? 

8. What scientific dating techniques have archaeologists developed? 

9. How does radiocarbon dating work? 

10. What do archaeologists rely on to learn about our earliest ancestors? 

11. Why do archaeologists reach different opinion about the past? 
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Text 2 

Clues from Archaeology 

Ex. 1. This text is about one of the most important discoveries in archaeology. 

Preview the text and formulate questions about the content of the text that you 

think will be answered in the text itself. 

In 1981 the archaeologist Don Johanson and his fellow scientist Tom Gray 

made one of the most important discoveries in archaeology when they found 

the bones of an exceptionally complete skeleton of an early human ancestor. 

Johanson and his team named their skeleton Lucy. 

Lucy is over 3 million years old and one of the oldest skeletons yet found. 

Her head was about the size of a baseball, so her brain must have been quite 

small. Nevertheless, she walked on two feet just as modern humans do. By 

studying Lucy, archaeologists have learned a lot about our earliest ancestors. 

Archeologists learn about ancient human cultures by studying the artifacts 

that those cultures left behind. Using this and other methods, archaeologists 

and historians have put together a good picture of the last few thousand years 

of human history. But the farther back in time we go, the more incomplete is 

the evidence available to archaeologists. To learn about our earliest ancestors, 

archaeologists rely in their analysis of fossil bones, tools and other artifacts. 

Archaeologists rarely find complete fossil skeletons. Instead, they usually 

find bone fragments so small that few people would even notice them. They fit 

these bone fragments together like the pieces of a puzzle. All of the pieces to-

gether might form the back of a skull, a jawbone with a few teeth, or part of a 

leg bone and kneecap. 

To the untrained eye, fossil bones are not much to look at. However, a 

trained scientist can learn a lot about our ancestors from these bones. Lucy is 

one of the most complete early skeletons ever found. Scientists have been able 

to piece the skeleton together even though many of the bones are still missing. 

Scientists gathered much information about Lucy by carefully analyzing the 

bones. From the shape of the pelvic bone, they could tell that she was female. 

From the size and shape of the leg bones, they determined that she walked up-

right and was about 25 years old when she died. And finally, the skull bones 

provided clues about the size of her brain – approximately one-third the size of 

the brain of modern humans. 

Sometimes scientists find other artifacts along with fossil bones. In 1961, 

Louis and Mary Leakey, a husband-and-wife team working in eastern Africa 

found fossil bones in the same layer of earth with simple stone tools. The Lea-

keys concluded that the fossils were the remains of early humans who had 

made and used these tools. Sometimes scientists find ashes from prehistoric 
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campfires. They combine the evidence they find with fossils and tools to put 

together a picture of how our ancestors changed over time. 

 

Targeting Grammar 
 

Ex. 1. Complete the following sentences with an appropriate form of do or 

make. 

1. She got a place at university … history.  

2. You’ll have … more of an effort if you want to succeed. 

3. If I’ve … a mistake, I’ll correct it. 

4. … the most of the opportunity to visit the Egyptian exhibition. 

5. Did you … notes as the lecturer was speaking? 

6. Have you … much progress with your course paper? 

7. Try … your best to explain the problem. I’m sure she’ll understand. 

8. Do you always … your homework? 

9. What subject did you … well at school? 

10. How do you feel when you … a mistake in your English? 

11. Do you … notes while you’re listening to the cassette in English? 

12. What kind of exercises do you like … in class? 

13. John has … up his mind to take up history. 

14. Men … gods. 

15. It’s easier said than … . 

16. What does Richard … for his living. 

17. It’s no good complaining about the problem if you’re not prepared … an-

ything for it. 

18. In so-called “Golden Age” all decisions were … by citizens collectively. 

19. Everything in Great Britain is officially … in the name of the Queen. 

20. Scientists have … an important discovery. 

 

Ex. 2. Put a,  an,  the,   –. 

1. … Stonehenge is … group of very large, tall stones arranged in … circles 

which stand on … Salisbury plain in … South England. 

2. … Stonehenge is such … mystery that all kinds of theories have been put 

forward to explain it. 

3. You should go to … Science Museum, it’s very interesting. 

4. … Statue of Liberty is at the entrance to … New York harbour. 

5. There is … City Museum in … Baines Street. 

6. … Acropolis is in … Athens. 

7. … Buckingham Palace serves as both … official house and … office for 

… Queen. 
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8. In … Middle Ages … London residence of … Norman kings and their 

successors was … Palace of Westminster. 

9. During the long years of her widowhood … Queen Victoria spent more 

time at … Windsor Castle. 

10. … National Gallery and … Tate Gallery are famous all over … world. 

11. Near … British Museum you can see … tall building of … University of 

London. 

12. … Statue of Liberty was … gift of friendship from … France to … Unit-

ed States. 

13. … Declaration of Independence was drawn in 1776. 

14. We saw … Mona Lisa in … Louvre in Paris. 

15. Some people say … Prague is … most beautiful city in … world because 

it still has many beautiful medieval buildings and statues. 

16. … most popular building in … Prague is … Old Town Hall with its 

amazing 15th century  astronomical clock. 

17. It happened in … spring of 1965. 

18. When you visit … London, one of …first things you will see is …Big Ben. 

19. David Livingston died in 1873 in … modern Zambia. His followers bur-

ied his heart at … foot of … tree where he died. His remains were buried 

at … Westminster Abbey in London. 

20. Some art historians consider … middle of … thirteenth century to be … 

beginning of … Renaissance in … Italy. 

21. … Tourists come to … London from all over … world to visit its historic 

buildings, such as … St. Paul’s Cathedral, which has … huge dome, and 

…Houses of Parliament, where you can see and hear … famous clock, … 

Big Ben. 

 

Ex. 3. Read the text carefully. Some of the lines are correct and some have a 

word that doesn’t fit grammatically. Correct the lines, if necessary. 

Tutankhamun’s Tomb 

1. In April on 1922 the archaeologist Howard Carter and his 

2. men discovered a tomb in the Valley of the Kings is 

3. Egypt. They had been working on for fifteen years and this 

4. was an incredible discovery. As far they were digging, they 

5. suddenly hit an underground doorway which it led to a 

6. tomb. It was the last resting place of an Egyptian Pharaoh, 

7. or king, who had been died thirty centuries before. The  

8. tomb contained of a rich collection of jewellery 

9. and one treasure which the Ancient Egyptians believed 

10. would be of a use to the dead ones in the afterlife. The 
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11. Pharaoh’s name was Tutankhamun. He died when 

12. he was a boy-king. His own body, which had been 

13. preserved in the traditional Egyptian way, was still in 

14. the tomb. The discovery of the tomb was been surrounded 

15. by a lot of suspicion. So many people believed that some 

16. of the strange things which they happened to people 

17. involved in it, were the result of a “Pharaoh’s curse”. 

 

Ex. 4. Fill in the missing prepositions or adverb particles in the following pas-

sage. There is an example at the beginning (0). 

The Curse of Tutankhamun 

Most people scoff (0)        at     the  idea of curses coming true, but the 

events that followed the opening (1) ______ Tutankhamun’s tomb (2) _____ 

Howard Carter (3) _____ 1922 may make them think twice (4) _____ laugh-

ing.  

The story (5) _______ the curse began when the last man climbed out 

(6) _____ the tomb. It is said that a sudden sandstorm blew (7) _____ and that 

the men (8) _____ the party saw a hawk, the ancient royal symbol (9) ______ 

Egypt, fly overhead. 

Local Egyptians took this to mean that the spirit (10) _____ the dead king 

had left his tomb, cursing those who had opened it. Five months later, the man 

who financed the expedition, Lord Caernarvon, was bitten (11) ______ the 

cheek (12) _____ a mosquito. Normally nothing too serious! But the bite be-

came infected and Caernarvon caught pneumonia and died (13) _____ an 

Egyptian hospital. 

(14) _____ the precise moment (15) _____ his death, all the lights 

(16) _____ Cairo went (17) _____, and thousands (18) _____ miles away 

(19) _____ the Caernarvon mansion (20) _____ Hampshire, England, his dog 

began to howl – and died (21) _____ the night. Doctor who examined the 

mummified body (22) _____ Tutankhamun reported that he had a small de-

pression (23) _____ his cheek, just like a mosquito bite, (24) _____ exactly 

the same spot where Caernarvon had been bitten. 

Many people who visited the tomb also died (25) ______ strange circum-

stances Lord Caernarvon’s half brother died (26) _____ a burst appendix. An 

Egyptian prince whose family claimed they were descended (27) _____ the 

pharaohs was murdered (28) _____ London and his brother committed sui-

cide. An American railway tycoon caught a cold while (29) _____ the tomb 

and died (30) _____ pneumonia. 

The man who helped Howard Carter to catalogue the items found 

(31) _____ the tomb committed suicide, and a few months later his father 
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jumped (32) _____ his death (33) _____ the balcony (34) _____ his London 

flat. There was an alabaster vase (35) ______ the tomb (36) _____  the room 

that he jumped (37) _____ (two words). 

(38) _____ 1966 the government (39) _____ Egypt agreed to lend the 

treasures (40) _____ France (41) _____ an important exhibition. The Director  

(42) _____ the Antiquities fought (43) _____ the decision, because he had 

dreamed that he would die if he allowed the treasures to go (44) _____ (2 

words) Egypt. When he left the last meeting, still trying to make the authori-

ties change their minds, he was knocked down (45) _____ a car and died two 

days later. 

And Howard Carter who was the first man (46) _____ the tomb? He died – 

(47) _____ natural causes – (48) _____ 1939. 

 

Critical Thinking Skills 
 

Ex. 1. The pyramids in Egypt are one of the wonders of the ancient world. 

Who built them? Match the sentence halves to make true statements. 

1) The Egyptian pharaohs were buried 

in rich tombs. Not all of these have 

been discovered; 

2) It’s hard to believe that a structure as 

complex as a pyramid; 

3) If humans build the pyramids; 

4) The workmen who built them may 

have believed; 

5) Many of those workmen; 

6) Some people believe that the pyra-

mids; 

7) They are convinced that extra-

terrestrials; 

8) They think this alien civilization; 

a) they must have been highly skilled 

craftsmen; 

b) couldn’t have been built with the 

technology available then; 

c) could have been wiped out by a natu-

ral disaster; 

d) so more treasures could be lying bur-

ied in the sands; 

e) must have landed on Earth and built 

them; 

f) must have been injured in the course 

of their work; 

g) could have been built in the lifetime 

of one pharaoh; 

h) that they were enduring their own af-

terlife by building the pyramids. 

 

Ex. 2. Revise all the texts from the textbook and have a quiz. 

A 
1) A Greek historian and geographer. 

2) The author of the Greek narrative epics, “the Iliad” and 

“the Odyssey” (both derived from oral tradition). 

3) One of history’s most famous military leaders. 

4) A Greek geographer and astronomer. 

a) Thucydides 

b) Tacitus 

c) Herodotus 

d) Christopher 

Columbus 
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5) An Italian navigator and explorer who made four voyages 

to the new World. 

6) A Roman historian, a public orator in Rome, wrote histo-

ries of the Roman Empire, he also wrote “A Life of Agric-

ola” and a description of the Germanic tribes. 

7) An Athenian historian. He exercised military command in 

the Peloponnesian War with Sparta, but was banished from 

Athens in 424. In his history of the Peloponnesian War he 

gave a detailed account of the conflict down to 411. 

8) A Greek historian, philosopher and soldier. He was a dis-

ciple of Socrates. In 401 he joined a Greek mercenary ar-

my aiding the Persian prince Cyrus, and on the latter’s 

death took command. He wrote “A History of My Times”. 

9) A Roman historian, a supporter of Julius Caesar. He wrote 

vivid accounts of Catiline’s conspiracy and the Jugurthine 

War. 

10) An English chronicler. 

e) Bede 

f) Alexander 

the Great 

g) Claudius 

Ptolemy 

h) Xenophon 

i) Sallust 

j) Homer 

 

 

B 
1) Two books of Old Testament containing geneology and 

history. 

2) European intellectual movement that reached its high 

point in the 18th century. Thinkers of that movement were 

believers in social progress and in the liberating possibili-

ties of rational and scientific knowledge. They were often 

critical of existing society and were hostile to religion, 

which they saw as keeping the human mind chained 

down by superstition. Leading representatives were Vol-

taire, Lessing. 

3) The charter granted by king John in 1215, traditionally 

seen as guaranteeing human rights against the excessive 

use of royal power. (Four original copies exist, one in 

Salisbury and Lincoln cathedrals and two in the British 

Library. 

4) In English history, the period when the monarchy in the 

person of Charles II was re-established after the English 

Civil War and the fall of the Protectorate 1660. 

5) Religious and political movement in 16th century Europe 

to reform the Roman Catholic church, which led to the 

establishment of Protestant churches. 

6) Human cultures before the use of writing. 

7) Period and intellectual movement in European cultural 

history that is traditionally seen as ending the Middle 

a) Magna Carta 

b) Restoration 

c) Reformation 

d) Renaissance 

e) Enlightenment 

f) prehistory 

g) Chronicles 
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Ages and beginning modern times. This movement start-

ed in Italy in the 14th century and flourished in Western 

Europe until about the 17th century. The aim of education 

was to produce the “complete human being”. 

 

C 
1) Study of living cultures, using anthropological techniques 

like participant observation (where the anthropological 

lives in the society being studied) and a reliance on in-

formants. It has provided many data of use to archaeolo-

gists and analogies. 

2) Study of prehistory and history, based on the examination 

of physical remains. Principal activities include prelimi-

nary field (or site) surveys, excavation (where necessary) 

and the classification, dating, and interpretation of finds. 

Since1958 radiocarbon dating has been used to establish 

the age of strata and associated materials. 

3) Science of dates; arrangement in order of time of occur-

rence. 

4) Study of humankind, which developed following 19th – 

century evolutionary theory to investigate the human spe-

cies, past and present, physically, socially and culturally. 

5) Study of contemporary peoples, concentrating on their ge-

ography and culture, as distinct from their social systems. 

Scientists make a comparative analysis of data from differ-

ent cultures to understand how cultures work and why they 

change, with a view of deriving general principles about 

human society. 

6) Study of fossils. 

7) A record of what happened in the past; the study of the 

past, including explanations of the events. 

a) archaeology 

b) ethnography 

c) ethnology 

d) anthropology 

e) chronology 

f) paleontology 

g) history 

 

 

Ex. 3. Act as a lecturer for school-graduates. 

Give a lecture on: 

1. Cultural dating 

2. Scientific dating 

 

Ex. 4. Write an essay “The excavation of a site is an important part of putting 

together the archaeological record of an area”. 
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SECTION  II.  A REVIEW OF ANCIENT HISTORY 

 

UNIT I 

EARLY CIVILIZATIONS 
 

Vocabulary Focus 

 

Ex. 1. Check the knowledge of your vocabulary by giving the English equiva-

lents for the following words and word combinations. 

Остатки исчезнувшей цивилизации; рождение цивилизации; открыть 

невероятные города с храмами и пирамидами; исчезать; заброшенные 

храмы; проводить религиозные церемонии; требовать человеческих 

жертв; невероятно точная система отсчета времени; сильное и стабиль-

ное государство; высокоразвитая система управления; выдающиеся 

научные достижения; найти причину исчезновения загадочной цивили-

зации; основываться только на археологических данных; современные 

ученые; внести вклад в поступательное развитие человечества; незави-

симые города-государства; вновь приобрести независимость; выдающие-

ся достижения. 
 

Ex. 2. Complete the following chart. 

 Verb Noun Adjective 

1 civilize  civilized 

2  revelation revealed 

3  impression  

4 inhabit   

5  influence  

6 desert  deserted 

7 memorize memorial  

8  desolation  

9   expressive 

10 sacrifice   

11   various / varied 

12  record  

 

Ex. 3. Complete the following sentences with an appropriate word from the 

chart above. 

1. Mesopotamian literature is often very … .These ancient people wrote 

very vividly about their feelings. 



 21 

2. Since the growth of warfare in ancient times stimulated the growth of 

economic and social complexity it nonetheless must be counted as a step 

toward the emergence of … . 

3. Modern knowledge of the first 35,000 years of human life is based entire-

ly on archeological … . 

4. The author’s drawings in the book … incredible cities with temples and 

pyramids. 

5. Obviously the invention of writing alone would earn the ancient Mesopo-

tamians a prominent place among the most inventive and … peoples who 

ever contributed to the forward movement of humankind. 

6. Their society was suddenly and totally destroyed and their last great capi-

tal was … . 

7. Lincoln’s power of persuasion was … .  

8. Everyone left with a good … of the play. 

9. There are … ways to solve the problem. 

10. The class expressed … opinions about the movie. 

11. The landscape was quite … . 

12. The island’s earliest … came from India. 

13. Soldiers who die for their country have made the supreme … 

14. Food and wine were offered as … to the gods. 

15. It was a truly … experience. 

16. The prime minister today unveiled a … to those who died in the disaster. 
 

Ex. 4. Find the word in each group that doesn’t belong. 

1. jungle desert forest woods 

2. deserted abandoned inhabited empty 

3. disappear vanish destroy leave 

4. incredible astonishing unbelievable plain 

5. exact general accurate precise 

6. mysterious unusual ordinary strange  

7. collapse develop decay fall 

8. disprove demonstrate show confirm 

 

Ex. 5. Complete the following sentences with an appropriate form of verbs 

given below: break, go, come, look, bring, face, give, go, cut. 

1. For some mysterious reason, the Mayan system of government suddenly 

____ down. 

2. Nobody knows what brought this collapse ____ . 

3. But when it happened, it was as if a candle had suddenly gone ____ . 

4. No doubt the Mayas had gone ____ some difficult times before. 
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5. Perhaps the Kings found they could no longer count ____ the support of 

the people. 

6. Perhaps important supplies of food and minerals were suddenly ____ off. 

7. Perhaps the people ____ down with strange diseases. 

8. Writers will probably continue ____ for an explanation. 

9. But I doubt if they will ever ____ up with a satisfactory answer. 

10. It is one of the biggest problems historians have ever ____ up against. 

11. They’ll just have to ___ up to the fact that they may never find an answer. 

12. Do you think they should ___ up trying to find an answer? 
 

Ex. 6. Read the extracts and write the correct form of the words given below. 

There is an example at the beginning. 

0 fascinate 

1 wonder 

2 civilize 

3 see 

4 include 

5 comfort 

6 fly 

7 impress 

8 enjoy 

9 choose1. Mexico City  - 2 days/1 night 

Spend a (0) … fascinating two days taking time out to visit the metropolis 

of this (1) … country, namely Mexico City. Fly with us to the land of the early 

Mayan and Aztec (2) … , and experience this land of magnificent (3) … , set 

against high snow-capped mountains. This all (4) … tour covers a half day 

tour of the fascinating city, an overnight stay in a (5) … two-star hotel and all 

(6) … . You will also have a full-day tour out to San Juan Teotihuacan, the 

city of Gods, built around 100 B.C. Visit the (7) … temples of the sun and the 

moon, and other remains of the ancient culture. 

2. Fiesta Mexicana 

A thoroughly (8) … evening with the chance to experience a real Mexican 

party, which includes a (9) … of real Mexican drinks such as Margaritas, rum, 

tequila and beer! With delicious Mexican-style buffet plus Mexican folk-

dancing. 

 

Ex. 7. Read the text and choose the best answers A, B, C or D. 

In 1967, a research team from an American university (1) ____ out to ex-

plore the Well of Sacrifice at Chichen Itza. Unfortunately, however, the water 

in this well was so dark that it was impossible for divers to see, so the team 

had to use filters to clean it. 
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Just as this work was about to begin, some (2) ____ Indians told the team 

that the well was (3) ____ by the spirit of a rain god. The god was (4) ____ as 

Chac, and they warned the team that Chac would (5) ____ revenge if his home 

was disturbed. The team listened politely but (6) ____ these warnings and 

went on with their research. (7) ____ the summer, pumps and filters were 

used, but it wasn’t until (8) ____ months later that the water was clear enough 

for divers to go down into the well. 

When they got (9) ____ to work they began to discover various objects at 

the (10) ____ of the well. (11) ____ the things they brought back to the sur-

face were human bones, and by the time they had (12) ____, they had recov-

ered more than 50 skeletons. This was (13) ____ that the well had indeed been 

used for human sacrifice. 

Perhaps it would have been better if the team had (14) ____ to the warn-

ings of the Indians, because within a year, several members of the team had 

been (15) ____ in mysterious accidents. 

1. A put   B broke   C set     D looked 

2. A local   B natural   C near    D close 

3. A lived   B housed   C resided    D inhabited 

4. A named   B called   C told    D known 

5. A have   B make   C do     D take 

6. A ignored   B refused   C denied    D rejected 

7. A Along   B Within   C Throughout   D Inside 

8. A few   B several   C various    D any 

9. A down   B through   C about    D at 

10. A end   B ground   C depth    D bottom 

11. A Between B Around   C Within    D Among 

12. A ended   B finished   C concluded   D achieved 

13. A clear   B proof   C evident    D obvious 

14. A listened B heard   C noticed    D watched 

15. A died   B wounded  C killed    D missed 

 

Evaluating through Reading 
 

Text 1 

The Lost Civilization 

Ex. 1. The text below tells about the Mayas’ civilization. Scan it for the main 

ideas. Then skim it to answer the questions that follow the text. 

In 1841, a book was published that astonished the world. It was called In-

cidents of Travel in Central America, Chiapas and Yucatan. The author, John 

Lloyd Stephens, had just returned from a long, difficult and dangerous journey 
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throughout the thick rain forests of southern Mexico and Guatemala. He had 

gone there with Frederick Catherwood, an architect and artist, to search for the 

remains of a lost civilization called the Mayas. 

Very little was known about this ancient civilization at the time, but 

Catherwood’s drawings in the book revealed incredible cities with temples, 

pyramids and other buildings as impressive as those of their northern neigh-

bours, the Aztecs. These cities, however, were deserted. The people had van-

ished.  

The discovery of the cities was an experience that most archeologists could 

only dream of. As Stephens wrote in his book: “We lived in the ruined palaces 

of their kings, we went up to their desolate temples and fallen altars , and 

wherever we moved we saw evidence of their taste, their skills in arts, their 

wealth and power. As we stood in the desolation and ruin, we looked back to 

the past and imagined every building perfect, with its terraces and pyramids 

and its sculptured and painted ornaments.” 

When he wrote this, Stephens had already realized that these places were 

not cities in the European sense. They were, in fact, sacred gathering places 

for the farmers in the surrounding areas, consisting of a huge central square 

with various religious buildings around it. The people would journey there for 

the great religious festivals, and at other times the vast buildings would be 

empty except for the priests and some of the nobles.  

The Mayan ceremonies that were held here were terrifying occasions, be-

cause the Mayas believed in gods that demanded human sacrifice. Sometimes 

the believers would offer their own blood to please the gods, and would cut 

themselves by passing a rope of thorns through their mouth. At other times, 

they would sacrifice prisoners or children, and Mayan paintings show how 

they would treat a victim’s heart out and then cut off his head. 

In spite of the violence of their religion, the Mayas’ civilization was very 

advanced. Their engineers were capable of moving huge blocks of stone long 

distances and cutting them into precise shapes and sizes. They also had a high-

ly developed system of government and of agriculture, as well as incredibly 

accurate system for measuring time. 

These scientific achievements are particularly remarkable because there is 

no evidence that the Mayas had any contact with any other ancient cultures. 

Indeed, one writer has tried to prove that the Mayas must have been visited by 

aliens from outer space, and that their gods were astronauts. A more tradition-

al explanation is that they developed their skills over more than a thousand 

years, and most archeologists believe that the process of development began 

as long ago as 500 BC. The Mayas first began building their great cities in 250 

AD, and developed a strong and stable society that lasted for centuries. 
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At some stage however, Mayan civilization collapsed. Their society was 

suddenly and totally destroyed, and by the year 1200, their last great capital 

Chichen Itza was deserted. All over the Yucatan, the great temples and pyra-

mids were abandoned and allowed to fall into decay as the jungle grew back 

around them. 

Some people believe that the end of the Mayas may have been brought 

about because of diseases or epidemics. Others think that it may have been 

caused by sudden environmental changes. The real reasons for the sudden col-

lapse of their civilization may never be discovered. All we really know is that 

when the first Europeans arrived in 1517, this great and mysterious culture 

was only a memory. 

1. What book astonished the world in 1841? 

2. After what journey did the author, John Lloyd Stephens, write the book? 

3. Who accompanied John Stephens during a long difficult and dangerous 

journey? 

4. What did Catherwood’s drawings reveal? 

5. What are the author’s impressions of the cities they discovered? 

6. Where did the Mayas hold their religious festivals? 

7. Why were their religious ceremonies terrifying occasions? 

8. What evidence proves that the Mayas’ civilization was very advanced? 

9. Why are the Mayas’ scientific achievements particularly remarkable? 

10. What do the archeologists say about the process of development of Ma-

yas’ civilization? 

11. How long did the Mayan civilization approximately last? 

12. Are there any hypotheses why Mayan civilization collapsed? 
 

Text 2 

Mesopotamia: The First Civilization. 

Ex. 1. This text is about one of the most remarkable civilization in the history 

of humankind. Read the text and learn about the first civilization. Make the list 

of the Mesopotamians’ inventions. What innovations do you think the Mesopo-

tamians were the first to develop? Make a list. 
 

Ex. 2. Read the text and write down key sentences from each paragraph of the 

text and combine them into a short summary. 

History begins in Sumer. Modern knowledge of the first 35,000 years of 

human life is based entirely on archeological records, for until only a little 

more than 5,000 years ago humans left behind many things but no words. 

Around 3200 B.C.E., however, in a region of Mesopotamia known as Sumer, 
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the earliest forms of writing were invented and “history began” in the sense 

that words were recorded that help current scholars understand what men and 

women were doing. 

 

Mesopotamian Inventions and Innovations 

Obviously the invention of writing alone would earn the ancient Meso-

potamians a prominent place among the most inventive and influential peoples 

who ever contributed to the forward movement of humankind. But amazingly 

the peoples who inhabited Mesopotamia in the centuries between roughly 

3200 and roughly 500 B.C.E. contributed much more. We sometimes forget 

that somebody had to have invented the wheel, but somebody did and he or 

she was a Mesopotamian who lived around 3000 B.C.E. Somebody had to in-

vent the calendar too, and somebody had to invent the mathematical functions 

of multiplication and division, and those persons also were ancient Mesopo-

tamians. Aside from arriving at such inventions, the Mesopotamians were pro-

found thinkers who pioneered in the life of the mind to such an extent that 

their innovations in theology, jurisprudence, astronomy, and narrative litera-

ture all became fundamental for subsequent developments in these areas of 

thought and expression. Assuredly the ancient Mesopotamians had their unat-

tractive qualities; for example, their rulers were usually ruthless militarists, 

and their art often seems frigid or fierce. Nevertheless, the "first chapter of 

history," which the Mesopotamians wrote by their exploits and their docu-

ments, was surely one of the most important chapters in the entire book of 

human events. 

 

Ancient Sumer: The World of the First Cities 

Between 3500 and 3200 B.C.E., Mesopotamia, the land between the Tigris 

and Euphrates rivers became the first civilized territory on the globe in the 

sense that its society and culture rested on the existence of cities. We may call 

the historical period that ensued, lasting from about 3200 B.C.E. to about 2000 

B.C.E., the "Sumerian era" because the most advanced part of Mesopotamia 

was then its southernmost territory, Sumer, a region of mud flats, which was 

roughly the size of Massachusetts. During the first nine centuries of the Sume-

rian era no unified government existed in Sumer; instead, the region was dot-

ted with numerous independent city-states, the most important of which were 

Uruk, Ur, and Lagash. Then, around 2320 B.C.E., all Sumer was conquered by 

a mighty warrior from Akkad, the part of Mesopotamia lying directly to the 

north. This warrior's birth name does not survive, but we know that he took 

the title of "Sargon," which means "true king," and that contemporaries called 

him "Sargon the Great." Mesopotamian chronicles record that Sargon gained 
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control of Sumer by winning thirty-four battles; when his victories finally 

brought him to “the lower sea” (the Persian Gulf), he washed his weapons in 

its waters to signify the end of struggle. For almost two centuries thereafter 

Sargon the Great’s dynasty ruled an empire consisting of Akkad and Sumer. 

But around 2130 B.C.E. Sumer regained its independence and enjoyed a “re-

vival” that lasted until roughly 2000 B.C.E., during which time most of the re-

gion was ruled by kings who resided in Ur. The Sumerians' accomplishments 

during this revival were truly extraordinary. 

 

Ex. 3. Answer the questions 

1. Why do the scholars say that history begins in Sumer? 

2. Which invention or innovation of Mesopotamians do you think is the most 

important? 

3. Who were the Sumerians? 

4. What were some of the major accomplishments of the Sumerian civiliza-

tion that we still use today? 
 

Evaluating through Listening 
 

Ex. 1. Listen to the first part of the text. You will hear a guide telling a group 

of visitors about Chichen Itza one of the Most famous Mayan cities. Make the 

list of buildings the guide is speaking about. 

 

Ex. 2. Listen again and decide which of the places fits the description below. 

One description is not needed. 

1. It may have been used to keep prisoners. 

2. It was used to decide who should be sacrificed. 

3. It was used for an important ceremony once a year. 

4. It was of scientific significance. 

5. It contains an image of a Mayan god. 

6. It was where the majority of the victims were killed. 

 

Ex. 3. Listen to the second part of the text as many times as you need to be ca-

pable to complete the sentences. 

1. … built in about 1194. 

2. The length of the court is 137 metres and the height of the walls is … 

3. Ball courts are found at … 

4. Game was probably … 

5. The game could also have been important … 

6. Evidence for this comes from … 
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7. We get a fairly good idea of the rules … 

8. The aim of the game was … 

9. The penalty for losing … 

10. The game was played very seriously … 

11. The winners were given … 

 

 

Targeting Vocabulary 
 

Ex. 1. Read the text and decide which word, A, B, C or D, best fits each space. 

There is an example at the beginning (0). 

An American professor who has studied the Mayas has (0) come up with a 

new theory about the sudden end of their empire. (1) _____ to Professor Rich-

ard Hansen, an archaeologist at the University of California, the (2) _____ of 

the Mayan civilization in Central America was (3) _____ about by the Mayas 

themselves. 

“Their object was to display their (4) _____ and power by making their 

buildings and decoration as beautiful as possible. This (5) _____ using large 

quantities of lime, which they put on the walls to make them smooth. Unfortu-

nately, the creation of lime is a process which requires intense heat, and they 

therefore (6) _____ to cut down huge numbers of trees. This affected the qual-

ity of the soil, and it became almost impossible to farm.” 

Professor Hansen, who has (7) _____ returned from an excavation in the El 

Mirador region of northern Guatemala, (8) _____ a meeting of archaeologists 

in Philadelphia that the Mayas, having (9) _____ this mistake in the 3rd centu-

ry, repeated it 600 years later, at which time it proved fatal. Increasing food 

(10) _____ among the Mayas created a Central American equivalent of the 

Peloponnesian War which ravaged (11) _____ Greece. However, (12) _____ 

the Greek civil war, which only (13) ____ for 27 years, the Mayan wars 

(14) _____ on for many centuries and left many of their great cities and temples 

in (15) _____. 

0 A brought B come C found D stood 

1 A Referring B Relating C According D Respecting 

2 A collapse B drop C crash D stop 

3 A made B came C turned D brought 

4 A wealth B fortune C salary D cash 

5 A depended B needed C requested D involved 

6 A obliged B forced C must D had 

7 A still B just C already D yet 

8 A explained B suggested C claimed D told 



 29 

9 A done B had C taken D made 

10 A lack B shortages C droughts D failures 

11 A antique B old C past D ancient 

12 A unless B apart C without D unlike 

13 A stayed B spent C longed D lasted 

14 A ran B went C came D brought 

15 A injuries B damages C spoils D ruins 

 

Ex. 2. Decide which word, A, B, C or D, best fits each space. There is an ex-

ample at the beginning (0). 

The ruins of Pompeii 

In AD 79, Mount Vesuvius (0) erupted, sending out a huge cloud of dust 

and rock that darkened the sky. It came without warning, and the (1) _____ of 

the explosion was so great that it was felt from hundreds of miles away. 

In the town of Pompeii, at the foot of the volcano, the inhabitants picked up 

whatever belongings they (2) _____ carry and (3) _____ the open countryside. 

In the terrible storm that followed, dust and rock from the volcano rained 

down onto the town, filling the streets with deep layers of ash and poisonous 

gas, (4) _____ it impossible for the people to (5) _____. The town of Pompeii 

was completely (6) _____ by the rain of death, and (7) _____ lost to the world 

for centuries. 

Excavation work did not begin (8) _____ 1748, when Rocco Alcubierre 

found some wall painting while he was digging at the site. In the years that 

followed, archaeologists realized that they had (9) _____ one of the most 

astonishing ruins of all time. Almost everything in Pompeii had been 

(10) _____ preserved. Several houses still had their roofs, and inside the furni-

ture and the decorations were (11) _____ as they had been centuries 

(12) _____. There were also the remains of over 2,000 people. Some of the 

(13) _____ had made the mistake of sheltering in their cellars, where they 

were killed by poisonous gases from the volcano. Others had been (14) _____ 

from escaping, and in the prison were men who had been chained to the wall 

and (15) _____ to die. 
0 A erupted B ejected C emerged D expanded 

1 A energy B fuel C power D efficiency 

2 A managed B succeeded C achieved D could 

3 A made up B made out C made over D made for 

4 A having B leaving C making D turning 

5 A get down B get over C get away D get on 

6 A damaged B hurt C collapsed D destroyed 

7 A lay B lied C laid D lain 

8 A by B until C for D since 
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9 A come up B come across C come over D come on 

10 A exactly B perfectly C accurately D precisely 

11 A same B alike C just D similar 

12 A earlier B previous C former D preceding 

13 A injured B victims C sufferers D deaths 

14 A avoided B blocked C arrested D prevented 

15 A deserted B abandoned C left D rejected 

 

Ex. 3. Complete the passage with the best word, A, B, C or D. 

One of the most exciting archaeological discoveries in history was made in 

November 1922, when Howard Carter was working in the Valley of the Kings 

in Egypt. After many months of work, he finally (1) _____ across an unknown 

tomb. 

Together with his friend Lord Carnarvon, who was providing the (2) _____ 

for the excavations, he entered the dark chamber. At first there was disap-

pointment, because the tomb was (3) _____, and it was clear that it had been 

(4) _____ at some time in the past. However, one of the workers eventually 

uncovered a small stairway that (5) _____ down to another door that had not 

been opened. 

Carter went down the dark staircase, walking (6) _____ in case there were 

any traps. As he opened the door, Lord Carnarvon (7) _____ if he could see 

anything. He replied: “Yes, - wonderful things.” It was clear at once that they 

had discovered what they had been looking (8) _____. The tomb of the boy 

pharaoh Tutankhamun was full of treasures of great (9) _____. There were 

over 5,000 objects of silver, gold and precious stones which had (10) _____ 

there undiscovered for thousands of years.  

Lord Carnarvon’s pleasure at (11) _____ the treasures did not (12) _____ 

long. Many of the local people were afraid of disturbing the pharaohs’ tombs, 

and believed that the pharaohs would (13) _____ revenge on anyone who en-

tered them. Lord Carnarvon had (14) _____ little attention to these warnings, 

but only a few weeks later, he suddenly fell ill and died; at the exact time of 

his death, all the lights in Cairo suddenly (15) _____ out, and far away in Eng-

land, his dog also died. 

1 A came B arrived C got D found 

2 A salary B money C currency D wage 

3 A deserted B abandoned C left D empty 

4 A taken B robbed C stolen D broken 

5 A took B brought C led D conducted 

6 A accurately B carefully C carelessly D precisely 

7 A demanded B requested C questioned D asked 

8 A into B after C up D for 
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9 A expense B price C cost D value 

10 A lied B laid C lain D lying 

11 A discovering B inventing C learning D searching 

12 A stay B take C make D last 

13 A have B take C make D bring 

14 A sent B paid C taken D made 

15 A went B passed C gave D ran 

 

Ex. 4. Complete the text with the correct form of the words in capitals. There 

is an example at the beginning (0). 

Many years ago, archaeology was about making 

(0) spectacular discoveries and finding buried treasure. 

0. spectacle 

Now, however, it has become a more (1) _____ subject, 

and archaeologists are becoming increasingly (2) _____ in 

finding out more about the lives of ordinary people rather 

than the (3) _____ lives of kings and emperors. 

1. science 

2. interest 

 

3. drama 

Much of the work of an archaeologist can be tedious and 

(4) _____; 99% of archaeology is concerned with reading, 

excavating, recording and classifying, and, unlike the world 

of Indiana Jones, it is neither thrilling nor (5) _____. How-

ever, the real (6) _____ of archaeology comes through an 

(7) _____ stream of new (8) _____, any one of which may 

alter the way we look at history. Even the smallest piece of 

pottery, however (9) _____ it may appear at first glance, 

can change our whole (10) _____ of things that happened 

in the past. 

 

4. repeat 

 

5. danger 

6. excite 

7. end 

8. discover 

9. importance 

10. understand 

 

Ex. 5. Read the text and think of ONE word which best fits each space. There 

is an example at the beginning (0). 

Many tourists (0) who visit Central America find (1) _____ surprising to 

learn that the Mayas still live there. (2) _____ it is true that their ancient civili-

zation came to an end when their country was taken (3) _____ by the Spanish 

conquistadors, the Mayan people carried (4) _____ living in the area. Today 

there are an estimated 1,2 million Mayas (5) _____ live in southern Mexico, 

and many other areas of Central America states have large Mayan populations 

as (6) _____. 

Many of their stories and art forms have remained unchanged over time, 

and today, women weave clothing and carpets that have signs and symbols 

that are the (7) _____ as those found in ancient temples. The different patterns 

and symbols on these brightly coloured clothes (8) _____ only look attractive, 
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(9) _____ can also communicate important information such (10) _____ mari-

tal status. 

(11) _____ though the majority (12) _____ the Mayas are now Catholic, 

many of the festivals that they (13) _____ part in are a mixture of the old ritu-

als that their ancestors (14) _____ to practise and more modern Christian ele-

ments. It was perhaps the Mayas’ ability to adapt and change that made 

(15) _____ possible for them to survive to the present day. 
 

 

Critical Thinking Skills 
 

Ex. 1. Be ready to discuss the following issues: 

1. What does a civilization consist of? In other words. What are some criteria 

for a civilization? List your ideas. Give the most outstanding characteristic 

of a civilization and explain your choice. 

2. The first civilization developed in Mesopotamia, but civilizations devel-

oped in other places as well, including the Western Hemisphere. Choose 

one of the civilizations and write a report. Focus on the civilization’s in-

ventions and innovations and compare them with those of the Mesopotami-

ans and Mayas. Explain which inventions and innovations of these civiliza-

tions were particularly valuable. 
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UNIT II 

GREEKS 
 

Vocabulary  Focus 
 

Ex. 1. Match the words in column A with their meanings in column B. 

A B 

sprinkle (v) 

erupt (v) 

rivalry (n) 

tend (v) 

harvest (v) 

scarce (a) 

spur (v) 

thrive (v) 

flee (v) 

standstill (n) 

stop, halt 

not available in sufficient quantity; not equal to the demand 

scatter in different directions, here and there 

run on hurry away (from) 

break not 

competition 

cut and gather in of grain and other food crops 

urge smb. or sth on to greater activity 

look after, take care of 

prosper, succeed  

 

Ex. 2. Check the knowledge of your vocabulary by giving the English equiva-

lents for the following word combinations. 

Неровные горы, небольшие бухты, ухаживали за виноградниками и 

оливковыми рощами; иногда зерна было недостаточно; законодатель; 

прекрасные произведения искусства; резные статуэтки; гончарные изде-

лия; тканые изделия; комнаты во дворцах образовывали лабиринты; во-

допроводная система; минойская культура; микенская цивилизация; тор-

говля оказалась в тупике; разноцветные фрески сценок повседневной 

жизни. 

 

Ex. 3. Find in the text verbs derived from the following nouns. 

Development, settlement, harvest, spur, builder, conquest, decline, invaders. 

 

Ex. 4. Find in the text nouns derived from the following verbs: 

To rival, to supply, to trade, to contact, to conquer, to achieve  

 

Ex. 5. Use the given word at the end of each line to form a word that fits the 

gap in the same line. 

According to a Greek legend, the Olympic Games were 

started by Hercules, son of Zeus, in honour of his father. The 

first Olympic Games about which we have ______ were lend 

in 776 BC on the plain of Olympia. Games had taken place 

 

 

inform 

 



 34 

before this date but had consisted ______ of chariot races. 

The ancient Greeks thought the Games were so ______ that 

they measured time by the interval between them. A period 

of four years was referred to as Olympiad. The Games also 

represented the Greek ideal of physical _____ and beauty, 

which they considered as important as the _____ of the mind. 

Nothing, not even war, was allowed to interfere with the 

Games. They were held ______ every four years for more 

than 1 000 years until their _____ by the Romans in AD 394. 

At the end of the nineteenth century, a Frenchman called 

Baron de Coubertin suggested ______ the tradition. Follow-

ing his suggestion fifteen nations met at an ______ congress 

in 1894. Two years later, the first modern Olympic Games 

were held in Athens. In 2004, the Olympics will return to 

Greece, when Athens will once again play host to the 

_______ sports event in the world. 

main 

importance 

 

 

fit 

develop 

 

continue 

abolish 

 

establish 

nation 

 

 

 

great 

 

Evaluating Through Reading 
 

Text  1 

The Early Greeks 

The area in which the ancient Greeks lived was centered on the Aegean. 

Between the 2000s B.C. and 100 B.C., these people developed a civilization 

there that grew to control the ancient world. Although many people settled on 

the peninsula called the Peloponnesus, others settled on the numerous islands 

sprinkled throughout the Aegean. 

The rugged mountains and the bays and inlets of the seas divided Greece 

into many small, isolated regions. The people who settled in each region formed 

closely knit communities. Sometimes neighboring groups became bitter enemies. 

At various times in Greek history, these fierce rivalries erupted into wars. 

The sea connected the peoples who became known as the Greeks. In fact, 

no point on the mainland is more than 40 miles from the sea. As a result, the 

sea became the Greeks’ link to other peoples, products, and ideas. 

Farming in Ancient Greece 

The geography of Greece helped to shape its economy as well as its histo-

ry. As was the case with other ancient civilizations, such as those in Sumer 

and Egypt, most people in ancient Greece were farmers. 

Greece had mild winters and hot, sunny summers. As a result, farmers 

could raise crops all year round. 
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In spring and summer, Greek farmers tended vineyards and olive groves. In 

fall they harvested grapes and olives, and they also planted wheat and barley. 

They harvested these crops in the springs. 

The hilly terrain was ideal for growing grapes and olives, so the Greeks 

could produce plenty of these crops. However, less than one-fourth of 

Greece’s land was level enough for planting grains, so at times grains were 

scarce. To supplement their stores of wheat and barley, the Greeks sailed west 

to Sicily and east to the Black Sea region to trade for grains. They may also 

have sailed south to trade with the Egyptians. 

Greece was ideally located for sea trade. The Greeks made extensive con-

tacts with people from advanced cultures – Egyptians, Phoenicians, Persians, 

and others. These contacts led to the spread of ideas that spurred the develop-

ment of Greek civilization. 

The roots of Greek civilization can be traced to two nearby cultures that 

flourished and declined between 3000 B.C. and 1100 B.C. On the island of 

Crete first major civilization of the region arose. According to legend, its lead-

er was a conqueror and lawgiver named King Minos. The period from about 

2000 B.C. to 1400 B.C. is called the Minoan Age. 

Minoan Civilization 

The Minoans developed a system of writing, and they created fine artwork, 

including carved statuettes, pottery, metal bowls, jewelry, and weavings. The 

Minoans also were great sailors. They carried on a rich trade with the people 

of Egypt, Phoenicia, and Mesopotamia. 

The Minoans were master builders as well. At Crete’s main city, Knossos, 

and in other cities they built huge palaces. These palaces had a mazelike series 

of rooms surrounding a central courtyard. 

Although they were built nearly 4,000 years ago, the palaces were quite 

advanced. The Minoans equipped them with underground plumbing and piped 

running water to luxurious bathing rooms. The walls of the palaces were deco-

rated with colorful murals of daily life in ancient Crete. 

Mycenaean Civilization 

While the Minoan civilization was thriving on the island of Crete, people 

began settling on the Greek mainland as well. About 1900B.C., they began 

building cities high on hilltops, overlooking the surrounding countryside and 

the sea. The largest of these cities was Mycenae. 

Like the Minoans, the Mycenaeans built a large fleet of ships. They set out 

to capture rich trade routes and establish colonies. The Mycenaeans learned 

from the Minoans. They built palaces in the Minoan style and adopted the Mi-

noan system of writing. Gradually, they became more powerful. 
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Then, in about 1450 B.C., the Mycenaeans conquered the Minoans. With 

the downfall of the Minoans, the Mycenaeans became the dominant civiliza-

tion in the Aegean region. The period between 1400 B.C. and 1100 B.C. is 

called the Mycenaean Age. 

The Dark Age 

In the 1100s B.C., the Mycenean culture began to decline. No one knows 

for sure why, but by about 1150 B.C. Mycenae fell to invaders. Soon after-

wards, the Dorians, who were groups of related peoples from the northern part 

of Greece, moved into the area. Many Mycenaeans fled. Greece was entering a 

period of decline called the Dark Age. 

During the Dark Age, which lasted from about 1100 B.C. to 800 B.C., 

trade came to a standstill. The written language disappeared. People lived in 

isolated villages. 

However, the early history of Greece was not lost during this time. The oral 

tradition kept the history alive. Storytellers retold the legends and myths of 

their past. About 800 B.C., the Greeks began to write again, using an alphabet 

based on the system of the Phoenicians. During the 700s B.C., the poet Homer 

wrote down long poems, called epic poems, based on these oral tales. His epic 

poem the Odyssey was one of the most important literary achievements of the 

early Greeks. 

Around 750 B.C., Greece’s Dark Age came to an end. The population of 

Greece had increased during the Dark Age, and the isolated villages began to 

develop into cities. 

The isolated cities of the Dark Ages developed into city-states – independ-

ent, self-governing units. Each city-state included a city and the territory sur-

rounding the city. 

In the 600s and 500s B.C. the Greek city-states flourished. This period is 

called the Age of Expansion. 

 

Ex. 1. After reading the text choose the correct answer. 

1. The area in which the ancient Greeks lived was centered on 
a) the Adriatic See; 

b) the Aegean Sea; 

c) the Ionian Sea; 

d) the Mediterranean Sea. 

2. The people who settle in each region formed  
a) closely knit communities; 

b) city states; 

c) isolated villages;  

d) neighboring groups. 
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3. … connected the peoples who became known as the Greeks.  
a) the mountains; 

b) the bays; 

c) the sea; 

d) the inlets. 

4. The geography of Greece helped to shape 
a) its culture as well as its philosophy; 

b) its economy as well as its history; 

c) its religion as well as its theatre; 

d) its trade as well as its democracy. 

5. Greece was ideally located for 
a) tea trade; 

b) sea trade; 

c) grain trade; 

d) silk trade. 

6. The roots of Greek civilization can be traced to too nearly cultures. 
a) the island of Crete; 

b) the city of Mycenae; 

c) Sumer; 

d) Egypt. 

7. The period from about 2000 B.C. to 1400 B.C. is called  
a) the Minoan Age; 

b) the Age of Expansion; 

c) the Mycenaean Age; 

d) the Golden Age. 

8. … kept the history aline 
a) the written language; 

b) the oral tradition; 

c) pottery; 

d) colourful murals of daily life. 

9. … was one of the most important literary achievements of the early Greeks. 
a) Homer’s epic poem the “Odyssey”; 

b) Sophocles’ tragedy “Antigone”; 

c) Aristophanes’ comedies;  

d) Sappho’s. 

10. The isolated cities of the Dark Ages developed into  
a) democracy; 

b) monarchy; 

c) city-states; 

d) oligarchy.  
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Ex. 2. Choose the best answer according to the information stated or implied 

in the text. You may refer back to the text. 

1. Where did the ancient Greeks settle? 

2. What civilization did they develop? 

3. What communities did they form? 

4. What became the Greeks’ link to the other peoples products and ideas? 

Why? 

5. What helped Greece to shape its economy as well as its history? 

6. What can you sea about farming in ancient Greece? 

7. How did sea trade influence the growth of civilization in Greece? 

8. What were the roots of Greek civilization? 

9. What did the Minoan and Mycenaean civilizations have in common? 

10. How did the Greeks keep their history alive during the Dark Age? 

11. What was the Age of Expansion? 

 

 

Targeting  Grammar 
 

Ex. 1. Open the brackets. Use the correct tense forms. 

An ancient king (1 make) the request of a great Greek hero named Odys-

seus, according to the “Odyssey”, an early masterpiece of Greek literature. 

The “Odyssey” (2 retell) the legends of the travels and adventures of Odysseus 

3.000 years ago. 

For 10 years Odysseus (3 wander) among the islands and coastal regions of 

what (4 be) now Greece, according to the tale. He (5 endure) shipwrecks, 

(6 escape) from strange creatures such as one-eyed giant called a Cyclops, and 

(7 meet) a variety of strange and wonderful people. Finally, he (8 find) his 

way back to his home. 

These tales (9 be) just part of the sick heritage of the Greeks, a people who 

(10 have) a lasting impact on Western civilization. Many present day concepts 

of government, art, literature, science and ideas can (11 trace) to the ancient 

Greeks. 

According to the “Odyssey” Odysseus (12 wander) throughout the region 

known today as the Aegean Sea. He (13 seek) to return to his home in Ithaca 

after fighting in the Trojan War. 
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Critical Thinking Skills 
 

Ex. 1. Be ready to discuss the following issues in the class. 

1. What were some of the forces that influenced the rise of civilization in an-

cient Greece? 

2. How did the Greeks keep their history alive during the Dark Age? 

3. Why did Greece develop as a group of individual city-states rather than a 

unified state? 

 

Ex. 2. Give your own idea on 

Why epic poems such as “the Odyssey” are important sources of infor-

mation about the Greek civilization. 

 

Ex. 3. Imagine that you had traveled with Odysseus. Write an account of what 

you saw.  



 40 

SECTION  III.  MODERN ERA STUDIES 
 

 

UNIT I 

WORLD WAR I 
 

Vocabulary Focus 
 

Ex. 1. Look through the following words and find their translation in the dic-

tionary. Identify them as nouns, verbs and adjectives. 

Militarism; armaments; ultimatum; mobilize; escalate; fateful; stalemate; ar-

mistice; self-determination; mandate; total; propaganda; fair; massive; loud; 

intense; reparation; ally, rival, approach.  

 

Ex. 2. Match the words in column A with their meaning in column B: 

A B 
1) militarism 

 

2) armaments 

3) ultimatum 

 

4) escalate 

5) stalemate 

6) reparation 

7) armistice 

8) propaganda 

a) information designed to influence people’s beliefs or ac-

tions. 

b) grow more intense 

c) a policy of glorifying war and readying the armed forces 

for conflict 

d) a final set of  demands 

e) weapons and military supplies 

f) a halt to the fighting 

g) war damage 

h) a stand-off that neither side could break 

 

Ex. 3. Make up the sentences of your own with the words given above. 

 

Ex. 4. Imply the acquired vocabulary while translating the sentences into Eng-

lish. 

1. Будучи уверенной в поддержке Германии, Австрия послала Сербии 

ультиматум. 

2. В течение нескольких лет сильнейшие государства Европы тратили 

значительные средства на вооружение. 

3. Союзническая пропаганда описывала Первую Мировую войну как 

борьбу между демократией и авторитаризмом. 
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4. Согласно Версальскому договору Германия должна была выплатить 

возмещение ущерба, нанесенного Первой Мировой войной, другим 

государствам. 

5. Первая Мировая война была первой тотальной войной (войной, кото-

рая вовлекала человеческие и материальные ресурсы участвующих в 

ней стран). 

6. В сентябре союзнические войска потребовали от своих правительств 

договориться о прекращении огня. 

7. Осенью 1918 года Османская империя и Австро-Венгрия сдались, а 

мятежи в немецких войсках заставили кайзера отказаться от трона. 

8. Военные действия достигли мертвой точки. 

 

Ex. 5. Read the text “Murder In Sarajevo”. Insert the following verbs and 

word combinations that suit the situation the best. 

 

Agreed;   used the assassination;    would alarm;   insisted;   ordered;    

gave;   assassinated;    turned for;   defeat;    agreed;   ultimatum.  

 

On June 28, 1914, in the Bosnian city of Sarajevo, a fateful shooting took 

place. A serbian nationalist named Gavrilo Princip … Archduke Francis Fer-

dinand, heir to the throne of Austria-Hungary. By killing the archduke, Princip 

and other nationalists hoped to prepare the way for a Slavic revolution. The 

Ausrian authorities, however, used the assassination as an excuse to take hos-

tile actions against Serbia. 

To carry out its plan against Serbia, Austria turned for support to its ally 

Germany. German leaders knew that an Austrian attack on Serbia … … Rus-

sia, which feared Austrian control of the Balkans. Russia and its ally France 

might join the conflict. Nevertheless, the Germans … that Germany must 

stand behind Austria, because the Austrian alliance was important to German 

security. Bot countries wanted a quick attack that would … Serbia before oth-

er nations could come to its aid. 

Confident of German backing, Austria sent Serbia an ultimatum. It … Ser-

bia to end all anti-Austrian activities and to let Austrian officials handle the 

investigation of the murder of Francis Ferdinand. Austria gave Serbia 48 hours 

to meet these terms. 

Austria had deliberately made its … too harsh for Serbia to accept. Yet the 

Serbs … to all the terms except the one dealing with the murder investigation. 

The Austrians, however, would not stop short of war. 
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Evaluating Through Reading 
 

Text 1 

The Start of the War 

Below is the text about the start of World War I. Scan the text for the main 

ideas, then skim it to choose the answers to the questions that follow it. 

On July 28, 1914, Austria declared war on Serbia. Two days later, Russia 

ordered its armed forces to ready themselves for battle. When Russia ignored a 

German warning to stop mobilizing its troops, Germany declared war against 

Russia on August 1. Two days later Germany also called for war on Russia’s 

ally, France. 

The war in Europe quickly escalated. The system of alliances trapped 

countries in a chain reaction. There seemed to be no way to escape. 

Germany planned to get around the French armies along the French-

German border by invading France through Belgium. When Belgium refused 

to let German troops to cross its territory, Germany invaded that country on 

August 3.The British were now involved, for Britain had pledged to guarantee 

Belgium’s neutrality. Moreover, the British realized that if Belgium and 

France fell, Germany would control Western Europe. On August 4, Britain 

joined the war on the side of its allies, Russia and France. Two days later, 

Austria declared war on Russia.  

Less than six days after the shooting at Sarajevo, most of the great powers 

in Europe – and several smaller nations – had been drawn into World War I. 

On one side were Serbia, France, Russia, Britain and Belgium. Before the war 

ended in 1918 many more countries would become involved. 

When war broke out in Europe in August 1914, most generals and political 

leaders felt sure the conflict would be short. The public shared this belief, and 

crowds gathered in the city streets to show their loyalty to their homelands and 

their readiness to fight. Filled with dreams of adventure and glory, few people 

thought of the horrors of war. They expected their soldiers to return home in a 

few months.  

Only a few leaders suspected that Europe was stumbling into a major war 

that would drastically change the world. “The lamps are going out all over Eu-

rope,” said Britain’s foreign secretary in 1914. “We shall not see them lit 

again in our lifetime.” 

As World War unfolded, the Triple Entente countries – France, Britain, and 

Russia – came to be called the Allies. Germany and Austria-Hungary, mem-

bers of the Triple Alliance, were now called the Central Powers. Italy, the oth-
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er member of the Triple Alliance, remained neutral at first. In 1915, it joined 

the Allies. 

The war steadily widened. The Ottoman Empire and Bulgaria joined the 

Central Powers. In 1917 the United States entered the war alongside the Al-

lies. Other countries in Europe, Asia and Latin America also chose sides, 

though most did not send troops into battle. 

 

1. Under what pretext was the war started? When? 

2. Why did Germany Declare war on Russia? 

3. The system of alliances trapped countries in a chain reaction, didn’t it? 

4. What events preceded the British involving in the war? 

5. On which side was Britain? 

6. Were most political leaders sure or not that the conflict would be short? 

7. What countries were Allies? (Central Powers)? 

 

List the main events described in the text in the written form 

 

Text 2 

The Aftermath of War 

Before reading the text think of the aftermath of World War I you have known 

from your History classes. Find some more information on the same subject in 

the text and write it down with the help of the key sentences. Put the questions 

that would be the point of your plan for retelling of the text. 

World War I, called “the Great War” at the time, was a turning point in 

world history. The changes it brought and the problems it created continued 

long after the fighting ended. 

Total war. World War I was the first total war. More than 8 million sol-

diers died in the fighting and 21 million were wounded, nearly wiping out an 

entire generation of young men. 

The war took a heavy toll on those far from the front, too. Some civilians, 

such as those aboard the Lusitania, were killed as a direct result of the con-

flict. Millions more died from hunger or from an influenza epidemic that 

swept through both neutral and warring countries. 

People at home sacrificed whatever they could to make sure their armies 

had enough supplies. Americans, for example, did without meat every Tues-

day and rationed such items as sugar and milk. Thousands of tons of steel and 

tin that might otherwise have been used for children’s toys went instead to 

make airplanes, rifles and ammunition. In order to save fuel, daylight-saving 

time invented in Europe. 
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To boost public support, governments on both sides of the war used propa-

ganda. Posters and speeches urged civilians to give their all to the war effort. 

Newspapers were censored to avoid reporting defeats and thereby keep up mo-

rale at home. Governments steadily took more and more control over the 

economy, turning all the resources of production toward the war effort. 

Women’s rights. At the outbreak of the war, women suffragists in Britain 

and the United States postponed their fight for equality so they could respond 

to their countries’ wartime needs. To release men for military service, many 

women took jobs on farms and in offices, factories and service industries. 

Women drove ambulances, mail trucks and buses. They read gas meters and 

collected railway tickets. They worked as laboratory assistants, plumbers and 

bank clerks. There were few jobs formerly held by men that women did not 

take on.  

During the war, a number of political leaders argued that extending the 

right to vote to women would aid the war effort. By the end of the war, little 

opposition remained to granting women political rights. In 1918 British wom-

en over the age of 30 gained the vote. By 1928 Parliament lowered the voting 

age for British women to 21, the same as for men. In 1919, the United States 

Congress approved a constitutional amendment extending the right to vote to 

women. The Nineteenth Amendment became law in the United States in 1920. 

By 1920 women had the right to vote in most northern European countries and 

in Russia. 

Unresolved problems. While World War I brought political changes, it 

did not sweep aside the attitudes that had helped cause the war. Militarist ideas 

persisted, especially in those countries that felt cheated by the peace settle-

ments. In the decade after the war, some extremists formed political parties 

that glorified war and violence. These parties paved the way for militarist 

leaders to take power in some countries. 

Imperialism remained as well. Asians and Africans under European rule 

had been encouraged by Allied promises of independence and by Wilson’s 

Fourteen Points. Their hopes sank as they realized that under the mandate sys-

tem, they could only wait for independence at some future date. 

Nationalist rivalries also intestified. Some Germans vowed that they would 

tear up the Versailles Treaty and regain lost lands. Italy claimed that it should 

have received more Austrian territory as well as a share of Germany’s African 

colonies. The Japanese were disappointed by the territorial settlements in 

Asia. 

Had the League of Nations been stronger, it might have been able to deal 

with these problems. However, conflicts among the League’s members kept it 
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from acting effectively. In the years ahead, peace would again break down and 

the world would be drawn into another devastating war.  

 

 

Targeting  Grammar 
 

Ex. 1. Fill in the necessary prepositions from the box. 

  Out       on        at       of       about        for        out      to     with 

1. Defenders of the Versailles Treaty pointed … that the German economy 

had recovered quickly. 

2. The demand … reparations caused great bitterness among the German 

people. 

3. … the peace conference, the British Prime minister had promised to punish 

Germany. 

4. On July 28,1914 Austria declared war … Serbia. 

5. When World War I broke … in Europe in the summer of 1914, it came as a 

shock … many people who had felt optimistic … the future. 

6. Britain declared to cooperate … France. 

7. Austria had made its ultimatum too harsh … Serbia to accept. 

8. Few people thought … the horrors of war. 

9. Britain and Russian competed … colonies in western Asia, but they shared 

a district of Germany. 

10. Jealous … Bismarck’s power, the kaiser William II forced him … … of-

fice. 

  

Ex. 2. Complete the following sentences with would, should could. Translate 

them into Russian. 

1. Wilson claimed that nationalists … have the right to establish their own 

government. Free of foreign control. 

2. Wilson hoped that a just settlement … encourage the defeated nations to 

work with the victoriuos Allies for a new and better world. 

3. Under the principle of self-determination, Austrian lands inhabited by Ital-

ians … belong to Italy after WWI. 

4. Wilson said that the interests of people, who lived in colonies, … have 

equal weight with the claims of the ruling government. 

5. Wilson felt that the open diplomacy, rather than secret treaties, … best pre-

serve peace. 
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6. Wilson had earlier declared that the end of the war … bring “a peace with-

out victory”. By this he meant that the Allies … treat their enemies gener-

ously. 

7. Harsh punishment, Wilson believed, … only cause Germany to seek re-

venge. 

8. Wilson believed there … be no lasting peace until militarism was ended. 

 

Ex. 3. Read the following sentences, translate them into Russian and write out 

all the Gerunds and Participles I. in two columns. 

1. Enemies embraced in the midst of no man’s land, rejoicing that the fighting 

was over. 

2. The Russian army had suffered staggering losses – more than two million 

soldiers were killed, wounded or captured in 1915 alone. 

3. Fearful to Germany’s growing military and industrial strength, France be-

gan to look for allies of its own. 

4. In 1904 Britain and France formed the Entente Cordiale which means in 

French “ Friendly understanding”. 

5. A fateful shooting took place on June 28, 1914 in Sarajevo. 

6. By killing the archduke, Gavrilo Princip and other nationalists hoped to 

prepare the way for a Slavic revolution. 

7. Russian leaders, realizing that the country could not continue the war, 

signed a humiliating treaty with Germany in March 1918. 

 

Ex. 4. Open the brackets in the following text, using the Tenses in Active or 

Passive Voice. 

The French (to humiliate) by their defeat in 1871 and (to realize) that 

France by itself (to be) no match for Germany. Fearful of Germany’s growing 

military and industrial strength, France (to begin) to look for allies of its own. 

In 1894, after the split between Germany and Russia, France (to make) an alli-

ance with Russia. 

Next France (to approach) its colonial rival, Great Britain. The British (to 

avoid) long alliances, choosing to stand alone as a way of avoiding quarrels on 

the continent. Yet Germany (to become) a serious rival for sea power and for 

colonies in Africa. Britain thus (to decide) to cooperate with France. In 1904 

they (to form) the Entente Cordiale. The name, in French, (to mean) “ friendly 

understanding.”  

France then (to try) to improve relations between its new partner and its 

older ally. Britain and Russia (to compete) for colonies in western Asia, but 

they (to share) a district of Germany. In 1907 this mutual fear (to lead) Britain 

and Russia to sign an agreement. This (to create) the Triple Entente – an un-
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derstanding among France, Britain and Russia. It (to be) a treaty of friendship, 

not a firm military pact. The Germans, however, (to regard) the Triple Entente 

as a hostile alliance that (to threaten) Germany from both the east and the 

west. 

By 1914 an armed and uneasy peace (to exist) in Europe. What Bismarck 

(to say) in 1879 (to be) still true:” The great powers of our time (to be) like 

travelers, unknown to one another, whom chance (to bring) together in a car-

riage. They (to watch) each other, and when one of them (to put) his hand into 

his pocket, his neighbor (to get) ready his own revolver in order to be able to 

fire the first shot.” 

The alliance system only (to heighten) this tense situation. A country that 

(to know) it (to have) allies (to be) more likely to act aggressively in a crisis. 

In addition, the alliance system (to hold) the danger of “a chain reaction”. A 

conflict between any two nations (to be) likely to expand and involve those 

countries’ allies. 

 

 

Critical  Thinking  Skills 
 

Ex. 1. Explain the following quotations as you see them (in writing). 

1. “The lamps are going out all over Europe. We shall not see them lit again 

in our lifetime.” 

2. Quarrels between nations must be settled not at the Conference table, but 

on the battle field; not with the pen, but with the sword; not with ink, but 

with blood”. 

 

Ex. 2. Americans hoped that WWI would be “ the war to end all wars”. Do 

you think it might have been possible to work out a peace treaty that would 

have made this hope a reality? Explain your point of view in writing form. 

 

Ex. 3.Prepare a report on the topic “ How the war affected civilians’ lives” 

based on the article “ The Home Front in the First World War” (pp.1-5.  

Hindsight. Volume 13. Number 2.January 2003)  
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UNIT II   

THE WORLD BETWEEN THE WARS 
 

 

Vocabulary Focus 
 

Ex. 1. Choose the word corresponding to the definition from those listed be-

low. 

a protest against smth, e.g. when workers stop working for an employer in or-

der to get more pay, shorter hours, better conditions; 

needing no help from others; 

a state of not being used, of not working, of not able to get work; 

a rise in prices brought about by the expansion of the supply bank money, 

credits; 

disturbed conditions because of widespread unemployment or poverty; 

an accident especially one involving loss of life; 

to require a person to pay a sum of money according to income, value of pur-

chases to the government for public purposes; 

to control; to keep (power, feelings) under control; 

to try to obtain smth by offering smth; 

to do anything necessary to get what one wants. 

unemployment, inflation, unrest, casualty, a strike, self-sufficient, to curb, to 

tax, to make a bid for, to go to any length(s). 

 

Ex. 2. Arrange the following in pairs of antonyms. 

a) to fail, inferior, to decline, chaos, to allow, to praise, stability, fascists, to 

strengthen; 

b) to win, superior, to thrive, democracy, to ban, to forbid, to blame, instabil-

ity, antifascists, to weaken. 

 

Ex. 3. Arrange the following in pairs of synonyms. 

a) to help, unrest, to soar, casualty, failure, rally, production, massacre, jail, to 

defeat, to ban, to flock; 

b) instability, accident, unsuccess, assemble, industry, killing, prison, to over-

throw, to forbid, to aid, to come, to go up. 

 

Ex. 4. Denote the following phrases by a single word. 

an aggressive nationalist system that places the interests of the state  above 

those of individuals; 



 49 

a political system that stresses obedience to authority; 

a system in which only one political party tries to control every aspect of life; 

a ruler who has absolute authority, especially one who has obtained such pow-

er by force; 

a person who leads; 

a person who offers to do smth, especially smth unpleasant and dangerous; 

measures for the spreading of information, doctrines, ideas; 

a person prejudiced against Jews, hating Jews. 

 

Ex. 5. Check the knowledge of your vocabulary by giving the English equiva-

lents for the following word combinations. 

Понесли ужасные потери; нехватка продуктов; провал в бизнесе; по-

вернули к идеологии; власть должна опираться на сильного лидера; по-

лучал поддержку; сдерживать (обуздывать) политическую власть рабо-

чего класса; претендовал на власть; обложил налогом незамужних и хо-

лостяков; стать самообеспеченным; Муссолини сделал все возможное; 

обвал на фондовой бирже; уволили больше рабочих; выплатить ссуду; 

«новый курс»; внушительная победа (на выборах); принять радикальные 

действия; нация была в отчаяние; когда Рузвельт вступил в должность; 

восстановить доверие общественности; защищать права профсоюзов; 

торговые корабли; безработица возросла; западные союзники; предоста-

вили японцам права на немецкие территории; японцев возмутило пове-

дение Запада; казалось, демократия укоренялась в Японии; сырье; испы-

тывая недостаток в деньгах; военачальники; устроили взрыв; использо-

вали террористические акты; для поддержания торговли с Западом. 

 

Ex. 6. Match the words in column A with their meanings in column B. 

A B 

1) collapse (n) a) ruin, fall from fortune or power 

2) stock (n) b) belief in oneself or others or what is said, reported; 

belief that one is right 

3) set off (v) c) money lent to a government in return  for interest; 

shares in the capital of a business company 

4) lay smb off (v) d) smth lent, especially a sum of money 

5) loan (n) e) start (a journey, race) 

6) landslide (n) f) dismiss temporarily (e.g. because of a shortage of ma-

terials) 

7) confidence (n) g) compensation for war damages, demanded from a de-

feated enemy 

8) reparations (n) h) promise to do smth 

9) stall (v) i) block, delay; avoid giving a clear answer to a question 
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10) pledge (v) j) sudden change in political opinion 

 

Ex. 7. Read the text below and decide what part of speech in A, B, C, or D 

best fits each gaps in the sentences. 

The Great Depression in the United States, the worst and longest (1) ___ 

collapse in the history of the modern industrial world, lasted from the end of 

1929 until the early 1940s. Beginning in the United States, the depression 

spread to most of the world’s industrial countries, which in the 20th century 

had become economically (2) ___ on one another. The Great Depression saw 

rapid declines in the production and sale of goods and a sudden, severe rise in 

(3) ___ . Business and banks closed their doors, people lost their jobs, homes, 

and savings, and many depended on (4) ___ to (5) ___ . In 1933, at the worst 

point in the depression, more than 15 million Americans – one-quarter of the 

nation’s workforce – were unemployed. 

The depression was caused by a number of serious (6) ___ in the economy. 

Although the 1920s appeared on the surface to be a (7) ___ time, income was 

unevenly distributed. The wealthy made large profits, but more and more 

Americans spent more than they (8) ___ , and farmers faced low prices and 

heavy debt. The lingering effects of World War I caused economic problems 

in many countries, as Europe struggled to pay war debts and reparations. 

These problems (9) ___ to the crisis that began the Great Depression: the (10) 

___ U.S. stock market crash of 1929, which ruined thousands of investors and 

destroyed (11) ___ in the economy. Continuing throughout the 1930s, the de-

pression ended in the United States only when (12) ___ spending for World 

War II began. 

 
1. A economize   C economically 

B economy    D economic 

 

2. A depend    C dependence 

B dependent   D dependably 

 

3. A unemployment   C employ 

B unemployed   D employee 

 

4. A charitable   C charity 

B charitably   D charities 

 

5. A survival    C survive 

B survived    D suviving 
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6. A weakness   C weaken 

B weak    D weakly 

 

7. A prosperity   C prosperously 

B prosperous   D prosper 

 

8. A earnings    C earning 

B earn    D earned 

 

9. A contibution   C contributed 

B contibute   D contributing 

 

10. A catastrophic   C catastrophically 

B catastrophe   D catastrophist 

 

11. A confidence   C confidential 

B confide    D confidentially 

 

12. A mass    C massively 

B massiveness   D massive 

 

Ex. 8. Various countries are involved in this article.  

a) What do you call the people of these countries? 

Germany     The Germans 

Britain 

Russia 

France 

The United States 

China 

Japan 

Turkey 

Greece 

Persia (Iran) 

Iraq 

Jordan 

Palestine 

Saudi Arabia 

Syria 

Lebanon 

 

b) The adjectives from these countries are irregular. Do you know them? 
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Evaluating Through Reading 
 

Text  1 

Dictatorships in Europe 

In the years after World War I, Europe was troubled by unemployment, in-

flation and social unrest. 

Fascist Italy. Though Italy had been on the winning side in World War I, it 

seemed in some ways more like a defeated nation. Italy had suffered terrible 

casualties in the war, losing about one tenth of its young men. 

After the war, there were food shortages, rising prices, unemployment, and 

business failures.  

Faced with these problems, many Italians turned to an ideology called fas-

cism. Fascists stressed nationalism and placed the interests of the state above 

those of individuals. To strengthen the nation, fascists said, power must rest 

with a single strong leader and a small group of devoted party members. They 

claimed that political disagreements divided and weakened a nation. 

The leading spokesperson for fascism in Italy was Benito Mussolini. Born 

in 1883, Mussolini was a socialist for a time. He broke with the Socialists, 

however, when they opposed Italy’s entry into World War I. In 1919 Mussoli-

ni and his followers organized the Fascist Party. 

Mussolini drew support from a wide range of Italians. Business owners, 

government officials, and landowners wanted a strong government that would 

end strikes and curb working-class political power.  For these same reasons, 

fascism also spread among Italy’s middle class, including university students, 

shopkeepers, and professional people. 

Italy’s soldiers and war veterans were also attracted to fascism. Mussolini 

spoke of bringing back the glory and military strength of ancient Rome. 

By early 1922 the fascist Party had more than 300,000 members and con-

trolled several major Italian cities. In October 1922, Mussolini made his bid 

for power. Speaking at a giant rally of his followers, he said, “Either they will 

give us the government, or we shall take it by descending on Rome.” A few 

days later, thousands of fascists began a march on Rome. When key officials 

in the government, the army, and the police sided with the Fascists, King Vic-

tor Emmanuel III made Mussolini head of the Italian government. 

Mussolini’s program to strengthen Italy included social and economic 

changes. To ensure a steady supple of soldiers, Mussolini made it hard for Ital-

ians to leave the country. He taxed single men, limited the number of jobs 

open to women, and encouraged Italian families to have more children. 
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The Fascists wanted Italy to become self-sufficient. Farmers were urged to 

use modern methods. To limit the power of workers and to control production, 

Mussolini reorganized the economy. All areas of production – farms, indus-

tries, transportation – were divided into 22 nationwide “syndicates”, each or-

ganized like a corporation. Independent labor unions were banned, and each 

syndicate controlled wages, prices, and working hours in its own area. 

Mussolini went to great lengths to win his people’s enthusiastic loyalty. In 

the schools, children were taught to admire him as Il Duce, meaning “the 

Leader,” and to accept his ideas without question. University professors had to 

swear an oath of loyalty to the fascist state. “Believe! Obey! Fight!” was the 

fascist slogan. Government propaganda told the Italian people that the fascists 

had done away with crime, poverty, and labor problems. Mussolini promised 

that his new Roman Empire would control the Mediterranean world. 

Despite all this boasting, Mussolini and the fascists never transformed Italy 

into a totalitarian state. 

 

The rise of German Fascism. One of the harshest critics of the Weimar 

Republic was Adolf Hitler. He adopted the extreme nationalist and racist ideas 

that were widespread in the late 1800’s. After the war, he joined a small na-

tionalists group in Munich. He changed its name to the National Socialists 

German Workers’ Party, and it became known as the Nazi Party. 

With Hitler at its head, the Nazi Party began to grow. Parades and mass ral-

lies drew exited crowds, who cheered Hitler’s speeches attacking the Ver-

sailles Treaty and the Weimar government. In 1923 the Nazis tried to over-

throw the government of the German state of Bavaria. The attempt failed, and 

Hitler was thrown into jail. While in jail, he wrote down his political views in 

a book titled Mein Kampf, or “My Struggle”. 

Mein Kampf stressed two themes, racism and nationalism. Hitler claimed 

that the Germans were a “master race” descended from the Aryan people. He 

considered Jews, Slavs, and other peoples to be “inferior races” who weak-

ened Germany. Hitler blamed the Jews for all of Germany’s problems: its de-

feat in the war, high unemployment, and the spread of communism. 

These racist ideas led to an extreme nationalism. Because Hitler believed 

that the Germans were a superior people, he felt they had the right to rule over 

other peoples. Hitler called on Germany to rebuild its strength, to win back 

lands lost in the Versailles Treaty, and to create a great German empire that 

would stretch across Europe. 

In the fall of 1929 came a disastrous economic depression. In nearly every 

country, trade declined, banks collapsed, and factories closed down. Prices of 

stocks fell steeply, businesses went bankrupt, and unemployment soared. 
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Germany was particularly hard hit. By 1932 more than six million people, 

nearly half the German labor force, were out work. 

Hitler’s political strategy was simple but effective. Over and over he re-

peated what he wanted people to believe. He gave them an enemy to hate and 

a cause to fight for. He played on their emotions with spellbinding speeches 

and used violence to impress them with the Nazi Party’s power. Calling him-

self Der Fuher – “the Leader” – he said that he would bring Germany out of 

chaos.  

Nazism had a powerful appeal for the less wealthy people of the middle 

class – shopkeepers, small farmers, office workers, teachers, and artisans. 

These people believed that Hitler would protect them from large industrialists 

and from the Communists. 

Many unemployed young men joined the “storm troopers” (or “Brown 

Shirts”), Hitler’s private army. They were given food, shelter, uniforms, and a 

chance to devote themselves to a cause – the strengthening of Germany. “For 

us National Socialism is an idea, a faith, a religion”, one of them wrote. Bands 

of storm troopers broke up rival political meetings, attacked Jews, and fought 

street battles with Communists. 

By the end of 1932 the Nazis had become the strongest political party in 

Germany. They were still far, however, from having a majority in the Reichs-

tag (the German parliament). At this point Hitler received much-needed help 

from a small group of powerful industrialists, landowners, and bankers, as 

well as some generals. Most of these men did not share Hitler’s extreme 

views, but they felt they could use Hitler to advance their own interests. The 

newly elected Reichstag gave Hitler absolute power. He quickly took steps to 

turn Germany into a totalitarian state. Thus was born the Third Reich (RYK), 

the successor to the Holy Roman Empire and to the German Empire under the 

Kaisers (1871–1918). 

New laws did away with trade unions, set up courts for secret trials, and 

banned all political parties expect the Nazis. Hitler also took control of the 

army. Military leaders did nothing to stop the Nazi takeover. The generals still 

believed that they could keep Hitler in check. 

Hitler, however, took orders from no one. He had enemies killed or tor-

tured.  

The regime’s heaviest blows were aimed at German Jews. Anti-Semitism 

became official government policy. Jews lost their citizenship and were for-

bidden to hold government jobs, to own businesses, or to work at their profes-

sions. Stores refused to sell to them; landlords refused to rent them houses or 

apartments. Signs reading “Jews strictly forbidden in this town” or “Jews enter 
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this place at their own risk” were posted in many places. Many Jews fled 

Germany, though they had to leave behind most of their belongings.  

When a young Jew killed a German diplomat in Paris, the Nazis used the 

incident as an excuse for widespread terror. On November 9-10, 1938, gangs 

of Nazis set fire to synagogues throughout Germany and looted Jewish homes 

and stores. Many Jews were killed or wounded, and thousands were arrested 

during this Kristallnacht (kris-TAHL-nahkt), “the night of broken glass”.  

Despite events like these, most Germans were not alarmed by the first few 

years of Nazi rule. The Nazi terror touched only a small percentage of the 

people. 

Masters of propaganda, the Nazis worked hard to strengthen their hold on 

the German people. Radio, newspapers and magazines, films, books, art, and 

schools were all used to spread Nazi ideas. Children and young people were 

made to feel proud of joining the Hitler Youth, a Nazi training group. The Na-

zis burned books that praised democracy or argued against war, as well as 

those by Jewish authors. 

By 1938 many German people felt pleased with the Nazi government. 

Businesses were thriving, workers had jobs, and the armed forces had been re-

built. Hitler had made the world take note of the new Germany. 

The Failed Democracies of Eastern Europe. The peace treaties that end-

ed World War I had set up new governments in Eastern and Central Europe. 

When the new governments could not solve problems quickly, people blamed 

democracy. Democracy system that stress obedience to authority but does not 

try to control every aspect of life (as totalitarianism does). 

In the first 15 years after the war, nearly all the new democracies in Eastern 

Europe fell. Hungary, Poland, Romania, Austria, Bulgaria, and Greece all 

moved toward authoritarian rule. 

Civil War in Spain. Though Spain stayed neutral in World War I, it could 

not escape instability. Strikes by factory workers, demands for local self-

government, and arguments over the power of the Church combined to bring 

down the monarchy. In 1931 the king left Spain and a republic was declared. 

The new republican government, run by liberals and socialists, began to 

make radical reforms. Opponents of these reforms, including army officers, 

landowners, and the Catholic Church, joined a Fascist party called the Fa-

lange. 

The Spanish Civil War begun by the rebel solders had named their general, 

Francisco Franco, to be head of a Fascist Spanish state. For three years, bitter 

civil war raged in Spain between Franco’s Falangists and the anti-Fascicts. 

Hundreds of thousands of people were killed or wounded. 
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Events in Spain caught the attention of the outside world. Both Hitler and 

Mussolini aided Franco because of his support of fascism. Stalin sent help to 

republican forces because Communists formed a strong group within their 

ranks. While the governments of Britain, France, and the United States stayed 

out of the war, thousands of volunteers from these countries flocked to Spain 

to join a republican force known as the International Brigade. 

In 1939 Madrid fell to Franco. Spain came under a Fascist dictatorship that 

was to last until Franco’s death in 1975. 

 

Ex. 1. After reading the text choose the correct answer. 

1) Italy had suffered … in the war, losing about one tenth of its young men. 

a. unemployment. b. terrible casualties. c. food shortages. d. business 

failures. 

2) Faced with these problems, many Italians turned to an ideology called … 

a. socialism. b. communism. c. fascism. d. dictatorship. 

3) The leading spokesperson for fascism in Italy was … 

a. Benito Mussolini. b. Adolf Hitler. c. Francisco Franco. d. King Victor 

Emmanuel III. 

4) Mussolini … to win his people’s enthusiastic loyalty. 

a. retired. b made his bid for power. c. went to great lengths. d. taxed 

single men. 

5) One of the … of the Weimar Republic was Adolf Hitler. 

a. harshest critics. b. party’s leaders. c. “Brown Shirts”. d. bankers. 

6) “Mein Kampf” stressed two themes, … … . 

a. economic depression and unemployment. b. racism and nationalism. 

c. food shortages and rising prices. d. inflation and social unrest. 

7) Germany was particularly hard … . 

a. rebuilt. b. declined. c. hit. d. suffered. 

8) Hitler quickly took steps to turn Germany into a … state. 

a. free. b. democratic. c. slave-owning. d. totalitarian 

9) Jews … to hold governmental jobs.  

a. were allowed. b. were attracted. c. were given. d. were forbidden. 

10) Thousands of … flocked to Spain and join a republican force known as the 

International Brigade. 

a. shopkeepers. b. government officials. c. volunteers. d. partisans. 

 

Ex. 2. Choose the best answer according to the information stated or implied 

in the text. You may refer back to the text. 

1. How did conditions in Italy lead to the rise of fascism? 

2. What policies did the fascists introduce? 
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3. What changes did Hitler make once he gained power? 

4. Why did conditions in Eastern Europe make it hard for democratic gov-

ernments to succeed? 

5. What foreign nations participated in the Spanish Civil War? Why? 
 

Text 2 

The Western Democracies 

The older democracies – the United States, Britain and France – had trou-

bles of their own after World War I. 

The Great Depression. The collapse of the stock market set off a chain re-

action that devastated the American economy. Americans who had lost their 

money in the stock market crash could no longer afford to buy new goods. 

Factories, already making more than they could sell, cut production and laid 

off more workers. Unemployed workers lost their savings, their homes, and 

even their trust in the country’s future. 

Banks had also been caught up in the boom of the 1920’s and had made 

many bad investments. To stay in business, they began to demand that people 

repay loans. Few banks could collect anywhere near the amount that they had 

loaned. There was a “run” on the banks, as Americans tried to withdraw their 

money while they could still get it. By 1933 nearly one third of the country’s 

banks had closed down, at least temporarily. The United States economy 

moved into the worst depression in its history, a time known as the Great De-

pression. 

In 1932 Franklin D. Roosevelt, who had promised a “new deal” for the 

American people, was elected President by a landslide. He knew he needed to 

take drastic action. More than 13 million Americans – 25 percent of the labor 

force – were out of work. Many people were hungry and homeless, and the na-

tion was in despair. When Roosevelt took office in 1933, he began a vigorous 

program of economic reform that was known as the New Deal. 

Under the New Deal, the federal government played a larger role in the 

economy than ever before. To restore public confidence in the financial com-

munity, the government laid down rules for banking and the sale of stocks. 

Such rules helped protect investors’ money and guarded against future bank 

failures or stock market crashes. The government set up programs that created 

jobs for the unemployed. It encouraged farmers to cut back food production so 

that farm prices would rise. Laws were passed to protect the rights of unions. 

The Social Security Act provided income for the elderly as well as for the un-

employed. 

Troubles in Western Europe. The Great Depression sent shock waves 

through the world economy. Badly in need of money, American business 
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leaders withdrew the capital they had invested in Europe. As sources of capital 

dried up, European banks and businesses failed. A number of countries raised 

tariffs on imports in order to protect their own industries. As more and more 

countries raised tariffs, however, world trade declined. This hurt industries 

that depended on trade. There was severe unemployment around the world, 

especially in industrial nations. 

Great Britain. Even before the Great Depression, the British economy was 

in trouble. Britain depended on trade, but many of its merchant ships had been 

sunk in World War I, and it was losing markets to other trading nations. As 

exports dropped, British industry, mining, and shipbuilding declined, and un-

employment soared. 

The coal industry was hardest hit, since the development of water power 

and oil had recently reduced the demand for British coal. Mine owners called 

for wage cuts for the miners, and in 1926 the miners’ union responded with a 

strike. The protest soon grew into a nationwide general strike as workers in 

other unions struck to support the miners. 

British economic problems grew even worse during the Great Depression. 

Britain did not begin a broad program like the New Deal, however. The gov-

ernment gave aid to the poor, but it did little to revive industry or cut unem-

ployment. 

During the 1920’s and 1930’s, the British government also had to make 

major decisions about the territories of the British Empire. By World War I, 

several British colonies had become self-governing Dominions within the 

Empire. They had their own armies, tax system, and currencies. 

In 1931 Parliament passed the Statute of Westminster, which set up a new 

relationship between Britain and these Dominions. Canada, Newfoundland, 

Australia, New Zealand, and the Union of South Africa joined Britain in a 

Commonwealth of Nations. Member nations still saw the British monarch as 

their symbolic leader, but they were now fully independent countries. 

France. World War I had taken a heavy toll on France. Like other nations, 

it had suffered enormous casualties. It also had to deal with the devastation 

caused by four years of warfare on French soil. Mines, factories, and railroads 

lay in ruins. Villages, farms, forests, and orchards had been destroyed.  

France had counted on Germany’s payment of reparations to help it re-

build. The Weimar government, faced with its own economic crises, an-

nounced in 1922 that it could pay no more. The French seized the German 

coal mines and steel mills along the Ruhr River to collect reparations, but the 

Germans refused to work under French control. Finally, in 1924, an interna-

tional commission worked out a compromise known as the Dawes Plan. Ger-

many agreed to make payments based on the health of its economy. 
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Partly because of economic troubles, France had been politically unstable 

ever since the Third Republic was formed in the early 1870’s. Disputes among 

the major parties stalled economic recovery after World War I. Unhappy with 

the government, many French voters turned either to the Communists or to 

fascist parties. 

Fear of fascism led a number of leftist political parties to unite in a coali-

tion – temporary alliance – know as the Popular Front. The coalition pledged 

the French republic against the nobles, the military, and the clergy. In 1936 the 

Popular Front, led by Socialist Leon Blum won a majority in the French as-

sembly.  

Despite these changes, the Popular Front failed to revitalize the French 

economy, and Blum stayed in office only a short time. The French remained 

bitterly split over reform at home and the civil war in neighboring Spain. By 

the late 1930’s, France was threatened both by internal problems and by the 

growing power of Germany any Italy. 

 

Ex. 1. After reading the text choose the correct answer. 

1. The collapse of … set off a chain reaction that devastated the American 

economy. 
a) Henry Ford’s motor car company; 

b) the coal industry; 

c) the stock market; 

d) the trade unions. 

2. To stay in business the banks began to demand that people repay … 
a) their homes; 

b) loans; 

c) their savings; 

d) their cars. 

3. The United States economy moved into first depression in its history, a 

time known as … 
a) the New Deal; 

b) a coalition; 

c) the Great Depression; 

d) the Dawes Plan. 

4. In 1933 Franklin D. Roosevelt, who had promised a “new deal” for the 

American people, was elected president by … 
a) a majority; 

b) trade unions; 

c) mine owners; 

d) a landslide. 
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5. When Roosevelt took office in 1935, he began a vigorous program of eco-

nomic reform that was known as … . 
a) the New Deal; 

b) the Dawes Plan; 

c) the Statute of Westminster; 

d) a coalition. 

6. To restore … in the financial comunity, the government laid down rules for 

banking and the bale of stocks. 
a) economy; 

b) public confidence; 

c) a situation; 

d) relatious. 

7. There was unemployment … around the world, especially in industrial na-

tions. 
a) mild; 

b) temporary; 

c) bad; 

d) severe. 

8. By World War I, several British colonies had become … within the Em-

pire. 
a) fully independent countries; 

b) self-sufficient regions; 

c) self-governing Dominions; 

d) democracies. 

9. World War I … in France. 
a) had made a large profit for; 

b) increased production in; 

c) had taken a heavy toll; 

d) soared unemployment. 

10. Finally in 1924 an international commission worked out a compromise 

known as … . 
a) the New Deal; 

b) the Dawes Plan; 

c) a Commonwealth; 

d) reparations. 

11. Disputes among the major parties … economic recovery after World War I. 
a) quickened; 

b) reduced; 

c) stalled; 

d) improved. 
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Ex. 2. Choose the best answer according to the information stated or implied 

in the text. You may refer back to the text. 

1. What happened to the American economy after the boom of the 1920-s? 

2. How did the Great Depression influence the American economy? 

3. What reforms did Roosevelt begin when he took office in 1933? 

4. What role did the federal government play under the New Deal? 

5. What rules did the government lay down? 

6. What did these rules, laws and programs help protect? 

7. How did the Great Depression influence the world economy? 

8. Can you prove that even before the Great Depression the British econo-

my was in trouble? 

9. How did these problems grow during the Great Depression? 

10. What decision did the British government have to make about the territo-

ries of the British Empire? 

11. What set up a new relationship between Britain and its Dominions? 

12. What troubles did France have after World War I? Why? 

13. What did France count on? 

14. What compromise was worked out in 1924? 

15. What parties united in a coalition? Why? 
 

Text 3 

Unrest in Asia and the Middle East 

Both China and Japan had joined the Allies in World War I, but they had 

done so for different reasons. Japan had made secret treaties with the West 

that gave the Japanese a claim to German territories on China’s Shandong 

Peninsula and in the Pacific. China, on the other hand, looked to the West for 

support against the Japanese. 

During the peace conference at Versailles, the Western Allies made no de-

cision about Shandong. They left the question to be settled between Japan and 

China. Angry at this lack of support, the Chinese delegation stormed out of the 

conference and refused to sign the Versailles Treaty. The Japanese also re-

sented the behavior of the West, but they signed the treaty and strongly backed 

the new League of Nations.  

Japanese imperialism. Japan watched power struggles in China with ris-

ing interest. If China grew weak, Japan might be able to gain control of its 

lands and natural resources. 

In the 1920’s, democracy seemed to be taking root in Japan. Industrializa-

tion had increased contacts with Europe, and many Japanese began to wel-

come Western political ideas. All Japanese men gained the right to vote in 
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1925. Political parties grew in power, workers ad farmers formed unions, and 

women called for greater freedom. Along with reforms at home went a moder-

ate foreign policy: Japan cooperated with Western efforts to reduce the risk of 

war in  the Pacific. 

The Great Depression threatened this moderation. Japan, an island nation, 

depended on trade for both markets and raw materials. Now trade declined, 

and many nations set high tariffs. Japan’s profitable silk market in the United 

States fell by almost 70 percent and its rice market was cut in half. Soon many 

Japanese farmers and textile workers had lost their jobs. Short of cash, Japan 

felt trapped by the need to buy food, coal, oil, and iron ore from abroad. 

All of these problems played into the hands of Japan’s military leaders, 

who had long called for imperial expansion. They now argued that expansion 

would bring back prosperity. Japan already held territory in China and the Pa-

cific, and it had annexed Korea. If the Nationalist government did not stand in 

the way, Japan could gain new resources through further expansion in China. 

In September 1931, Japanese officers in Manchuria staged an explosion on 

a railway line. Blaming the incident on the Chinese, these troops defeated the 

local warlords’ armies and quickly occupied all of Manchuria. Its rich deposits 

of coal and iron ore made Manchuria valuable to Japan. The Japanese set up a 

puppet state they called Manchukuo, and they built factories and military ba-

ses there. 

In Japan itself, military leaders gained more and more control over the 

government during the 1930’s. Like leaders in Germany and Italy, they 

charged that moderate policies weakened the nation. They also used threats, 

terror, and assassination to silence those who spoke against them. 

Nationalism in the Middle East. Nationalism became a major force in the 

Middle East after World War I, sparked by the breakup of the Ottoman Em-

pire and by growing Western interest in the region. Several new state were 

formed, but this did not bring an end to conflict over the future of the Middle 

East. 

Kemal’s Turkey. After the Versailles conference, Turkey was all that re-

mained of the Ottoman Empire. In 1919 Greece, hoping to take advantage of 

its neighbor’s weakness, invaded Turkey. The sultan ordered his exhausted 

troops not to resist the Greeks, but a group of Turkish nationalists decided to 

fight back. 

Led by a brilliant commander, Mustafa Kemal, the nationalists fought off 

the Greeks. In 1922 the Greeks withdrew and the last Ottoman sultan was de-

posed. The following year, Turkey became a republic and Kemal its first pres-

ident. 
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Kemal’s goal was to build a strong, modern Turkish state. Taking the name 

Ataturk, which means “father of the Turks”, Kemal set up a one-party gov-

ernment and made a number of sweeping reforms: Kemal put an end to reli-

gious courts and created a new legal system based on European law. He also 

replaced religious schools with state-run schools. Kemal extended political 

right to women, including the right to vote and to hold public office. He also 

changed marriage laws. Men could no longer marry more than one woman; 

also, women could now divorce their husbands. Kemal also replaced Arabic 

script, which was difficult to write, with the Roman alphabet. This move was 

part of the government’s massive literacy campaign to educate Turks through-

out the country. 

Another of Kemal’s programs was government funding for industrializa-

tion. He hoped in this way to raise the Turkish standard of living. To boost 

trade with the West, he adopted the Western calendar and the metric system of 

weights and measures. 

Modernizing Persia. Before World War I, Persia had been carved up into 

British and Russian spheres of influence. After the war, when Russia’s internal 

affairs were in chaos, the British tried to take over all of Persia. This action 

sparked a nationalist revolt in Persia, and in 1925 an army officer took the 

throne.  

Persia’s new leader, Reza Shan Pahlavi followed policies much like those 

of Turkey’s Kemal. In his effort to build a powerful Iran (Persia was renamed 

Iran in 1935), Reza Shah modernized the economy and brought in Western 

laws and customs. Reza Shah ran into heavy opposition from ethnic groups 

seeking self-rule as well as from religious leaders fearing the loss of their 

power. He responded with threats and with repression. 

The unification of Arabia. After the breakup of the Muslim Empire in the 

1200’s, Arabia had returned to political disunity. 

In 1902 Ibn Saud, a member of a once-powerful Arabian family, began a 

successful campaign to unify Arabia. In 1932 he named the new kingdom after 

his family – Saudi Arabia. 

Ibn Saud ruled for another 20 years. Unlike Kemal in Turkey or Reza Shah 

in Iran, the Arabian ruler had no wish to modernize his country. A devout 

Muslim, he followed the teachings of the Koran and governed as an absolute 

ruler. Laws required religious worship and banned alcohol. Women had to 

obey their male relatives and wear heavy veils if they went out in public. Such 

modern conveniences as telephones and automobiles were forbidden. 

French and British mandates. After World War I, France had received 

Syria and Lebanon as mandates. Britain had received mandates over Iraq, 

Transjordan (now Jordan), and Palestine. Jordan was made largely independ-
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ent in 1928; Iraq was granted full independence in 1932. Palestine, however, 

posed special problems for the British. 

The importance of oil. During the late 1800’s and early 1900’s, Western 

nations began to use petroleum products, such as oil and gasoline, for heating 

and transportation. In the early 1900’s Western companies went to Middle 

Eastern rules and asked for the right to drill oil there. The governments grant-

ed these requests in exchange for a share of the profits. 

During the 1920’s and 1930’s, rising demand brought new oil exploration, 

and huge deposits were found in the Persian Gulf countries. With these dis-

coveries, the Middle East’s value to the West skyrocketed. Oil proved to be a 

mixed blessing for the region, however. It brought profits, but it also encour-

aged Western nations to try to dominate the Middle East. 
 

Ex. 1. After reading the text choose the correct answer. 

1. Both China and Japan had joined … in the World War I, but they had done 

so for different reasons. 

a) the UNO; 

b) the League of Nations; 

c) the allies; 

d) the Versailles Treaty. 

 

2. The Japanese also … the behaviour of the West, but they signed the treaty 

and strongly back the new League of Nations. 

a) welcomed; 

b) approved; 

c) resented; 

d) worshipped. 

 

3. In the 1920’s democracy seemed … in Japan. 

a) to be weakening; 

b) to be taking root; 

c) to be sparking; 

d) to be vanishing. 

 

4. Short of … , Japan felt trapped by the need to buy food, coal, oil and iron 

ore from abroad. 

a) cash; 

b) time; 

c) food; 

d) raw materials. 

 

5. In September 1931 … officers in Manchuria staged an explosion on a rail-

way line. 

a) Turkish; 

b) British; 

c) Chinese; 

d) Japanese. 

 

6. Led by …, Mustafa Kemal, the nationalists fought off Greeks. 

a) devout Muslim; c) a military leader; 
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b) a local warlord; d) a brilliant commander. 

 

7. Kemal also replaced Arabic script, which was difficult to write, with … . 

a) the Greek alphabet; 

b) the Roman alphabet; 

c) the Egyptian signs; 

d) the capital letters. 

 

8. … trade with the West, Kemal adopted the Western calendar and the metric 

system of weights and measures. 

a) to boost; 

b) to present; 

c) to protect; 

d) to modernize. 

 

9. After the war when Russian’s internal affaires were in …, the British tried 

to make over all of Persia. 

a) order; 

b) organisation; 

c) chaos; 

d) breakup. 

 

10. After the … of Muslin Empire in the 1920’s, Arabia had returned to politi-

cal disunity. 

a) breakup; 

b) coalition; 

c) alliance; 

d) chaos. 

 

11. A … Muslim, Ibn Saud followed the teachings of the Koran and governed 

as an absolute leader. 

a) confident; 

b) successful; 

c) devout; 

d) brilliant. 

 

12. Oil proved to be a mixed … for the region, however. 

a) trouble; 

b) unrest; 

c) comfort; 

d) blessing. 

 

Ex. 2. Choose the best answer according to the information stated or implied 

in the text. You may refer back to the text. 

1. Why did China and Japan join the Allies in World War I? 

2. Who signed the Versailles Treaty? 

3. Why did Japan watch power struggles in China with rising interest? 

4. What situation was in Japan in the 1920’s? 

5. How did the Great Depression threaten this moderation? 

6. Why did Japan adopt imperialist policies? 

7. What force became a major one in the Middle East after World War I? 

Why? 
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8. What preceded Turkey becoming a republic? 

9. What reforms did Kemal make? 

10. What policies did Reza Shah Pahlavi follow after becoming Persia’s new 

leader? 

11. What teachings did Ibn Saud follow and how did he grow? 

12. What mandates did France and Britain receive after World War I?  

13. Did oil prove to be a mixed blessing for the Middle East? Why? 
 

 

Targeting  Grammar 
 

Ex. 1. Use the objectives with – The infinitive construction. Translate. 

1. Business owners, governmental officials and landowners wanted a strong 

government that world end strikes and curt working – class political pow-

er. 

2. Some thought that democracy was a weak form of government unsuited to 

the German nation. 

3. They feared that the government would take over industry and break up 

large estates. 

4. Hitter believed that the Germans were a superior people. 

5. He felt they had the right to rule over other peoples. 

6. The claimed that the Germans were a “master race” descended from the 

Aryan people. 

7. These people believed that Hitler would protect them from the large indus-

trialists and from the Communists. 

8. Hitter expected that German athletes would triumph and thus prove the 

“superiority” of the Aryan people in the 1936 Olympics. 

9. Roosevelt believed that the New Deal would improve the economy in the 

country. 

10. The government felt that the economic reform would create jobs for the 

unemployed. 

11. Parliament supposed that the Statute of Westminster had set up a new rela-

tionship between Britain and its Dominions. 

12. Member nations thought that the British monarch was their symbolic lead-

er. 

13. In 1935 Kemal required that all Turkish citizens would take Western style 

last names. 

14. Western companies found that huge deposits of oil had been found in the 

Persian Gulf countries. 
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Ex. 2. Use the for – complex in place of the subordinate clause, Translate the 

sentences into Russian. 

1. In the present state of our knowledge it is impossible that historians 

should give a complete account of ancient civilizations. 2. The Egyptians built 

the great pyramids so that the body of a dead Pharaoh could be protected from 

destruction. 3. There are many reasons why we should regard the main out-

lines of epic songs as historically true. 4. It is quite natural that the Gregorian 

calendar now in use should be replaced by a new one. 5 The temple was built 

at the foot of the Pyramid of Cheops so that the Pharaoh could continue his 

voyage after death, towards eternity. 6. Every year new folk – songs are col-

lected and published that everybody may read and enjoy them. 7. The only 

sensible thing was that we should check all his statement as quickly as possi-

ble. 8. The audience waited in silence till the curtain was raised again and the 

actors reappeared. 9. That children should grow healthy and strong they 

should go in for sports. 10. Their friendship was very close and it was rare that 

a week should pass without a meeting or a letter. 11. That a man of his posi-

tion should be afraid to speak his mind is very strange. 12. The only way in 

which primitive man could explain the eruption of a volcano was to associate 

it with the anger of a god. 

 

Ex. 3. Translate into Russian, paying attention to the form of the Infinitive. 

2. The older democracies seemed to have had troubles of their own in the 

years after World War 1. 

3. These countries proved to control their problems without changing their 

form of government. 

4. Just before the War Henry Ford was known to have come up with a mov-

ing assembly line. 

5. In 1927 Charles Lindberg was said to have made the first solo nonstop 

transatlantic flight. 

6. Banks were reported to have been also caught up in the boom of the 

1920’s. 

7. In 1932 Franklin D. Roosevelt was said to have been elected President by 

a landslide. 

8. The Great Depression proved to have sent shock waves through the 

world economy. 

9.  In 1939 Madrid was reported to have fallen to Franco. 

10. Many Jews appeared to have fled Germany. 

11. Under Hitler’s regime radio, newspapers and magazines, films, books, art 

and schools were supposed to spread Nazi ideas. 
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12. Under the New Deal the federal government was certain to play a lager 

role in the economy than ever before. 

13. In the 1920’s democracy seemed to be taking root in Japan. 

 

Ex. 4. Replace the attributive and adverbial clauses by participial phrases. 

1. The new Germany, which was known as the Weimar Republic, was led 

by members of the Social Democratic Party. 

2. Some thought the democracy was a weak form of government unsuited to 

the German nation. 

3. These uprisings failed, but they alarmed many Germans. 

4. It was, on the contrary, the German army generals who were pushing for 

the armistice. 

5. Hitler adopted the extreme nationalist and racist ideas that were wide-

spread in the late 1880’s. 

6. Parades and mass rallies drew excited crowds, who cheered Hitler’s 

speeches which attacked Versailles Treaty and the Weimar Government. 

7. Hitler claimed that the Germans were a “master race” which descended 

from the Aryan people. 

8. Because Hitler believed that the Germans were a superior people, he felt 

they had the right to rule over other peoples. 

9. Shortly before the voting a fire which was possibly set by the Nazis 

swept through the Reichstag building. 

10. Hitler’s personal guards which were led by Heinrich Himmler, arrested 

and shot about 1,800 officers. 

11. Many Jews fled Germany, though they had to leave behind most of their 

belongings. 

12. Nazis burned books that praised democracy and argued against war as 

well as those by Jewish authors. 

13. The peace treaty that ended World War I had set up new governments in 

Eastern and Central Europe. 

14. The new republican government that was run by liberals and socialists 

began to make radical reforms. 

15. Opponents of these reforms that included army officers, landowners and 

the Catholic Church joined a Fascist party called the Falange. 

16. When they could not pay their debts they stopped buying. 

17. Tension rose between the two groups that led to riots and many deaths. 

18. The Japanese set up a puppet state which they called Manchuria. 

19. Reza Shah ran into heavy opposition from ethnic groups which were 

seeking self-rule. 

20. Their first goal, however, was to defeat warlords who controlled most of China. 
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Ex. 5. Complete the following sentences using the Objective Participle Con-

struction. 

1. Italy suffered terrible casualties in the war, it found (about one tenth of its 

young men, to loose). 

2. At the same time Socialist and Communist parties had got (their member-

ship, to gain) in Italy. 

3. People saw (thousands of fascists, to march on Rome). 

4. Mussolini felt (democracy, to function as a weak and inefficient system). 

5. Mussolini had (many of his opponents, to throw) into jail. 

6. He had (single men, to tax) (the number of jobs open to women, to limit). 

7. The Germans were used to strict rule, so some felt (democracy, to unsuit) 

to the German nation. 

8. The year of 1919 saw (Communist uprisings, to break out) in several 

German cities. 

9. The fall of 1929 saw (trade, to decline) (banks, to collapse) and (factories 

to close down) in nearly every country. 

10. Hitler had (enemies, to kill, to torture). 

11. The world saw (the new democracies in Eastern Europe, to move) toward 

authoritarian rule. 

12. During 1920’s and 1930’s the British government watched (several British 

colonies, to become) self-governing Dominions within the Empire. 

 

Ex. 6. Translate into English using the Absolute Participial Construction. 

1. Так как китайская делегация не получила поддержки на конференции, 

она отказалась подписывать Версальский договор. 

2. Поскольку западным правительствам не удалось помочь Суну, он 

принял предложение от Коминтерна Советского Союза. 

3. Поскольку этот вопрос был затронут, необходимо продолжить его об-

суждение. 

4. С упадком торговли многие страны учредили высокие тарифы. 

5. Так как Кемаль установил правила одежды, правительственные чи-

новники вынуждены были носить европейские костюмы. 

6. Так как их попытка свергнуть правительство провалилась, Гитлер 

был брошен в тюрьму. 

7. Когда наступил экономический кризис, безработица увеличилась. 

8. Так как антисемитизм стал официальной правительственной полити-

кой, евреи потеряли свое гражданство и им было запрещено занимать 

правительственные должности. 

9. Так как нацистский террор коснулся небольшого процента населения, 

первые годы правления нацистов не испугали немцев. 
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10. Когда новые правительства не смогли быстро решить проблемы, лю-

ди обвинили демократию. 
 

Ex. 7. Give the appropriate form of the Gerund. 

1. The Nazis denied (to set) a fire to the Reichstag. 2. He was a good ora-

tor and enjoyed (to speak) before huge crowds. 3. They couldn’t help (to im-

press) by his spellbinding speeches. 4. The Nazis strongly objected (to allow) 

Jews to hold governmental jobs. 5. They preferred (to use) violence (to keep) 

peaceful measures. 6. Everybody congratulated Charles Lindbergh on (to 

make) the first solo nonstop transatlantic flight. 7. Americans remembered (to 

soar) of unemployment during he Great Depression. 8. The American people 

thanked Roosevelt for (to begin) a vigorous program of economic reform 

known as the New Deal. 9. The leader of the Weimar Republic were accused 

of (to urge) peace. 10. Turkey became a republic and it needed (to introduce) a 

number of sweeping reforms. 

 

Ex. 8. Complete the following supplying a Gerundial Phrase preceded by the 

appropriate proposition. Translate the sentences into Russian. 

1. Kemal insisted … (government workers, to wear Western business 

suits). 2. The Nazi strongly objected … (the Jews, to work at their profes-

sions). 3. The newly elected Reichstag argued … (Hitler, to give absolute 

power). 4. Thousands of volunteers looked forward … (they, to join a republi-

can force known as the International Brigade). 5. The revival of the United 

States’ economy depended … (Roosevelt, to realize the New Deal). 6. France 

relied … (Germany, to pay reparations). 7. Ibn Saud approved … (women, to 

obey their male relatives, to wear heavy veils). 8. A devout Muslim, Ibn Saud 

was against … (his countrymen, to use such modern conveniences as tele-

phones and automobiles). 9. The Arabs of Palestine were worried … (Jews, to 

immigrate there). 10. Middle Eastern rulers were concerned … (Western com-

panies, to trade oil).  

 

 

Critical Thinking Skills 
 

Ex. 1. Define or identify in written form: 

a) fascism 

b) Nazi party 

c) authoritarianism 

d) Spanish Civil War 
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Ex. 2. Define or identify (in a written form) 

1) a) Great depression 

b) New deal 

a) Commonwealth of Nations 

b) coalition 

2) What weaknesses in the economy of the United States contributed to the 

Great Depression? 

3) What led to the formation of the popular front in France? 

4) In what ways did the great depression demonstrate the connections among 

the world’s economies? 

 

Ex. 3. Explain. 

a) What factors allowed military leaders to come to power in Japan? 

b) How Ibn Saud’s plans for Saudi Arabia differed from Kemal’s plans for 

Turkey and Reza Shah’s plans for Iran? 

 



 72 

UNIT III 

WORLD WAR II 
 

Vocabulary Focus 
 

Ex. 1. Study the words below with the help of dictionary (if necessary). Group 

them according to their morphological structure. 

Expose; bloody; axis; embargo; appeasement; outbreak; disarmament; 

summit; embolden; camp; onslaught; troop; trial; carrier; deck; stun; guerilla; 

major; pledge; vital; frequently; utter; perish; offensive; halt. 

 

Ex. 2. The terms given below are connected with the key events of WWII. 

1) Complete the sentences with the following terms: Axis Powers; blitzkrieg; 

Holocaust; Maginot Line; Nuremberg. 

a) The … was a string of heavily defended forts along France’s border 

with Germany. 

b) Germany, Italy and Japan were known as the … . 

c) The … exposed Nazi war crimes. 

d) The Nazi’s systematic murder of European Jews is known as the …. 

e) Germany’s method of quick, concentrated attacks was called …  

 

2) Match each of the following terms with their correct definitions: Battle of 

Midway; concentration camp; embargo; Nazi-Soviet Pact; United Na-

tions. 
a) international organization whose goal is to keep the peace; 

b) arrangement by which Stalin agreed to Hitler’s invasion of Poland; 

c) Pacific air battle won by the United States in June 1942; 

d) ban on trade; 

e) area where the Nazis held political prisoners and other captives. 

 

Ex. 3. Imply the vocabulary while translating the sentences into English. Mind 

there might be more than one option. 

1. Вторую Мировую войну называют самым кровавым конфликтом в 

истории человечества. 

2. Немецкая армия использовала стиль ведения войны, который состоял 

из быстрой, концентрированной атаки на земле и в воздухе. Он носил 

название “блицкриг”. 
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3. Когда Уинстон Черчиль отказался сдаваться, Гитлер отдал приказ 

своим военно-воздушным силам начать массированную бомбарди-

ровку британских заводов, аэродромов и морских портов. 

4. В Западной Польше нацисты построили несколько контрационных 

лагерей, т.е. лагерей, где содержались политические заключенные. 

5. США начали ограничивать торговлю с Японией и установили эмбарго 

на продажу жизненно важного сырья в эту страну. 

6. 26 июля 1945 года союзнические войска предупредили Японию, что, в 

случае если она не сдастся, она будет подвергнута “полному и неза-

медлительному уничтожению”. 

7. В ходе войны союзнические государства провели несколько самми-

тов, т.е. встреч между высшими руководителями стран. 

8. В оккупированных странах люди объединялись для создания движе-

ния сопротивления. 

 

 

Evaluating Through Reading 
 

Text  A 

The Holocaust and Resistance Movement 

After reading the text choose the best answer to the questions following it on 

the basis of what is stated or implied in the text. You may refer back to it. Be 

ready to retell it. 

Himmler’s deputy, Reinhard Heydrich, was the chief planner of the Nazi 

program to wipe out the Jews of Europe – always one of Hitler’s main goals. 

Heydrich’s plan was called “the Final Solution to the Jewish Problem”. For 

the Nazis the “final solution” genocide. Their systematic murder of European 

Jews has come to be called the Holocaust. 

From all over Europe, Jews were rounded up, loaded into cattle cars and 

shipped to death camps. Many were herded into gas chambers built for mass 

murder. Others were beaten, starved and tortured to death by their guards. 

Some prisoners – Jews and others – were victims of cruel medical experi-

ments. About six million Jews, including one and a half million children, per-

ished in the Holocaust. 

The most notoriouos of the Nazi death camps was Auschwitz in Poland. 

Probably at least two million people died in this one camp. After the war, the 

commandant at Auschwitz was tried for crimes against humanity and execut-

ed. His testimony during that trial included the following description of what 

happened to prisoners: “The way we selected our victims was as follows: 
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Those who were fit for work were sent into the camp. Others were sent imme-

diately to the extermination plants. Young children were exterminated since 

they were unable to work. We tried to fool the victims into thinking they were 

t go through a process to rid them of lice. Of course, frequently they realized 

our true intentions and we sometimes had riots and difficulties due to that fact. 

Women would hide their children under their clothes, but of course when we 

found them, we would send the children to be exterminated.” 

Nazi rule did not go unopposed in the countries Hitler’s forces had overrun. 

In each occupied country, people banded together to form resistance move-

ments. Resistance fighters in France and the Soviet Union made hit-and-run 

attacks on German forces. The Dannish resistance protected almost all of 

Denmark’s 8000 Jews by smugging them into neutral Sweden. Greek and Yu-

goslav resistance fighters, called partisans, waged guerilla war against the 

Germans. At its height the Polish resistance numbered 300,000. Even some 

Italians and Germans opposed their government. 

Resistance fighters attacked German patrols, led strikes and blew up facto-

ries. They printed underground newspapers and sent information to the Allies 

over the hidden radios. They rescued crews of downed planes, hid escaped 

prisoners and helped them get away to Allied territory. 

Resistance workers – men, women and children – took great risks. The 

prison cell, the concentration camp, the torture room and the firing squard 

awaited those captured by the Nazis. For every German soldier killed by a re-

sistance fighter, the German killed civilian hostages. For example, when 

Czech resistance fighters assassinated Reinhard Heydrich in1942, the Czech 

village of Lidice, containing about 500 people, was wiped out in revenge. Nazi 

forces killed the men of the village, shipped the women to labor camps and 

sent the children to Germany. 

Resistance took another form as government officials and rulers fled occu-

pied countries and set up “governments in exile”. Ordinary citizens who could 

escape to Britain joined army units that fought with the Allied troops. The 

Free French, led by General Charles de Gaulle, included survivors of Dunkirk 

as well as others who escaped later. Poles, Czechs, Norwegians, Belgians and 

Dutch also formed fighting units. 

1. What was one of Hitler’s goal in European politics? 

2. How can you explain the term “Holocaust”? 

3. Who was the chief planner of Nazi program on Jews? 

4. Which is the most notorious of the Nazi death camps? 

5. What was the way of selecting victims to be sent to them? 

6. Was any resistance movement organizes on the occupied territory? 

7. What did the fighters organize to oppose the Nazi invaders? 
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8. In what way were the fighters punished by the Nazis? 

9. What countries took part in the resistance movement? 

 

Text  B 

The Atomic Bomb 

Preview the text and formulate questions about the content of the passage you 

think will be answered in the text itself. Write down your questions. As you re-

read, try to answer them in your mind. 

In the Pacific the United States took the offensive against Japan after the 

Battle of Midway. The plan was to “island-hop”. The Allied forces would 

seize only those islands that were in strategic position on the sea route to Ja-

pan. 

In August 1942, American soldiers attacked the Japanese base at Guadal-

canal in the Solomon Islands, while Australians and other troops in New 

Guinea. Although jungle warfare was slow and casualties were high, the Allies 

moved ever closer to Japan. In October 1944, American forces crushed the 

Japanese fleet at the Bayle of Leyte Gulf. American troops, led by General 

Douglas MacArthur, were then able to reclaim the Philippinnes. MacArthur, 

who had left the Philippinnes in1942 with the promise “I shall return”, thus 

kept his word. 

Casualties ran high in the Pacific because of the fierce determination of the 

Japanese. Infantry soldiers fought to the death rather than to be taken prisoner. 

Kamikaze pilots, who took their name from the “divine wind” that had saved 

Japan from invasion in the 1200’s, deliberately crashed their planes into 

American ships. In the battle for the island of Iwo Jima, it took American Ma-

rines three days to gain only 700 yards. In a month of fighting, more than 

5,000 Americans were killed and another 15,000 were wounded. Casualties 

were even higher at Okinawa, the last battle in the Pacific war. The number 

killed there added up to about 12,500 Americans, 120,000 Japanese and 

42,000 Okinawans. 

By mid-1945 Japan had been thoroughly beaten. Its armed forces were de-

stroyed and its cities lay in ruins from American bombings. Still, Japan would 

not give up. 

Harry Truman, who became President after Roosevelt died, hoped to avoid 

a costly invasion of Japan. He chose to use America’s secret weapon: the 

atomic bomb. On July 26, 1945, Allied leaders warned Japan that if it did not 

surrender at once, it would suffer “complete and utter destruction”. The Japa-

nese sent no answer. 
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On August 6, 1945, a single atomic bomb was dropped on the Japanese city 

of Hiroshima. The world was stunned by the destructive power of the new 

weapon. The bomb completely demolished about 60 percent of Hiroshima. 

For four miles around the target point, almost no building were left standing. 

More than 80,000 people were killed and 37,000 more suffered severe injures. 

Others later died from the effects of radiation released by the explosion. 

On August 8, 1945, the Soviet Union declared war on Japan and invaded 

Manchuria. Still Japan did not surrender. The next day, an American plane 

dropped a second atomic bomb. This time the target was Nagasaki, an im-

portant shipbuilding city. Again the effects were deadly. 

Though the military leaders of Japan wanted to continue the war, Emperor 

Hirohito forced them to surrender for the good of the country. On August 15 – 

called V-J Day for “victory over Japan” – the emperor announced the defeat to 

his people. On September 2, officials of the Japanese government signed the 

document of surrender on board the battleship Missouri in Tokyo Bay.  

 

Give arguments for and against the dropping of atomic bomb on Hiroshima 

and Nagasaki in August 1945. 

 

Text  C  

The War’s Aftermath 

Read the text and skim it for the main ideas, write down all the results of 

WWII and be ready to tell about them in the class. 

World War II was the most costly war in history. Perhaps 50 million died, 

both soldiers and civilians. At least 10 million died in the Nazi death camps, 

including six million Jews. Millions of others, made homeless, became refu-

gees. The war also left vast areas of destruction, particularly in Europe and 

Asia. Cities, factories and farms were in ruins. The world faced a gigantic task 

of rebuilding. 

War crime trials. Many people felt that those who led the world into this 

destruction should be punished. A number of the surviving Nazi leaders were 

arrested and charged with “crimes against humanity”. The Nuremberg Trials, 

held in Nuremberg, Germany, began in November 1945. Now, for the first 

time, most of the world learned the details and horrors of the Holocaust and 

the Nazi death camps. About half of the officers tried at Nuremberg were sen-

tenced to death; others were imprisoned. Several Japanese commanders who 

had ordered cruel treatment of prisoners of war were also tried by a military 

court.  
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Planning for a postwar Europe. During the course of the war, the Allies 

held three summits. In November 1943 Churchill, Stalin and Roosevelt met at 

Teheran, Iran, to discuss strategy for the war in Europe. At that time the Nor-

mandy invasion was planned. 

The next meeting of the “Big Three” took place at Yalta, a Soviet city on 

the Black Sea, in February 1945. By That time, Soviet troops had occupied 

much of Eastern Europe and had begun to set up puppet governments there. At 

the urging of Churchill and Roosevelt, Stalin agreed to hold free elections in 

Eastern Europe after the war. He also promised to declare war on Japan after 

Germany’s defeat. In return, Stalin gained some territory in Asia. All three 

leaders agreed to form the United Nations, an international peacekeeping or-

ganization. They also agreed to divide defeated Germany into temporary oc-

cupation zones. 

In July 1945, after Germany’s surrender, Stalin, Churchill and the new 

American President, Harry Truman, met at Postsdam, Germany. When Tru-

man demanded that Stalin keep his promise to allow free elections in the oc-

cupied countries, Stalin refused. He said bluntly, “A free elected government 

in any of these Eastern European countries would be anti-Soviet, and that we 

cannot allow.” Disagreements over the future of Eastern Europe would soon 

split the Allies, raising fears of yet another world war. 

 

 

Targeting  Grammar 
 

Ex.1. Open the brackets using Participle I or Participle II. Translate the sen-

tences into Russian. 

1. In March 1936, Hitler sent troops into the Rhineland, the (to demilitarize) 

region between the Rhine River and the French border. 

2. The desire for peace, (to combine) with economic problems, had led Brit-

ain to make drastic cuts in its military spendings. 

3. (to claim) that he was following the principle of self-determination, Hitler 

tried to bring all the German-speaking peoples into the Third Reich. 

4. On September 3, 1939, World War II began, which would take millions of 

lives and caused frightful destruction before its (to close) days in 1945. 

5. At the time of the invasion of Poland, Germany seemed invincible. Country 

after country fell to the (to attack) German armies. 

6. In March, however, Finland was forced to make peace and give up the (to 

dispute) territory. 

7. Suddenly in April 1940, Germany struck with (to Light) speed at Denmark 

and Norway. 
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8. This German advance drove a wedge between the French army (to defend) 

Paris and the British, Belgian and French forces on the coast. 

9. German submarines blocked the shipment of food and supplies to Britain, 

(to cause) severe shortages. 

10. The armies of Rommel and Montgomery clashed at El Alamein, where the 

(to retreat) British had taken a stand. 

11. All through the 1930’s Churchill had spoken out in Parliament, (to warn) 

of the (to grow) danger from Hitler and (to urge) that Britain’s army be 

kept strong. 

12. Stalin, Roosevelt and Churchill agreed to divide (to defeat) Germany into 

temporary occupation zones. 

 

Ex. 2. Underline the Infinitives in the following sentences and translate them 

into Russian.  

1. To gain access to the Baltic Sea, the Soviet government set up military ba-

ses in the countries of Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia. 

2. To rescue the trapped soldiers, every available vessel set sail from Eng-

land – fishing boats, tugboats and private yachts as well as merchant ships 

and navy destroyers. 

3. To save Paris from destruction, the French did not try to defend the city, 

and German troops marched in on June 14. 

4. Hitler arranged for it to be signed in the same railway car where German 

had agreed to the armistice ending WWII. 

5. Though he had failed to crush Britain, Hitler decided to attack the Soviet 

Union. 

6. Hitler planned to have the people of occupied Europe served the German 

“master race”. 

7. In the Nazi plan for Europe, the Norwegians and Dutch were to undergo re-

education to make them valued citizens of a “Greater Germany”. 

8. Japan’s bid to dominate the Pacific soon led to war with the United States. 

9. By the spring of 1942. The US forces in the Pacific had begun to rebuild 

and were ready to fight back. 

10. Unable to crush the resistance and short of gasoline for tanks and trucks, 

the German offensive halted.  

 

Ex. 3. Below is the text about the invasion of the Soviet Union. Open the 

brackets in it, putting the verbs into Active or Passive Voice. 

Though he (to fail) to crush Britain, Hitler (to decide) to attack the Soviet 

Union. Hitler (to despise) communism, and he always (to know) that one day 

he (to move) against the Soviet Union. He (to want) land for German settlers, 
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grain to feed the German nation and oil, coal and iron ore to supply the Ger-

man war machine. 

By June 1941, German troops (to mass) along the Soviet border. On June 

22 they (to sweep) into the Soviet Union along a front that stretched from the 

Baltic to the Black Sea. Hitler (to be) confident of the result, saying’ we 9 to 

need) only break open the door and the whole rotten building (to collapse).” 

Hitler’s attack (to bring) the Soviet Union immediate offers of help and 

support from Britain and the United States. The Lend-Lease agreement (to ex-

tend) to include the Soviet Union. 

The German invasion (to Devastate) the western part of the Soviet Union, 

and (to cause) the Soviet people great hardships. In September 1941, for ex-

ample, German soldiers (to surround) the city of Leningrad, trapping about 

three million people. The siege of Leningrad (to last) for more than two years. 

Nearly a million people (to die) from starvation and disease. 

The unprepared Soviet armies (to suffer) terrible losses in the first months 

of the German offensive. By September, 2.5 million soldiers and tens of thou-

sands of tanks and planes (to loose). Yet Soviet forces (not to collapse) com-

pletely. As the Soviets (to draw) back from the advancing German armies, 

they (to burn) crops in the fields and (to destroy) equipment. These “scorched-

earth” tactics (to leave) no food or supplies for the German forces. 

The arrival of autumn rains and winter snow also (to slow) the German of-

fensive. Fresh soviet troops (to arrive) from Siberia with winter equipment, 

while the Germans (to shiver) in summer uniforms as the temperature (to 

drop) t 30 C  below zero. German tanks and trucks (not to start) in the cold. 

The Russian winter (to stop) the German army much as it (to defeat) Napole-

on’s army more that a century before.  

 

Critical Thinking Skills 
 

Ex.1. Using your own knowledge and the information from the texts, comment 

on the following quotations 

 

a) “It was the nation that had the lion’s heart. I had the luck to be called upon 

to give the roar” 

Winston Churchill. 

b) “I fear all we have done is to awaken a sleeping giant and fill him with a 

terrible resolve” 

Admiral Yamomoto 

(after the attack on Pearl Harbor) 



 80 

Ex. 2. In the text below you will read about the origin of the term “Anti- Semi-

tism”. Explain the main ideas of it in your own words and write an essay to 

answer the question: How was the linking of anti-Semitism and nationalism 

even more dangerous than prejudices based on religious differences? 

Today the term anti-Semitism means an attitude of hatred or prejudice to-

wards Jews. Few realize that the term itself comes from an anti-Jewish move-

ment in Europe in the late 1800’s. The same mixed-up theories of biology that 

gave German racists the idea of a “pure Aryan race” led them to the equally 

false notion of a “Semitic race”.  

By the middle 1800’s, new laws in many European nations gave Jews op-

portunities they had always been denied. The changes brought a backlash of 

resentment. A new wave of anti-Jewish feeling began, based on ethnic and 

cultural ideas rather than religion. Racists in Germany, France and Britain dis-

guised old prejudices in “scientific” language. They distorted new findings in 

anthropology to claim that Jews were biologically different from other Euro-

peans. 

A German journalist, Wilhelm Marr, seems to have used the term “anti- 

Semitism” first in an 1879 political pamphlet, The Victory of Judaism over 

Germanism. He argued that Jews were an allien “Semitic” people who could 

never be part of the “German nation”. Anti- Semitism soon became an active 

political movement. Just as they would after World War I, many Germans 

found the Jews a useful target to blame for all their problems. 

The word Semite comes originally from the Bible’s description of the ori-

gins of humankind; it named the people of the Mediterranean who were 

thought to be the descendants of Noah’s son Shem. Language scholars proper-

ly use the term Semitic for a language group that includes Hebrew and Arabic 

as well as the ancient languages of Babylonia, Assyria and Phoenicia. The rac-

ists, however, used the term to apply only to Jewish people, no matter what 

their language or culture.   

 

Ex. 3. Write or prepare  reports about a) Jewish resistance during the Holo-

caust b) Women in Fascist Italy c) Britain’s evacuees in the Second World 

War. Be ready to present them in the class. You may refer to the articles from 

“Hindsight”, volume 12, number 2, January 2002. Hindsight, volume 13, 

number 1, September 2002.   
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UNIT IV 

POLITICAL SYSTEMS. 
 
 

Vocabulary  Focus 
 

Ex. 1. Learn the following geographical names: 

Name – Adjective Name – Adjective 

Argentina – Argentinian 

Australia – Australian 

Belarus – Belarusian 

Bulgaria – Bulgarian 

China – Chinese 

Egypt – Egyptian 

Germany – German 

Israel – Israeli 

Lithuania – Lithuanian 

Mexico – Mexican 

Palestine – Palestinian 

Russia – Russian 

the Ukraine – Ukranian 

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Nothern 

Ireland – British 

United States – American 

 

Ex. 2. Check the knowledge of your vocabulary on the topic by giving the 

English equivalents for the following word combinations. 

Законодательная власть, избирательный округ, откладывать принятие 

законов, проект национального бюджета, избирать подавляющим боль-

шинством голосов, повторные выборы, выборная должность, решающий 

голос, свобода слова, рассматривать законопроекты 
 

Ex. 3. Underline the stress in these word families. 

History Historian Historical 

Politics Politicial Political 

 

Ex. 4. Complete the sentences with a form of the word in brackets. 

1. Spain was a _____for forty years. (dictator) 

2. Henry VIII’s third _____was his happiest. (marry) 

3. Do you think _____ever tell the truth? (politics) 

4. I love reading _____novels. (history) 

5. Simon _____lowered lowered his friend over the cliff. (accident) 

6. It was an _____coincidence. (amaze) 

 

Ex. 5. Match the synonyms: 

1) internal  

2) to implement 

a) to carry out 

b) domestic 
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3) state body 

4) confines 

5) suffrage 

6) ballot 

7) to appoint 

8) to administer 

9) to elaborate 

10) to eliminate 

11) to submit 

c) borders 

d) state organ 

e) vote 

f) right to vote 

g) to nominate 

h) to do away with  

i) to manage 

j) to present 

k) to work out 

 

Ex. 6. Complete the list of derivatives. 

Noun Verb Adjective 

1.  responsible 

2. appoint  

3.  constitutional 

4. independence   

5. election   

6. cooperate  

7.  accountable 

8. president   

 

Evaluating  Though  Reading 
 

Text 1 

Political System and State Structure 

of the Republic of Belarus 

Below is the text about the political system in Belarus. Preview the text and 

formulate questions about the content of the passage that you think will be an-

swered in the text itself. As you read, try to answer these questions in your 

mind. 

Article 1 of the Constitution of the Republic of Belarus says that the Re-

public of Belarus is a unitary, democratic, social state based on the rule of law. 

The Republic of Belarus exercises supreme control and absolute authority 

over the whole its territory, and implements independent internal and foreign 

policy. 

The Republic of Belarus defends its independence and territorial integrity, 

its constitutional system and safeguard legality and law and order. 

According to the Constitution the state power in the republic is exercised 

on the principle of divisions of powers between the legislature, executive and 
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judiciary. State bodies within the confines of their powers are independent: 

they cooperate among themselves acting on the principle of checks and bal-

ances. 

The legislative branch. The parliament – the National Assembly is a rep-

resentative and legislative body of the Republic of Belarus. The Parliament 

consists of two chambers – the House of Representatives and the Council of 

the Republic. 

The House of Representatives consists of 110 deputies. The election of 

deputies is carried out in accordance with the law on the basis of universal, 

equal, free, direct electoral suffrage and by secret ballot. 

The Council of the Republic is a chamber of territorial representation. It 

consists of eight deputies from every region and the city of Minsk, elected at 

the meeting of deputies of local Councils of deputies of base level. Eight 

members of the Council are appointed by the President of the Republic of Bel-

arus. 

Any citizen of the Republic of Belarus who has reached the age of 21 may 

become a deputy of the House of Representatives. 

Any citizen of the Republic who has reached the age of 30, and who has 

been resident on the territory of a corresponding region, or the city of Minsk 

no less than five years may become a member of the Council of the Republic. 

The term of the Parliament is four years. The powers of the Parliament may 

be extended by law only in the event of war. The chambers hold their regular 

sessions twice a year. 

 The House of Representatives considers draft laws, calls elections for 

the Presidency, considers the report of the Prime Minister on the policy of the 

Government and approve or reject it, accepts the resignation of the President, etc. 

 The Council of the Republic approves or rejects draft laws adopted by 

the House of Representatives, gives its consent for the official appointment by 

the President, elects six judges of the Constitutional Court, elects six members 

of the Central Commission on Elections and National Referenda and some 

others. 

The right of legislative initiative belongs to the President, members of the 

House of Representatives, Council of the Republic, Government. 

The executive branch. The executive power in the Republic of Belarus is 

exercised by the government – the Council of Ministers of the Republic of 

Belarus – the central body of state administration. 

The Government in its activity is accountable to the President of the Re-

public of Belarus. The Government consists of the Prime Minister, his depu-

ties and ministers. The heads of other central bodies of state administration 
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may be members of the Government. The Prime Minister is appointed by the 

President with the consent of the House of Representatives. 

The Prime Minister manages the activities of the government. 

The Government of the Republic of Belarus 

administers the system of subordinate bodies of state administration and 

other executive organs; 

elaborates the basic guidelines of the domestic and foreign policy and takes 

measures to its implementation; 

elaborates and submits to the President for further parliamentary considera-

tion the draft national budget and an account of its implementation; 

takes measures to secure the rights and liberties of citizens, safeguards the 

interests of the state, national security and defense, protection of property, 

maintains public order and eliminates crime. 

The judicial branch. The courts exercise judicial power in the Republic of 

Belarus. The judicial system is based upon the principles of territorial delineation 

and specialization. It is determined by law. In administering justice judges are 

independent and subordinate to law alone. The courts administer justice on the 

basis of the Constitution, the laws and other enforceable enactments adopted in 

accordance with them. The trial of cases in all courts is open. 

Supervision of the constitutionality of enforceable enactments of the state 

is exercised by the Constitutional court of the Republic of Belarus which is 

formed of 12 judges from among highly qualified specialists in the field of 

law, who as a rule have a scientific degree. Six judges are appointed by the 

President and six are elected by the Council of the Republic. The term of of-

fice of the members of the Constitutional Court is 11 years, and the permissi-

ble age limit is 70 years. 

 

Ex. 1. Decide which verbs from the box below can go with these nouns. 

draft   introduce   exercise   veto   carry out   appoint   submit   implement   re-

duce   pursue   elect   approve   make retire   elaborate  reject   make resign   

consider   extend   accept   pass   delay passage   vote for/against 

One can … a bill. 

One can … a policy. 

One can … power. 

One can … a law. 

One can … an official. 

 

Ex. 2. Comment on the following figures: 

70, 110, 30, 12, 21, 8, 11 
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Ex. 3. Refer back to the text and pay special attention to phrasal expressions. 

Make the list of them and think of the bast way to render them in Russian. 

 

Ex. 4. Be ready to dwell on: a) the legislative branch; b) the executive 

branch; c) the judicial branch 

 

Text 2 

The Monarchy in Britain 

Ex. 1. The passage below describes the monarchy in Great Britain. Scan it for 

the main ideas. Than skim it to choose the appropriate headline for each sec-

tion. 

A. The role of the monarch. 

B. The value of the monarchy. 

C. The reality. 

D. The future of the monarchy. 

E. The appearance. 

1. The position of the monarch in Britain is a perfect illustration of the con-

tradictory nature of the constitution. From the evidence of the written law only 

the Queen has almost absolute power and it all seems very undemocratic. The 

American constitution talks about government of the people, for the people 

and by the people. There is no law in Britain which says anything like that. In 

fact, there is no legal concept of the people at all. 

Every autumn at the state opening of parliament Queen Elizabeth II, who 

became Queen in 1952, makes a speech. In it she says what “my government” 

intends to do in the coming year. And indeed it’s her government not the peo-

ple’s. As far as the law is concerned, she can choose anybody she likes to run 

the government for her. There are no restrictions on whom she picks as her 

Prime Minister. It does not have to be somebody who has been elected. The 

same is true for her choices of people to fill some hundred or so other ministe-

rial positions. And if she gets fed up with her ministers, she can just dismiss 

them. Officially speaking they are all “servants of the Crown” (not servants of 

anything like “the country” or “the people”). She also appears to have great 

power over Parliament. It is she who summons a Parliament, and she who dis-

solves it before a general election. Nothing that parliament has decided can 

become law until she has agreed to it. 

Similarly, it is the Queen, and not any other figure of authority, who em-

bodies the law in the courts. In the USA, when the police take someone to 

court to accuse them of a crime, the court records show that “the people” have 

accused that person. But in Britain it is the Crown. This is because of the legal 
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authority of the monarch. And when an accused person is found guilty of a 

crime, he or she might be sent to one of “Her Majesty’s” prisons. 

Other countries have “citizens”. But in Britain people are legally described 

as “subjects” – subjects of Her Majesty the Queen. Moreover, there is a prin-

ciple of English law that the monarch can do nothing that is legally wrong. In 

other words, Queen Elizabeth II is above the law. 

2. In practice, of course, the reality is very different. In fact, the Queen 

cannot choose anyone she likes to be Prime Minister. She has to choose some-

one who has the support of the majority of MPs in the House of Commons 

(the elected chamber of the two Houses of Parliament). In practice the person 

she chooses is the leader of the strongest party in the Commons. Similarly, it 

is really the Prime Minister, who decides who the other government ministers 

are going to be (although officially the Prime Minister simply “advises” the 

monarch who to choose). 

It is the same story with Parliament. In theory the Queen could refuse the 

royal assent to a bill passed by Parliament – and so stop it becoming law – no 

monarch has actually done so since the year 1708. Indeed, the royal assent is 

so automatic that the Queen does not even bother to give it in person. Some-

body else signs the documents for her. 

In reality the Queen has almost no power at all. When she opens Parlia-

ment each year the speech she makes has been written for her. She makes no 

secret of this fact. She very obviously reads out the script that has been pre-

pared for her, word for word. If she strongly disagrees with one of the policies 

of the government, she might ask the government ministers to change the 

wording in the speech a little beforehand, but that is all. She cannot actually 

stop the government going ahead with any of its policies. 

3. What, then, is the monarch’s role? Many opinions are offered by politi-

cal and legal experts. Three roles are often mentioned. 

First, the monarch is the personal embodiment of the government of the 

country. This means that people can be as critical as they like about the real 

government, and can argue that it should be thrown off, without being accused 

of being unpatriotic. Because of the clear separation between the symbol of 

government (the Queen) and the actual government (the ministers, who are al-

so MPs), changing the government does not threaten the stability of the coun-

try as a whole. Other countries without a monarch have to use something else 

as the symbol of the country. In the USA, for example, one of these is its flag, 

and to damage the flag in any way is actually a criminal offence. 

Second, it is argued that the monarch could act as a final check on a gov-

ernment that was becoming dictatorial. If the government ever managed to 
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pass a bill through Parliament which was obviously very bad and unpopular, 

the monarch could refuse the royal assent and the bill would not become law. 

Third, the monarch has a very practical role to play. By being a figurehead 

and representing the country, Queen Elizabeth II can perform the ceremonial 

duties which heads of state often have to spend their time on. This way the re-

al government has more time to get on with the actual job of running the coun-

try. 

(*Windsor is the family name of the royal family in Britain. Queen Eliza-

beth is only the fourth monarch with this name. This is not because a “new” 

royal family took over the throne of Britain four years ago. It is because 

George V, Elizabeth’s grandfather, changed the family name. During the 

World War I it was though better for the king not to have a German-sounding 

name). 

4. However, all these advantages are hypothetical. It cannot be proved that 

only a monarch can provide them. Other modern democracies manage perfect-

ly well without one. The British monarchy is probably more important to the 

economy of the country (*the economic argument) than it is to the system of 

government. Every tourist brochure for Britain in every country of the world 

gives great prominence to the monarchy. It is impossible to estimate exactly 

how much the British royal family and the events and buildings associated 

with the monarchy help the tourist industry, or exactly how much money they 

help to bring into the country. But most people working in tourism think it is 

an awful lot! 

Apart from this, the monarchy is very popular with the majority of the Brit-

ish people. The monarchy gives British people a symbol of country and a 

harmless outlet for the expression of national pride. Even in very hard times it 

has never seemed likely that Britain would turn to a dictator to get it out of its 

troubles. 

Occasions such as the state opening of Parliament, the Queen’s official 

birthday, royal weddings, and ceremonial events such as the changing of the 

guard make up for the lack of color and ceremony in most people’s daily lives. 

In addition the glamorous lives of “the royals” provide a source of entertain-

ment that often takes on the characteristics of a television soap opera. When in 

1992 it became known that Prince Charles and his wife Princess Diana were 

separating, even the more “serious” newspapers discussed a lot more that the 

possible political complications. The Sunday Times published a “five-page 

royal separation special”. 

5. There is almost no debate about the existence of the monarchy itself. 

Few people in Britain could be described as either “monarchists” or “anti-
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monarchists”, in the sense in which these terms are often used in other coun-

tries. Most people are either vaguely in favour or they just don’t care one way 

or the other. There is, however, a great deal of debate about what kind of 

monarchy Britain should have. During the last two decades of the 20th century 

there has been a general cooling of enthusiasm. The Queen herself remains 

popular. But the various marital problems in her family have lowered the pres-

tige of royalty in many people’s eyes. The problem is that, since Queen Victo-

ria’s reign, the public have been encouraged to look up to the royal family as a 

model of Christian family life. 

The change in attitude can be seen by comparing Queen Elizabeth’s 25th 

anniversary as Queen with her 40th anniversary. In 1977, there were street par-

ties throughout the country, most of them spontaneously and voluntary orga-

nized. But in 1992, nothing like this took place. On 20 November 1992, a fire 

damaged one of the Queen’s favorite homes to the value of 60 million pounds. 

There were expressions of public sympathy for the Queen. But when the gov-

ernment announced that public money was going to pay for the repairs, the 

sympathy quickly turned to anger. The Queen had recently been reported to be 

the richest woman in the world, so people didn’t see why she shouldn’t pay for 

them herself. 

It is, in fact, on the subject of money that “anti-royalist” opinions are most 

often expressed. In the early nineties even some Conservative MPs, tradition-

ally strong supporters of the monarchy, started protesting at how much the 

royal family was costing the country. For the whole of her long reign Eliza-

beth II had been exempt from taxation. But, as a response to the change in atti-

tude, the Queen decided that she would start paying taxes on her private in-

come. In addition, Civil List payments to some members of the royal family 

were stopped. (The Civil List is the money which the Queen and some of her 

relatives get from Parliament each year so that they can carry out their public 

duties). 

 

Ex. 2. After reading the text choose the appropriate answer to each question. 

Answer all questions on the basis of what is implied in the text. You may refer 

back to the text. 

1. What kind of state is Britain? 

2. Who is the Head of Britain? 

3. What is the royal title in Britain? 

4. What are the important functions of the Queen by law? 

5. What powers does the Queen have in reality? 

6. Do you believe that political stability of Britain owes much to the monar-

chy? 
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7. Do you think Britain benefits from having the monarchy? If yes, in what 

way? 

8. What is known as the Civil List? Is it democratic? 

9. Could you imagine Britain without the monarchy? If yes, what kind of state 

would it be? 

10. The attitude of the British people towards their royal family has changed 

over the last years. In what way has it changed? What things might have 

lowered the prestige of royalty in many people’s eyes? 

11. If you were English, which system would you prefer: the Monarchy or the 

Republic? Why? 

12. What is your idea of an ideal head of state (his education, mental abilities, 

moral qualities, marital status, popularity, political views, etc.)? 

 

Ex. 3. Explain in your own words the following notions: 

Subjects of Her Majesty, PM, MP, Civil List, monarchist/anti-monarchist 

 

Ex. 4. List the events that happened in: 

1952, 1708, 1992, 1977, on the 20th November 1992 

 

Ex. 5. Prove that the attitude of the common people towards the monarchy has 

changed lately. 

 

 

Evaluating Through Listening 
 

You are going to listen to the text “Parliamentary Election in Great Britain”. 

Before listening to the text look through the tasks you are supposed to do in 

order to get the main idea of it. Listen as many times as it is necessary. 

Ex. 1. Before you listen to the text, try to explain the meaning of these words 

in English.  

By secret ballot; to be eligible to vote; electoral register; ballot paper; bal-

lot box; polling station; polling day; returning officer; election deposit  

 

Ex. 2. Complete the sentences: 

1. A parliamentary election in Britain takes place …...  

2. It is preceded by ….. 

3. On entering the polling station the voter receives ….. 

4. Then he goes into ….. and puts a cross opposite the name of the candidate 

he wishes to vote for. 
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5. As soon as the poll is over, all these boxes are collected from the polling 

station and taken to ….. in each constituency where they are counted in the 

presence of the …...  

6. A candidate must deposit a sum of ….. with a returning officer. 

7. If the candidate doesn’t gain ….. he loses his deposit. 

8. According to the ….. used in Parliamentary elections in Britain, a candi-

date is returned if he has polled more votes than the next standing candi-

date.  

 

Ex. 3. Answer the following questions: 

1. Do you approve of the idea of the candidates’ deposit? 

2. What are the duties of the supporters during the campaign? 

3. Who can become a candidate in Great Britain? 

4. Where are the results of the poll declared? 

5. In what case does the candidate return the deposit? 

 

Ex. 4. Imagine the polling day and describe your actions this day. 

 

 

Targeting Grammar 
 

Ex. 1. Cross out the wrong form. 

1. People today is/are very stressed. 

2. Most of the furniture in our flat is/are awful. 

3. The traffic was/were terrible this morning. 

4. What do you do when people give/gives you clothes that doesn’t/don’t 

suit you? 

5. We had a terrible holiday. All the accommodation was/were awful and the 

weather was/were terrible. 

6. Why is/are the news always about politics? Politics is/are boring! 

7. The police has/have just phoned about a robbery. 

8. Mathematics is/are my favorite subject at school. 

 

Ex. 2. Choose the correct form of each verb. 

1. We tried to (go) canoeing and swimming every day. 

2. One morning my cousin and I (leave) the cabin early. 

3. The sun just (rise) when we crept from our bunks. 

4. The others (be) still asleep when we (set) out for the dock. 

5. We (talk) for days about early morning canoeing, and this (be) the day. 
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6. We (want) to pick some blueberries for breakfast from the bushes that 

(grow) all around the lake. 

7. Halfway across the lake, Jerry remembered that he not (bring) a bowl for 

the berries. 

8. Luckily, though, I (wear) my straw hat, and it (make) a perfect basket. 

9. Finally we (finish) picking berries and (begin) to paddle home. 

10. Everyone (enjoy) eating blueberries for breakfast, but my hat has never 

(be) the same since.  

 

Ex. 3. Correct the errors in the following sentences (if any).  

1. Is there too many people in line? 

2. Dad’s present to Mother were pearls from Japan. 

3. Many a student looks forward to vacation. 

4. There go either Frank or Paul. 

5. Every student, teacher, and administrator are to leave the building in the 

event of a fire drill. 

6. My first choice were the purple sunglasses. 

7. Many a wild deer wander into the open fields along country roads. 

8. Beneath the calendar was a list of chores to be done. 

9. The best act in the show were the trained monkeys. 

10. Every chapter need to be read carefully. 

 

Ex. 4. Fill in the gaps with the right preposition. 

1. The Republic of Belarus exercises supreme control and absolute authority 

… the whole of its territory. 

2. The election of deputies is carried … in accordance … the law on the basis … 

3. Eight members of the Council are appointed … the President. 

4. The powers of the Parliament may be extended … law only … the event of 

war. 

5. The Government is accountable … the President and responsible … the 

Parliament of the Republic of Belarus. 

6. In administering justice judges are independent and subordinate … law 

alone. 

 

 

Critical Thinking Skills 
 

Ex. 1. What experience (methods) of government of the UK would you adopt 

to the system of government in the Republic of Belarus? Write an article to the 

newspaper on the issue. 
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Ex. 2. Make a report on the political system in the USA. Use different sources: 

books, magazines, newspapers, the Internet. Be ready to make a presentation 

in class. 

 

Ex. 3. If you look at the historical past, you can see the entire history of hu-

man society is that of wars and struggle for power. The subject of power be-

comes more interesting, the more you know the points of view of famous peo-

ple (philosophers, politicians, writers). Remember some statements (quota-

tions) of great people about power and make a short summary of these state-

ments. Do they reflect today’s reality? Express your own point of view on the 

subject. 

 

Ex. 4. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE QUIZ. Sentences 1-16 are incomplete 

sentences. You will see three words or phrases marked a), b) and 

c).choose the one word or phrase that best completes the sentence. 

(State Structure of Great Britain, the USA and the Republic of Belarus)  

1. The Constitution of ...  
a) the United States; 

b) Great Britain; 

c) the Republic of Belarus ... grants all the legislative powers of the federal 

government to the Congress. 

2. The only non-elected second chamber in the parliament in the world is ...  
a) the Council of the Republic of Belarus;  

b) the Senate;  

c) the House of Lords 

3. a) The House of Representatives;  

 b) the House of Lords;  

 c) the Senate ... has 100 members. 

4. One-third of ...  

 a) the House of Lords;  

b) the Senate;  

c) the Council of the Republic of Belarus ... is elected every two years. 

5. The Vice President is the presiding officer in the ...  

a) House of Representatives of the Congress;  

b) Senate;  

c) House of Commons. 

6. The House of Commons is presided over by ...  

a) the Lord Chancellor; 

b) the Speaker; 

c) the Prime Minister 
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7. The executive power is exercised by the Council of Ministers in ...  

a) the Republic of Belarus; 

b) the USA; 

c) Great Britain 

8. The Council of the Republic of Belarus consists of ...  

a) 110 deputies; 

b) 64 deputies; 

c) 435 deputies 

9. The judicial branch in the USA is headed by ...  

a) the Constitutional Court; 

b) the Supreme Court; 

c) the federal court of appeal. 

10. The judicial system is the most complicated in ...  
a) the Republic of Belarus; 

b) the USA; 

c) Great Britain. 

11. "Front-benchers" are the leading members of ...  
a) the party in power; 

b) both parties; 

c) all existing parties ... in the House of Commons. 

12. The President is elected for a term of four years and can be re-elected 

for another term but not longer in …  
a) the Republic of Belarus; 

b) the United States; 

c) Great Britain. 

13. The absolute power of the British monarchy has been progressively re-

duced ...  
a) in the process of political evolution; 

b) in the Magna Carta; 

c) by the Constitution adopted by the Parliament. 

14. The US Constitution was adopted in ...  
a) 1620; 

b) 1787; 

c) 1861. 

15. The Prime Minister is the leader of the majority party in ...  
a) Belarus; 

b) Great Britain; 

c) the USA. 

16. There's no universal legal system in ...  
a) Belarus; 

b) Great Britain;  

c) the USA 
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17. The President is the chief executive in ...  
a) Belarus;  

b) Great Britain;  

c) the USA 

18. The term of office of the Parliament members of different chambers is 

the same in ...  
a) Belarus;  

b) Great Britain;  

c) the USA 

19. The Supreme Court determines whether the laws and official enact-

ments correspond to the Constitution in ...  
a) Belarus;  

b) Great Britain;  

c) the USA 

20. The upper chamber of Parliament isn't elected in … 
a) Belarus;  

b) Great Britain;  

c) the USA 

21. "Convention" means a set of rules and practices which are regarded as 

vital for the operation of the government in ...  
a) Belarus;  

b) Great Britain;  

c) the USA 

22. "Convention" means the congress of the party's representatives to nom-

inate the candidate for the highest post of the state in ...  
a) Belarus;  

b) Great Britain;  

c) the USA 

23. The ... party of Great Britain traces its origin back to the Whigs. 
a) Labor;  

b) Liberal;  

c) Conservative  

24. The Democratic Party was founded by ...  
a) George Washington; 

b) Thomas Jefferson;  

c) Abraham Lincoln. 

25. Most of Belarusian electorate ...  
a) don't support any party;  

b) back the Communist party of Belarus; 

c) favor the Belarusian Popular Front. 
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26. "Union Jack" is the name of the national flag of ...  
a) Belarus; 

b) Great Britain;  

c) the USA. 

27. Each part of ... ... has its own patron saint and national emblem. 
 a) Belarus;  

 b) Great Britain;  

 c) the USA.  

28. The flower of ... ... is used in the ornament of the Belarusian national 

emblem. 
a) shamrock;  

b) leek;  

c) flax.  

29. The "Stars and Stripes" was adopted as a national flag of the USA in ...  
a) 1782;  

b) 1777; 

c) 1864. 
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UNIT V  

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
 

 

Vocabulary Focus 
 

Ex. 1. Check the knowledge of your vocabulary by giving the English equiva-

lents for the following words and combinations:  

Опустошать; сточные воды; яд, отрава; голод, стихийное бедствие; 

наводнение; землетрясение; засуха; пустыня; химические удобрения; 

пестициды; кислород; ультрафиолетовые лучи; озоновый слой; бед-

ствие; истощаться; угрожать; уменьшать, сокращать; сохранение; ди-

кость, жестокость; восстанавливать; порицать, считать виновным; оце-

нивать; жизненно важный; род, вид, порода; заповедник; содействовать; 

поощрять, одобрять; остаться в живых, уцелеть; углекислый газ; исто-

щение, исчерпывание (запасов); вымерший; теплица, оранжерея; очист-

ные сооружения. 

 

Ex. 2. Which word from the box is being described? 

town 

road  

pebble 

bush 

wood 

forest 

rock 

pond 

city 

ocean 

lane 

coast 

beach 

bay 

gulf 

mountain 

tree 

sea 

like 

hill 

1. a large area of water surrounded by land……… 

2. a small area with trees………. 

3. a large mass of salt water between continents……. 

4. a length of sand and small stones at the edge of the sea ……….. 

5. a particular part of the land that is higher………. 

6. a narrow route through the countryside for animals and people on foot…… 

7. a large area of an ocean where the coast is curved ……….. 

8. a wide stretch of land covered with trees………. 

9. a tall plant with long branches and a trunk ………. 

10. a small area of water, for example in a garden……….. 

11. a small smooth stone on a beach………… 

12. a large area with homes, shops and streets …………… 

13. a low plant with many branches ……… 

14. the edge of land where it joins sea water ………….. 

15. a part of the land that is much higher than the land around it ………. 
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16. an area of salt water near land ……….. 

17. a prepared route through the countryside or towns for vehicles……… 

18. an area of the sea inside a curved part of the coast ………. 

19. a place with many streets, offices, factories, shops and homes……… 

20. a large piece of stone……… 

 

Ex. 3. Complete the collocates below by adding an appropriate noun. Some 

can combine with more than one noun. 

Example: environmental effect, changes, disaster, pollution, resources 

warming effect energy fumes fuels waste products jams rain layer changes 

disasters pollution rainforest transport resources gases 

1. acid……..            7.  public…….             13. finite ……... 

2. tropical…….       8.  traffic…….  14. greenhouse…… 

3. exhaust ……       9.  natural……..           15. clean…….. 

4. global…….       10.  air……..           16. recycled……. 

5. ozone…….        11.  sea……           17. noise……….. 

6. nuclear……      12.   solar…..           18. renewable……… 

 

Ex. 4 Complete these sentences with the correct form of the words. 

1) What can we do to reduce the …….. of the atmosphere? pollute 

2) The change in the climate has produced ……… floods. disaster 

3) Many rare species are threatened with………. extinct 

4) Many of the gases produced by factories are ……. to our 

health. 

harm 

5) Exhaust fumes have ……….. effects on the environment. damage 

6) Many countries must try and control the growth of the 

…………. 

populate 

7) Protecting the environment is essential to our ……. survive 

8) The …….. of the environment is everyone’s responsibil-

ity. 

protect 

9) While some countries get richer, the ………. in others gets 

worse. 

poor 

10) Millions of people in the world are threatened with……… starve 

 

Ex. 5. Read the text below. Use the word given beside the text to form a word 

that fits in the space in the text. There is an example at the beginning. 

Globalization 

It is exaggeration to say that the world has become a global vil-

lage. Modern methods of … (1) have made world much smaller 

1. exaggerate 

2. communicate 
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and the problems we face such as … (2) are not restricted to this 

country. The … (3) of the rainforests in Brazil is everyone’s 

problem and the …… (4) which is common in many African 

countries is a challenge for Europe too. The …. (5) of rare spe-

cies is a tragedy for the planet as a whole and the …. (6) of oil 

supplies will shake the … (7) of the world’s economy, The ……. 

(8) of the environment is the responsibility of all nations, rich 

and poor. However, uncontrolled economic….. (9) between 

strong and weak nations leads to the …... (10) of great inequality 

between the rich and poor nations of the world. 

3. pollute 

4. destroy 

5. starve 

6. extinct 

7. exhaust 

8. found  

9. protect 

10. compete 

11. create 

 

Ex. 6. Fill in the blanks using a word from the list. 

weather exhaust on greenhouse recycling 

fuel resources environmental atmosphere energy 

Save it! 

In recent years, the number of (1) ………. problems has increased danger-

ously. One of the most serious problems is changes to the (2) ………. which 

has led to the (3)……… effect’; this is making most climates warmer. It is al-

ready affecting several areas of the world with unusual (4) ……... causing 

droughts or heavy storms. Cutting down on (5) …… fumes from vehicles 

would help solve the problem. Natural (6) …….. such as oil and coal are not 

endless, so using other forms of (7) ………. such as wind, sun, water, and 

even sea waves would help preserve our planet. Very soon we will be able to 

drive cars in cities and towns that run (8) ………… electricity – a much 

cleaner (9) …………… than petrol. And we can also help to reserve finite re-

sources by (10) ……….. things made of glass, aluminium, plastic and paper. 

 

Evaluating Through Reading 

 

Text 1 

Greenpeace 
Ex. 1. Read the text and write down key sentences from each paragraph of the 

text and combine them into a short summary. 

Greenpeace is a global environmental organization. Based in Amsterdam, 

the Netherlands, Greenpeace has 2,8 million supporters in 41 countries across 

Europe, the Americas, Asia and the Pacific. 

Greenpeace is a non-profit organization. Committed to the principles of 

non-violence, political and economic independence and internationalism, 

Greenpeace does not seek or accept funding from governments, corporations 
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or political parties or any other source that could compromise its aims and ob-

jectives, its independence or its integrity. Greenpeace relies wholly upon the 

voluntary donations of individual supporters and on grant support from foun-

dations. 

Greenpeace exists to expose environmental criminals, and to challenge 

governments and corporations when they fail to live up to their mandate to 

safeguard our environment and our future. 

In pursuing its mission, Greenpeace has no permanent allies or enemies. It 

promotes open, informed debate about society’s environmental choices. Sup-

porters of Greenpeace use research, lobbying, and quiet diplomacy to pursue 

their goals, as well as high-profile, non-violent conflict to raise the level and 

quality of public debate.  

As a global organization, Greenpeace focuses on the most crucial world-

wide threats to our planet’s biodiversity and environment. 

They campaign to: 

– Stop climate change 

– Protect ancient forests 

– Save the oceans 

– Stop whaling 

– Say no genetic engineering 

– Stop the nuclear threat 

– Eliminate toxic chemicals 

– Encourage sustainable trade 

Greenpeace has been campaigning against environmental degradation since 

1971 when a small boat of volunteers and journalists sailed into Amchitka, an 

area north of Alaska, where the US Government was conducting underground 

nuclear tests. These activists believed a few individual could make a differ-

ence. Their mission was to “bear witness” to US underground nuclear testing 

at Amchitka, a tiny island off the West Coast of Alaska, which is one of the 

world’s most earthquake-prone regions. Amchitka was the last refuge to 3000 

endangered sea otters, and home to bald eagles, peregrine falcons and other 

wildlife. Even though, their old boat, the Phyllis Cormack, was intercepted be-

fore it got to Amchitka, the journey sparked a flurry of public interest. The US 

still detonated the bomb, but the voice of reason had been heard. Nuclear test-

ing on Amchitka ended that same year, and the island was later declared a bird 

sanctuary.  

This tradition of “bearing witness” in a non-violent manner continues today 

and their ships are an important part of all their campaign work.  

Greenpeace takes the name of its flagship, the Rainbow Warrior, from a 

North American Gree Indian legend. It describes a time when humanity’s 
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greed has made the Earth sick. At that time, a tribe of people known as the 

Warriors of the Rainbow would rise up to defend her. 

As one of the longest banners they’ve ever made summed things up, 

“When the last tree is cut, the last river poisoned, and the last fish dead, we 

will discover that we can’t eat money…” 

Greenpeace exists because this fragile earth deserves a voice. It needs solu-

tions. It needs change. It needs action. 

 

Ex. 2. Formulate questions about the content of the passage that you think will 

be answered in the text itself. 

 

Text 2 

The World Wide Fund for Nature 

Ex. 1. Read the text and decide which of the following headings should be be-

fore each of the paragraphs in the text. There is one extra heading which you 

do not need. 

1. The last thousand polar bears. 

2. The tropical forests 

3. The last thirty oryx. 

4. Operation tiger. 

5. The Foundation of WWF. 

6. Genetic engineering. 

 

A. The World Wildlife Fund was founded in 1961 by a small group of peo-

ple who wanted to raise money to save animals and plants from extinction. 

Now called the World Wide Fund for Nature, WWF is a large international 

organization working to stop the destruction of the earth’s natural resources. It 

has raised over 230 million pounds for conservation projects over the last ten 

years, and has created or given support to National Parks in five continents. It 

has helped 30 mammals and birds – including the tiger – to survive. Perhaps 

this is not much, but it is a start. If more people give more money – and if 

more governments wake up to what is happening – perhaps the WWF will be 

able to help us to avoid the disaster that threatens the natural world, and all of 

us with it. 

B. Tropical forests have supplied us with very many sorts of plants for 

food, medicine and industry. They could probably supply many more. They 

also reduce flood and droughts, keep water clean, and slow down the Green-

house Effect. But the tropical forests are being destroyed to make room for 

things like farms, ranches, mines and hydroelectric dams. About 20 million 
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hectares are lost each year – an area more than twice the size of Austria. WWF 

is working to protect and save the forests that are in danger, to plant new trees 

for fuel wood and to slow down the Greenhouse Effect; and to encourage gov-

ernments to think about the forests and their importance when giving interna-

tional aid. 

C. Seventy years ago there were 100.000 tigers in the wild. Today there are 

not more than 8.000 left. In 1972 the World Wildlife Fund launched “Opera-

tion Tiger” to save the tigers that remained Eighteen tiger reserves have been 

created in India and three in Nepal. 

D. Thirty years ago fewer than 1.000 polar bears were left alive in the wild 

in Norway, Greenland and the USSR. WWF persuaded the five. Arctic nations 

of Canada, the USA, Denmark (Greenland), the USSR and Norway, to agree 

to control hunting and promote scientific study. Now the “ice bears” are living 

and breeding successfully once again, and those 1.000 bears have increased 

their numbers to about 5.000. 

E. By the 1970s hunters had killed almost all of the Arabian oryx. The 

WWF helped to capture the last thirty survived oryx and send them to Phoenix 

zoo, in Arizona, where a herd of these rare animals has been built up. Other 

zooz and wildlife parks have helped, and the oryx has been reintroduced into 

its natural surroundings in Oman, Jordan and Saudi Arabia. 

 

Ex. 2. Answer the questions. 

1. What environmental problems does the text touch upon? 

2. How did the WWF help the animals? 

3. Do these animals live in natural surroundings? 

4. Where does the WWF get money from? 

5. Are there any branches of the WWF in our country? Do any other envi-

ronmental organizations or groups operate in our country. What issues do 

they campaign about? 

 

 

Evaluating through Listening 
 

Among the most urgent environmental problems is the problem of rain forests. 

While listening to the text “The disappearing rain forest” you’ll study the 

problem more thoroughly. 

 

Ex. 1. After listening to the text be ready to answer the questions: 

1. Why are the forests destroyed? 

2. Who is to blame? (for the destruction of the forests) 
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3. What happens to the animals when the forest is destroyed? 

4. Why won’t new forests planted? 

 

Ex. 2. Listen to the text as many times as you need in order to be able to com-

plete the sentences. Try to remember some words and expressions. 

1. In many countries the trees have been cut down because … 

2. In other parts of the world the trees are cut down because … 

3. This wood is used by … 

4. It is exported … 

5. When the trees are cut down … 

6. The forest becomes … 

7. When the forest is destroyed … 

8. All kinds of species … 

9. It is very easy … 

10. The products are bought … 

 

Ex. 3. Answer the questions. 

1. Do you know any places where rain forests are being destroyed? 

2. Why is it so important to preserve rain forests do you think? 

3. Do you agree you are to blame? (that the rain forests are disappearing) 

4. In many countries forests fields, marshes are being destroyed, is this a 

problem in our country? 

 

 

Targeting  Grammar 
 

Ex. 1. Read the text. Use correct adjective or adverb. 

Acid Rains 

Every year 1) _____ and 2) _____ plants and animals disappear. Nature is 

very 3) _____ balanced and if this balance is disturbed, animals can disappear 

very 4) _____ forever. Ever day, thousands of species of animals draw 

5) _____ to extinction. There are 6) _____ number of species which may be-

come extinct before they are even discovered. 

In 7) _____ lakes the fish are dying, Fishermen are worried because every 

year there are 8) _____ fish and some lakes have no fish at all. Scientists are 

beginning to get worried too. What is killing the fish? 

The problem is acid rain. Acid rain is a kind of air pollution. It is caused by 

factories that burn coal or oil or gas. These factories send smoke 9) _____ into 

the air. The wind often carries the smoke 10) _____ from the factories. Some 
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of the 11) _____ substances in the smoke may come down with the rain hun-

dreds of miles away. 

The rain in may places isn’t 12) _____ and 13) _____ any more. It’s 

14) _____ of acid chemicals. When it falls in lakes, it changes them too. The 

lakes become more 15) _____. Acid water is like vinegar or lemon juice. It 

hurts when it gets in your eyes. It also kills the plants and animals that 

16) _____ live in lake water. That is why the fish are dying in lakes. 

Now scientists are beginning to study the effect of 17) _____ rain on larger 

animals. For example, they believe that some deer in Poland are 18) _____ be-

cause of acid rain. If deer are hurt by the rain, what about people? This is the 

question 19) _____ people are beginning to ask. No one knows the answer yet. 

But it is an 20) _____ questions for us all. 

 
1. a. much b. many c. less d. more 

2. a. few b. many c. more d. fewer 

3. a. careful b. careless c. carefully d. carelessly 

4. a. tastly b. fast c. slow d. slowly 

5. a. quick b. closer c. fast d. fastly 

6. a. countable b. countless c. uncountable d. count 

7. a. much b. more c. many d. fewer 

8. a. much b. less c. little d. fewer 

9. a. highly b. high c. higher d. the highest 

10. a. further b. farther c. far d. near 

11. a. harm b. harmless c. unharm d. harmful 

12. a. natural b. naturally c. nature d. unnatural 

13. a. cleaner b. the cleanest c. clean d. dirty 

14. a. fully b. full c. fuller d. the fullest 

15. a. acidic b. acid c. acidly d. acidical 

16. a. usual b. unusual c. unusually d. usually 

17. a. acidic b. acid c. acidly d. acidical 

18. a. less healthy b. more healthy c. the healthi-

est 
d. healthy 

19. a. much b. the most c. many d. few 

20. a. important b. importantly c. unimportant d. much important 

 

Ex. 2. Read the text and look carefully at each line. Some of the lines are cor-

rect and some have a word that doesn’t fit grammatically. Correct the lines, if 

necessary. 

Greenhouse Effect 
  0.  This week in Kyoto in Japan the latest conference 

00. on the environment is being taking place. The whole 

  1. world is today watching to see what happens 



 104 

  2. as delegates from more than 165 countries discuss 

  3. what measures need no to be taken to reduce the 

  4. fumes that do create the Greenhouse Effect. They 

  5. are hope to agree on ways of reducing the amount 

  6. of carbon dioxide and other gases that we 

     7. send into the atmosphere. These gases to act the way a  

     8. greenhouse does and, as a result, the Earth is 

     9. be getting hotter and hotter all the time. The 

   10. temperature it is rising gradually and 

   11. in 100 years’ time the Earth will be hotter by about 40C. 

   12. The problem is be getting worse as more cars  

   13. are make an appearance on our already crowded roads. 

   14. The solution in Kyoto is depends on what the United States, 

   15. the most powerful nation on Earth, feels is in its interests. 

 

 

Critical Thinking Skills 
 

Ex. 1. In recent years the number of environmental problems has in-

creased dangerously. Make a list of the most environmental problems 

facing each of us. 

 

Ex. 2. Make up the National Programme of the Protection of the Environment, 

development and implementation of which will help to solve different envi-

ronmental problems. Give your arguments why the issue is important and is 

worth being included into the National Problem. 

1. To recycle things made of glass, aluminum, paper. (It will help to save 

trees and other finite natural resources). 

2. To stop the hunting of wild animals. (Nature is delicately balanced and the 

extinction of one species may have a serious effect on others). 

Use the following word combinations: 

to ban nuclear energy, to introduce advanced resource-saving technologies, to 

construct purification installments, to develop the ecological science, to collect 

taxes, to impose administrative penalties, to establish limits, to educate the 

public, to minimize the consequences, to provide with clean food products, to 

organize medical examination and treatment, to ban smoking, environmental 

protection legislation. 
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Ex. 3. Comment on the quotation by B. Show “When a man wants to murder a 

tiger we call it sport, but when a tiger wants to murder a man, we call it feroc-

ity.” Ancient people had to hunt for food, now most people are hunting for 

pleasure. Is it necessary to forbid hunting? 

 

Ex. 4. If the government wanted to build a nuclear power station near our 

city, would you protest about it? Give your arguments. (Some people think 

that living next to a nuclear power station is less dangerous than driving a 

motorbike or smoking. Do you share their point of view?) 

 

Ex. 5. Speak on the topic “The international cooperation is very important to 

find the successful solution to ecological problems.” 
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SECTION  IV.  ENGLISH SPEAKING COUNTRIES 
 

 

UNIT I 

BRITAIN AND THE WORLD 
 

Vocabulary Focus 
 

Ex. 1. Check the Knowledge of your vocabulary by giving the English equiva-

lents for the following words and word combinations. 

Лелеять мифы; прошлая слава; заморские территориальные владения; 

сравнительный упадок; отставать; военные обязательства; очевидная 

неизбежность; сильный союзник и преданный друг; согласиться с оцен-

кой; оставаться ярым защитником; поддерживать что-либо только на 

словах; по отношению к; положение (репутация) в мире; быть связанной, 

прежде всего, с Европой; полагаться в экономике на членов содружества 

и колонии; принимать более позитивную политику; выступать за расши-

рение Евросоюза; непосредственные приоритеты внешней политики; 

действовать по согласию; достигнуть согласия; отказываться от сувере-

нитета. 

 

Ex. 2. Complete the following charts. 

Noun Verb Verb Noun  

domination 

possession 

threat 

adjustment 

assumption 

withdrawal 

assessment 

involvement 

reduction 

resignation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

imply 

ignore 

require 

resent 

complete 

support 

approach 

suspend 

expel 

conform 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

 

Ex. 3. Change these words using the prefixes in the box so that they have an 

opposite meaning. There is an example at the beginning (0). 

mis– un– dis– ir– il– in– im– 

 
1. in correct 16. ____ qualified 32. ____ personal 
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2. ____ believable 

3. ____ obedient 

4. ____ honest 

5. ____ acceptable 

6. ____ perfect 

7. ____ regular 

8. ____ responsible 

9. ____ limited 

10. ____ even 

11. ____ like (verb) 

12. ____ understand 

13. ____ pronounce 

14. ____ lock 

15. ____ connect 

 

 

17. ____ avoidable 

18. ____ competent 

19. ____ conscious 

20. ____ certain 

21. ____ attractive 

22. ____ patient 

23. ____ fair 

24. ____ married 

25. ____ fashionable 

26. ____ welcome 

27. ____ behave 

28. ____ trust (verb) 

29. ____ wrap 

30. ____ continue 

31. ____ fold 

33. ____ complete 

34. ____ accurate 

35. ____ legal 

36. ____ agreeable 

37. ____ possible 

38. ____ mature 

39. ____ satisfied 

40. ____ logical 

41. ____ comfortable 

42. ____ agree 

43. ____ obey 

44. ____ approve 

45. ____ pack 

46. ____ cover 

47. ____ appear 

 

Ex. 4. In each of the following sentences, one of the words has been incorrect-

ly used. Identify and correct the word in each case. There is an example at the 

beginning (0). 

0. In prehistory times, my country was a tropical island covered with thick 

forest.        prehistoric 
1. The first inhabits arrived from mainland Europe about 10,000 years ago. 

____________ 

2. They built settlers along the rivers and on the coast. 

____________ 

3. About 2,000 years ago, the country was conquering by the Romans. 

____________ 

4. Later on, they were defeat by invading armies from the north. 

____________ 

5. The Romans were forced to departure and so returned home. 

____________ 

6. The country became a king under Homer the First. 

____________ 

7. Most of the kings and queens after him were dictatorships who abused 

their power. 

____________ 

8. In the sixteenth century, there was a revolting by the poor people. 

____________ 

9. They overthrown the king, who fled the country. 

____________ 
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10. A republican was established, but it was very unpopular. 

____________ 

11. After a few years, the country became a monarch again under King Bart. 

____________ 

12. King Bart was also the rule of Lycaenia, and my country became part of 

his country. 

____________ 

13. However, he was unpopular and so the people deposition him in 1892. 

____________ 

14. During this time, the country began to become industry. 

____________ 

15. Before this, it was mainly an agriculture country. 

____________ 

16. My country won its independent from Lycaenia in 1906. 

____________ 

17. This was shortly after the Lycaenian governor was assassination. 

____________ 

18. During the reign of Queen Marge the First, a democracy system was 

adopted. 

____________ 

19. In 1934, a civilian war resulted in the deaths of thousands of people. 

____________ 

20. A republican system was adopted once again, and many agreed that this 

politician system worked the best. 

____________ 

21. In 1936, the first president elections were held. 

____________ 

 

Ex. 5. Complete these sentences with the most appropriate word or expres-

sion. There is an example at the beginning (0). 

0. British people and people in my country have a lot ___________. 

A. in common  B in similar  C in particular 

1. The _____ in weather between my country and that in the United King-

dom is very noticeable. 

A contrast  B compare  C comparison 

2. The United Kingdom and my country _____ a lot in many respects. 

A different  B differentiate C differ 

3. A lot of British people are not aware that there is a big _____ between the 

Spanish and Portuguese languages. 

A different  B difference  C differ 
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4. I find it difficult to _____ between British English and American English. 

A distinctive  B extinguish C distinguish 

5. There’s a big _____ between learning a language and actually using it. 

A distinction  B distinctive C distinguish 

6. In my country, it is illegal to _____ between men and women.  

A difference  B discipline  C discriminate 

7. My country covers a large area. _____, the United Kingdom is quite 

small. 

A By similar means B By way of contrast C In the same way 

8. Customs in my country are _____ to those in the United Kingdom. 

A common  B similar  C same 

9. As far as I can tell, young people in the United Kingdom are physically 

_____ to young people in my country. They look exactly the same. 

A identical  B similar  C same 

10. In my country, people live to eat, _____ in the United Kingdom people 

eat to live. 

A therefore  B where  C whereas 

11. Young people in my country share the same interests as those in the 

United Kingdom, but in other respects we are as different as _____. 

A rain and sun  B chalk and cheese C hot and cold 

12. Physically, my country is quite close to the United Kingdom, but culturally 

we are ____. 

 A worlds apart B years away C two sandwiches short of a pic-

nic 

 

Ex. 6. Match the words given to the explanations. 

ambassador delegate patriot ringleader terrorist 

chairperson minister president sovereign traitor 

1. This person may be the elected head of state. 

2. This person is responsible for a government department. 

3. This person leads others to make trouble. 

4. This person represents their country abroad. 

5. This person loves their country. 

6. This person represents others at a meeting or conference. 

7. This person betrays their country. 

8. This person may be the head of state by birth. 

9. This person uses violence rather than the political system for political 

ends. 

10. This person is the head of a formal meeting. 
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Evaluating Through Reading 

 

Text 1 

Foreign Policy Dilemmas 

Ex. 1. The text below tells about Britain’s standing in the world and Europe. 

Scan it for the main ideas. Then skim it to answer the questions that follow the 

text. 

All countries foster myths about themselves, for they are essential to a na-

tional self-image. One of Britain's myths is to do with its world position, based 

on the lingering afterglow of a bygone glory. For 200 years, until the 1950s, 

Britain's view of the world was dominated by its overseas territorial possessions 

and trade. Britain was reluctantly involved in continental Europe, usually only 

when its own security was directly threatened. Since the disappearance of its 

empire and the comparative decline in its power, Britain has adjusted its world 

view with difficulty. 

As a result, Britain's foreign policy has tended to lag behind the reality of 

its world position and to conflict with its true economic interests. It has repeat-

edly adjusted its overseas political and military commitments since 1945, by 

troop reduction or political withdrawals, but after, rather than before these had 

become a burden. The legacy of empire has distracted Britain from concentrat-

ing on its economic and political future. During the 1970s Britain was dogged 

by a sense of economic and political weakness, and by the apparent inevitability 

of post-imperial decline. During the 1980s Prime Minister Thatcher sought to 

reverse the process, and claimed, 'Once more Britain is confident, strong, trust-

ed ... Strong, because our economy is enterprising, competitive and expanding. 

And trusted, because we are known to be a powerful ally and a faithful friend. 

Not everyone agreed with such an assessment. Britain's military strength was 

achieved at the expense of the civil economy. Furthermore, even with economic 

prosperity, Britain's comparative world position remained bound to decline on 

account of the rise of the Pacific and Latin American economies. 

Britain found it difficult to adjust following the loss of its colonial territo-

ries in the 1960s. For approximately 25 years Britain seemed uncertain where its 

primary interests lay, whether it was with the United States, its most important 

military ally, or with the European Community, its most important economic 

arena. It found it difficult to decide which was the more important politically. 

Because of this uncertainty it was slower than its European allies to invest eco-

nomic and political effort in the newly free countries of Eastern Europe, and 

more anxious than others that America's involvement in Europe should not de-
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cline. It remained a keen advocate of the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation 

(NATO), in which it plays a leading role. Behind its strategic concerns lay an-

other fear, that without the role it plays in NATO, it might return to what it 

was until the seventeenth century, an offshore island on the edge of European 

affairs. 

In 1945 Britain had been a founder member of the United Nations. Bydint 

of its international importance it became one of the five permanent members 

of the Security Council and found itself playing two implicitly contradictory 

games. On the one hand, as a NATO member it was an ardent participant in 

the Cold War contest. On the other, it paid lip service to the peaceful and con-

ciliatory criteria, declarations and treaties of the UN. With the end of the Cold 

War, but also with its comparative decline, Britain faces another dilemma. 

Should it hang onto its permanent seat in order to maximize its influence at the 

UN, or should it resign it in favour of a Security Council more representative 

of UN global membership? And if it chose to resign its seat, should it be as 

willing as it has been in the past to provide troops for UN peace-keeping mis-

sions? During the 1990s Britain seemed increasingly to act as the junior part-

ner of the United States in ensuring that US policy prevailed in the Security 

Council, particularly with regard to the Middle East.  

Ever since the Second World War, Britain has believed in a ‘special rela-

tionship’ with the United States. This relationship is based upon a shared lan-

guage and Anglo-Saxon culture, and particularly strong relationships between 

Churchill and Roosevelt during the war, and between Thatcher and Reagan 

during the 1980s and between Blair and Clinton at the end of the century. For 

Britain the relationship was vital to its own world standing after 1945. For the 

United States it was useful for strengthening the European commitment to 

NATO. But the United States has seldom valued the special relationship as 

highly as Britain has done, and it can only last if both have something to gain 

from it. In spite of Britain’s difficult relations with other members of the Eu-

ropean Union, there were signs in the 1990s that its relationship with the Unit-

ed States was  weakening, as the implications of growing political and eco-

nomic unity in Europe became harder to ignore. 

 

Britain in Europe 

In the long term Britain is bound primarily to Europe, despite its some-

times unenthusiastic view of the European Union (EU), as the Community be-

came in 1992. Britain did not share the same passion to create an economic 

and political network as the founder members of the Community. It had not 

experienced foreign European armies of its soil, and relied economically on 

trade with Commonwealth members and colonies. 
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Britain joined the Community in 1973, but it remained diffident, with sev-

eral MPs of both main parties believing membership to be a mistake, and de-

mands for conformity irksome. In 1980 it was still possible that Britain could 

leave the European Community. British resentment at interference from Brus-

sels was well expressed by one Conservative MP: ‘Almost overnight and 

largely unnoticed by our fellow citizens, Britain’s right to decide many practi-

cal matters, even her own destiny, is being surrendered to the majority vote 

and the interests of other nations, not all of whom share our parliamentary tra-

ditions.' Against such an attitude a British Commissioner to the European 

Community argued the harsh pragmatic case that, 'Only on a European rather 

than a national basis can we hold our own in the world.' By 1990 few could 

disagree with this assessment, and although it remained the most argumenta-

tive member of the Community, there was no longer any question of it leav-

ing. But it continued to show it was less enthusiastic than other major mem-

bers about accepting the implications of membership. 

Britain's economy is closely interrelated with the other members of the 

Community. By 1995 57 per cent of UK exports and 15 per cent of GDP were 

accounted for by the EU market. Moreover, most large companies now oper-

ate across frontiers. With progressive economic integration, national political 

sovereignty has reduced meaning. 

Labour adopted the few more positive European policies of its predecessor, 

urging rapid completion of the single market for every sector of economic ac-

tivity, and also advocating the progressive enlargement of the Union to in-

clude Central and Eastern European states. It also immediately signed the So-

cial Chapter, and indicated that it would make membership of the single cur-

rency contingent on a referendum. It recognised more readily than the Con-

servatives that the question was not whether to join the single currency but 

when. 

Europe occupies two extreme positions on the spectrum of popular esteem. 

For a long time there has been strong middle-class support for membership of 

the European Union, based not only upon Britain's pragmatic interests, but al-

so upon interest in European culture. Many middle-class Britons take their 

holidays exploring different parts of Europe. They are largely pan-European in 

outlook. However, there is also another, smaller, category of British visitor to 

the Continent. These are the young holidaymakers who drink heavily and 

sometimes become violent, for example, on Spain's Mediterranean coast, or 

following English football teams. Their behaviour is not solely to do with so-

cial problems in Britain. It also reflects a contemptuous attitude for those who 

are not British. Many other British people, while not behaving in such anti-

social ways, do not yet feel culturally European. 
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Questions 

1. What was Britain’s view of the world dominated by  until the 1950s? 

2. Why has Britain always been late in scaling down its foreign policy com-

mitment in line with its real political and economic power? 

3. Why was Britain slower than its European allies to invest economic and 

political effort in the newly free countries of Eastern Europe? 

4. What is Britain’s role in such organisations as NATO and the UN? 

5. Why does Britain have such ambiguous feelings about the European Un-

ion? 

6. How did Britain’s attitude to the European Union change when the Labour 

Party came to power? 

 

Text 2 

The Commonwealth 

Ex. 1. This text is about the Commonwealth, a voluntary association of mem-

bers of the former British Empire and colonies. Preview the text and formulate 

questions about the contents of the text that you think will be answered in the 

text itself. 

The Commonwealth 
Beyond its immediate foreign policy priorities, its ties with Europe and the 

United States, Britain has important relations across the rest of the world, pri-

marily through the Commonwealth. The Commonwealth is a voluntary asso-

ciation of members of the former British Empire and Colonies, which allows 

for a new relationship between Britain and its former possessions. Its purpose 

is the promotion of international understanding and cooperation by working in 

partnership with each other. It is as much an association of peoples as of 

states, with a plethora of informal non-governmental links. There were only 11 

members in 1960, which grew to 21 by 1965, when Britain resigned the per-

manent chairmanship in favour of an international secretariat, and then 53 in 

1998. Some have resigned, for example Ireland, others have been suspended, 

like Fiji and Nigeria, while others which withdrew to avoid expulsion have re-

turned to the fold, like Pakistan and South Africa. Recent admissions have in-

cluded countries with no previous connection with Britain, for example in 

1995 the ex-Portuguese territory of Mozambique. Yemen and the embryo state 

of Palestine have both expressed interest in membership. The Queen is titular 

head of the Commonwealth, even though half the member states are republics. 

She remains an ardent supporter of the Commonwealth idea. 

Why is the Commonwealth so popular? A chief reason is that it is an inter-

national forum that lacks the formality and pomposity of the United Nations. 

In the words of Peter Lyon, head of the Institute for Commonwealth Studies, 
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'It is a comfortable form of international cooperation where people can talk 

confidentially without feeling threatened. It hasn't got a centre or periphery. 

All have equal status. One of the major attractions for the prime ministers of 

the member states is that at the conferences they have direct personal contact 

with each other, frequently without any officials present. The Commonwealth 

also operates by consensus rather than by voting. This allows for a more grad-

ualist approach to problems than is possible in the United Nations. The heads 

of government of member states meet every two years to consider current is-

sues, and sometimes to make declarations on agreed principles. For example, 

in 1971 the Singapore Declaration stated: “We believe in the liberty of the in-

dividual, in equal rights for all citizens regardless of race, colour, creed or po-

litical belief, and in their inalienable right to participate by means of free and 

democratic political processes in framing the society in which they live.' As 

with the United Nations, many members fall short of their undertakings. 

It is easy to think of the Commonwealth as a cosy association. In fact it has 

times of great stress, three of which were a direct consequence of British poli-

cy. When Britain refused to send troops to restore Rhodesia to British rule in 

1964, the Commonwealth came close to disintegration. Its entry into the Euro-

pean Community greatly damaged relations with Commonwealth trading part-

ners in the 1970s, and its refusal to apply economic sanctions against South 

Africa nearly resulted in the relocation of the Secretariat to Toronto. Mean-

while a number of Conservative MPs openly expressed the view that the 

Commonwealth was no longer worth having. It was the quiet diplomacy of the 

Queen herself which healed this rift. 

The current popularity and growth of the Commonwealth may signal its 

success. Yet the great virtue of the Commonwealth in the 1960s and early 

1970s was the intimacy of this varied club. The larger the Commonwealth be-

comes, the harder it is to ensure it remains a place for the uninhibited ex-

change of views and to achieve consensus. 

The end of Empire? 
In 1997 Britain relinquished sovereignty of Hong Kong. Under the 1984 

accord with Beijing, Hong Kong is designated a Special Administrative Re-

gion with its own government and legislative council composed of Hong Kong 

people. But it is less democratic than the last British governor had wanted. The 

existing elected legislative council was replaced with an appointed provisional 

legislature by the Chinese government, followed by fresh elections for a legis-

lative council in 1998 with a severely reduced franchise. Of the six million 

people in Hong Kong, just over three million are British passport holders, but 

only 50,000 of these have rights of residence in Britain. Britain retains a 

strong interest in Hong Kong, partly because of the embarrassment it will feel 
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if Beijing does not honour its obligations, but also because Hong Kong re-

mains Britain's second largest export market in Asia. 

Many viewed the loss of Hong Kong as the final end of empire, but in fact 

Britain retains another 16 'dependent' territories, with a total population of 

about 200,000. The largest is Bermuda, with 60,000 inhabitants, which, like 

most of the others, is British by choice. Britain claims all these territories may 

freely exercise self-determination, but there is one glaring exception. In the 

early 1970s Britain removed the 1,800 or so islanders from the Indian Ocean 

island of Diego Garcia to Mauritius in order to make it a base for US forces. 

They have not been allowed back or allowed to determine their future. Gov-

ernment conduct contrasts with its willingness to fight for the self-

determination of the Falklands/Las Malvinas which Argentina occupied in 

1982. Although ejected by British forces, Argentina continues to claim the 

Falklands, South Georgia and the Sandwich Islands. Gibraltar, acquired in 

1713, is claimed by Spain, which from time to time has tried to pressure this 

territory into accepting Spanish sovereignty. In the latter two cases the inhab-

itants strongly wish to remain under British rule. 

In 1981 the British Nationality Act stripped the people of these dependent 

territories, including Hong Kong, of full British citizenship with the exception 

of the Falklands and Gibraltar whose citizens are largely of European origin. 

Many believed this to be overtly racist. The other area of discontent concerns 

a sense of under-representation in London and a desire for direct representa-

tion in the Commonwealth. 

 

 

Targeting Grammar 
 

Ex. 1. Rewrite the pairs of sentences as one sentence only. Begin each one 

with If. 

Example: The driver used the brakes suddenly. That’s why he lost control of 

the car. If the driver hadn’t used the brakes suddenly, he wouldn’t have lost 

control of the car. 

1. You were careless. That’s why you had an accident. 

2. You had an accident, that’s why you failed the test. 

3. You tried to kill the driving examiner. That’s why the police arrested you. 

4. The police arrested you. That’s why you lost your job. 

5. You were careless. That’s why all the other things happened. 

 

Ex. 2. Put each verb in brackets into an appropriate tense. 
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1. Now we’re lost! If you had written down (write down) Mary’s directions, 

this … (not happen). 

2. Why don’t we emigrate? If we … (live) in Australia, at least the weather … 

(be) better. 

3. I’m afraid that Smith is a hardened criminal. If we … (not punish) him this 

time, he ... (only commit) more crimes. 

4. I’m sorry I can’t lend you any money. You know that if I … (have) it, I … 

(lend) it to you. 

5. Don’t be afraid. If you … (touch) the dog, it … (not bite). 

6. In those days, if you … (have) a job, you … (be) lucky. 

7. It’s always the same! If I … (decide) to leave the office early, my boss … 

(call) me after I have left. 

8. What a terrible thing to happen! Just think if we … (not miss) the plane, we 

… (kill) in the crash. 

 

Ex. 3. Choose between hope or wish in each sentence. 

1. I hope / wish I’ll see you again soon. 

2. I hope / wish the weather improves soon. 

3. I hope / wish I knew the answer. 

4. I hope / wish you didn’t have to go. 

5. I hope / wish you’d stop shouting so much. 

6. I hope / wish nothing goes wrong. 

7. I hope / wish it would stop raining. 

8. I hope / wish you can come to my party. 

9. I hope / wish you don’t mind. 

10. I hope / wish we could meet next week. 

 

Ex. 4. Put each verb in brackets into a suitable tense. 

1. I would say it was time you   started  (start) working seriously. 

2. I’d rather you …………. (not watch) television while I’m reading. 

3. I wish I ……………. (spend) more time swimming last summer. 

4. Helen is so bossy. She acts as if she ………….. (own) the place. 

5. I wish you …………. (not keep) coming late to class. 

6. Suppose a complete stranger ………… (leave) you a lot of money in 

their will! 

7. I wish I ……….. (go) to your party after all. 

8. I’d rather you …………. (sit) next to Susan, please. 

9. The government demanded that the ambassador ………… (be) recalled. 

10. You are lucky going to Italy. I wish I …………. (go) with you. 

Ex. 5. Correct the error or errors in each sentence. 
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1. I wish I bought that old house. 

2. I’d rather you don’t eat all the bread. 

3. It’s time I go. 

4. I wish I own a motorbike. 

5. I wish we are not leaving in the morning. 

6. Sue would rather reading than watching television. 

7. Come what comes, I’ll be on your side. 

8. I hope it would stop raining. 

9. I’d prefer you didn’t wait. 

10. I wish I didn’t listen to you before. 

 

Ex. 6. Choose the most suitable prepositions underlined. 

1. Diane showed a complete disregard for/with her own safety. 

2. I was totally baffled by/of Tim’s behaviour. 

3. For Romeo and Juliet it was love at/with first sight. 

4. They wouldn’t let me in the pub because I was below/under age. 

5. Our house has been in/on the market for months. 

6. You are perfectly capable for/of making your own bed. I would have 

thought. 

7. We walked on tiptoe for/from fear of being discovered. 

8. This is one of the exceptions of/to the rule. 

9. I am surprised at/by you, forgetting your briefcase like that. 

10. We met at the hotel completely by/from coincidence. 

 

Ex. 7. Complete each sentence with one suitable preposition. 

1. I wish you’d stop arguing about  politics all the time. 

2. Could you deal ……… this problem, I’m rather busy. 

3. The lights are designed to deter burglars ……… approaching the house. 

4. Your plan doesn’t allow ……… changes in the weather. 

5. I would like to protest ……… your treatment of the staff. 

6. Damage to the building resulted ……… an unusually high wind. 

7. We really marvelled ……… Helen’s conjuring tricks. 

8. I am not really concerned ……… that side of the business. 

9. The Minister is also implicated ……… the scandal. 

10. The company is committed ……… raising salaries and improving con-

ditions. 

 

 

Critical Thinking Skills 
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Ex. 1. Be ready to discuss the following issues in class.  

Which of the following sentences do you think best illustrates the basic prob-

lems of British foreign policy? 

 

a. Britain still cannot abandon a self-image of imperial greatness; 

b. Britain has always been late in scaling down its foreign policy commit-

ments in the line with its real political and economic power; 

c. Britain’s fundamental problem is whether to back the European Union ful-

ly or to pursue a wider role as a junior partner of the United States. 

 

— Analyse Britain’s ambiguous feelings about the European Union. 

— Explain why the Commonwealth is still popular with its membership. 

Prove your explanation with the facts from the text. 

— Think about basic British attitudes regarding Britain’s international role, 

its relations with the United States and Europe. 
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UNIT II 

THE USA 
 

 

Vocabulary Focus 
 

Ex. 1. Revise all the texts from the Unit about America and its history and 

group these words into several columns, identifying them as nouns verbs, ad-

jectives and adverbs. 

Burden, cautious, enforce, levy, breach, bicameral, cherish, independent, 

legislature, lax, revenue, dispatch, apparent, especially, property, ignorant, vi-

olently, assassin, acquire, framework, break-up, deliberate, weak, surrender, 

prevail, challenge, continental, current, almost, finely, similar. 

 

Ex. 2. Check the knowledge of your vocabulary while translating the following 

words and phrases into English: 

Предки, выполнять план, доказать существование четвертой части 

света, распад феодальной системы, соперничество в торговле, противо-

стоять, равноправное участие, освобождение от рабства, в ходе войны, 

отдавать предпочтение, важный вклад, сдаться в плен. 

 

Ex. 3. Think of the best translation of the following sentences into Russian: 

1. North America’s first settlers were the ancestors of the Indians. 

2. Abraham Lincoln's election in 1860 was followed by secession and the 

formation of the Southern Confederacy and ultimately by Civil War. 

3. The discovery of America resulted from the break-up of the feudal system, 

the rise of the nation, the revival of commerce and the search for the trade 

routes to the riches of the East. 

4. The Ku Klux Klan and other instruments were designed by the Southern 

whites to terrorize the Negroes whom they so recently and so unwillingly 

emancipated. 

5. At the beginning of the 18th century a number of Russian expeditions ex-

plored Alaska, but its discovery is usually linked with the year 1741 and 

the name of A. Chirkov. 

6. On March 4, 1860, Abraham Lincoln was inaugurated president of the 

United States. 

7. The USA was founded on July 4, 1766, when thirteen English colonies de-

cided that they could no longer regard themselves as subjects of the British 

crown. 
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8. On April 14, 1865, when Abraham Lincoln was struck down by an assas-

sin’s bullet, radical republicans exclaimed that it was “God’s will”. 

9. Columbus thought that the East Indies were directly west from the Canary 

Islands. 

 

Ex. 4. Translate the following text into English. Use a dictionary if there are 

any difficulties while doing it. 

Южные рабовладельческие штаты подняли мятеж (апрель 1861 г.) с 

целью сохранения рабства и распространения его по всей стране. На пер-

вом этапе (1861-1862 гг.) война со стороны Севера велась нерешительно, 

“по-конституционному “, что привело к ряду военных поражений северян. 

Второй этап характеризуется революционными методами ведения войны с 

участием широких народных масс, он придал гражданской войне характер 

буржуазно-демократической революции. В 1864-1865 гг. были разгромле-

ны основные силы южан и в апреле 1865 г. взят г. Ричмонд – столица ра-

бовладельческих штатов. Победа Севера закрепила господство буржуазии 

в стране, уничтожила господство плантаторов и рабство (официально от-

менено 1 января 1863 г.) , создала условия для капиталистической инду-

стриализации и освоения западных земель. На большей части территории 

США победил фермерский (так называемый американский) путь развития 

капитализма в сельском хозяйстве. Однако гражданская война не принес-

ла действительной свободы неграм, освобожденным без земли.  

 

Ex. 5. Match the words of similar meaning: 

1)   to emancipate    a)  to appoint 

2)   integral part    b)  to separate itself from 

3)   to abolish    c)  to press 

4)   secession    d)  the foundation  

5)   assassin     e)  liquidation 

6)   drive     f)   to insist 

7)   abominable    g)  murderer 

8)   to lack     h)  to liberate 

9)   despite     i)   inseparable part 

10) reign     j)   to do away with 

11) to secede    k)  separation 

12) inaugurate    l)   in spite of  

13) the corner-stone   m) rule 

14) to constrict   n)  to be short of 

15) to urge      o) bad 

16) abolition     p) enemy 

17) rival     r) movement 
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Ex. 6. Complete the following text with appropriate words and be ready to re-

tell it to your group-mates. 

(1)…to tradition, the first American Thanksgiving was (2)…in 1621 by the 

English Pilgrims who had founded the Plymouth Colony. The Pilgrims 

marked the (3)…by (4)…with their Native American guests who brought gifts 

of food as a gesture of goodwill. Although this event was an important part of 

American colonial history, there is no (5)…that any of the (6)…thought of the 

feast as a thanksgiving celebration. Two years later, during a period of 

drought, a day of fasting and prayer was changed to one of thanksgiving be-

cause rains came during the prayer.(7)…the custom (8)…among new 

Englanders to (9)…celebrate Thanksgiving 

after the harvest. 

 

1. A. Accordingly   C. According 

B. Accordance    D. Accordant 

 

2.  A. celebrating   C. celebration 

     B. celebrated   D. celebrate 

 

3. A. occasion   C. occasionally 

B. occasional   D. occasionalism 

 

4.  A. feast    C. festivity   

     B. feasted   D. feasting 

 

5.  A. evident   C. evidence 

     B. evidently    D. evidenced 

 

6.  A. participate   C. participants 

B. participating   D. participated 

 

7.  A. Grade    C. Graded 

     B. Gradually   D. Gradual 

 

8.  A. prevailed   C. prevailing 

     B. prevalence   D. prevalent 

 

9.  A. annual    C. annualize 

     B. annum    D. annually  
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Evaluating Through Reading 
 

Text A 
 

Below is the text about the flags of the USA. Skim the text for the main ideas.  

The Stars and Stripes is the most popular name for the red, white and blue 

national flag of the United States. No one knows where this name come from, 

but we do know the origin of several other names. Francis Scott Key first 

called the United States flag the Star- Spangled Banner in 1814 when he wrote 

the poem that became the national anthem. William Driver, a sea captain from 

Salem, Mass., gave the name Old Glory to the US flag in 1824. 

The Stars and Stripes stands for the land, the people, the government and 

the ideals of the United States, no matter when and where it is displayed. 

Some other flags also stand for the United States or its government in certain 

situations. The Navy Jack, a blue flag with white stars stands for the USA 

whenever it flies from a US navy ship. The stars, stripes and colors of the US 

flag appear in many federal and state flags. 

The colors. The Continental Congress left no record to show why it chose 

red, white and blue as the colors for the flag. But in 1782 the Congress of the 

Confederation chose these same colors for the newly designed Great Seal of 

the United States. The resolution on the seal listed meanings for the colors. 

Red is for hardiness and courage, white for purity and innocence, and blue for 

vigilance, perseverance and justice. 

The stripes in the flag stand for the thirteen original colonies. The stripes 

were probably adopted from the flag of the Sons of Liberty, which had five 

red and four white stripes. The British Union Jack was added to show that the 

colonists did not at first seek full independence. 

The stars. The resolution passed by Congress in 1777 stated that the flag 

should have 13 stars. But the Congress did not indicate how the stars should 

be arranged. The most popular arrangement showed the stars in alternating 

rows of three, two, three, two and three stars. Another version had 12 stars in a 

circle with the13th  star in the center A flag with 13 stars in a circle is often as-

sociated with the period. But there is little evidence that such a design was 

used. There is also no historical basis for assigning each star to a particular 

state. 

Today’s 50-star United States flag has the following dimensions: 

hoist (width) of flag, 1.0 unit; fly (length) of flag, 1.9; hoist of union, 

5385(7/13); fly of union, .76; width of each stripe, .0769 (1/13); and di-

ameter of each star, 0616. 
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Ex. 1. Select from the following alternatives the best completion of each sen-

tence .Consult the text. 

1. The most popular name for the national flag of the USA is 

a) the Stars and Stripes  b) the Star-Spanngled Banner  c) Old Glory. 

2. The resolution on the seal listed meanings for the colors, saying that Red is 

for … 

a)purity and courage b) hardiness and courage c)innocence and courage. 

3. The colors used in the flag are… 

a) red, white and black b) red, white and blue c) red, white and purple. 

4. The stripes were probably adopted from the… 

a) British Union Jack  b) Navy Jack  c) flag of the Sons of Liberty 

5. The resolution stated that the flag should have 13 stars. It was passed by 

the Congress in … 

a) 1782        b) 1824     c)1777 

6. Another version to the most popular arrangement of the stars had… 

a) 13 stars in a circle with the 14th  star in the center 

b) 12 stars in a circle with the 13th  in the center 

c) 13 stars in a line. 

7. Today’s United States flag has… 

a) 49 stars and 12 stripes 

b) 51 stars and 13 stripes 

c) 50 stars and 13 stripes. 

 

Ex. 2. Read the text again and choose the best answer to each question. An-

swer all the questions on the basis of what is implied in the text. You may refer 

back to the text. 

1. Do you know he origin of the most popular name for the US flag? 

2. Who called the American flag the Star-Spangled Banner? (Old Glory)? 

When? 

3. What does the national American flag stand for? 

4. Are there any other flags which stand for America in certain situations? 

5.  What color is the American flag? 

6. In What way did the Congress explain the meanings of the colors used on 

the Great Seal of the US? Can we say the same for the flag? 

7. What do the stripes on the flag mean? 

8. What were the stripes initially adopted from? 

9. Did the resolution of 1777 state that the flag should have a certain number 

of stars? 

10. Did it recommend how to arrange the stars? 

11. What was the most popular arrangement? 
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12. What’s today’s United States flag like? 

13. The most recognizable flag in the world is probably the American one, 

isn’t it? (Give your reasons) 

 

Ex. 3. Look through the text again and make up a plan for retelling it. Your 

plan should contain only key words 

 

Text B 
 

Below is the text about the Second Continental Congress. While reading it find 

the elements that involve the following information: a) preparing for war; 

b) seeking peace; c) Common Sense; d) the Declaration of Independence. 

Think of the best way to render it in your own words. 

In September 1774, representatives of each colony had gathered at the First 

Continental Congress. At that time, these representatives, or delegates, prom-

ised to meet again in May 1775 if the problem with Britain continued. Now 

blood had been shed and tensions were high. The need to meet was clear. 

Leaders of the 13 colonies gathered in Philadelphia on May10, 1775, for the 

Second Continental Congress. They had big decisions to make. 

 Many Americans wanted the colonies and Great Britain to settle their dif-

ferences. The members of Congress were prepared to try that solution. But 

they also knew that they had to prepare for the worst – a war for independ-

ence, which would free them from control by Britain. 

Congress quickly began acting like an independent government. By a small 

majority, they voted to organize the New England militia into an army of 

20,000 “for the defense of American liberty”. They named George Washing-

ton, a Virginian, to lead the forces. 

Congress also agreed to issue paper money to buy gunpowder and weap-

ons. Since they feared the British would turn the Indian tribes against them, 

they set up a commission to keep peace with the Indians. They also began 

seeking support from other European countries. 

To try to avoid war, Congress sent a written request to King George III. 

The message stated the colonists’ loyalty to the king. It blamed the king’s 

ministers for trying to enslave the colonies. It also asked the king to help re-

store peace by ending the unfair laws he had imposed. This message was 

called the Olive Branch Petition. 

It took a month for a ship to carry the colonists’ message to King George. 

But it took only two days for the king to reject it and to declare the colonies in 

rebellion. The king outlawed trade with the colonies and ordered 20,000 more 

troops to America. The war was under way. 
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Fighting between the colonists and the British increased during the fall and 

winter of 1775. Militiamen placed cannons on Dorchester Heights near Boston 

and drove the British from the city. On January 1, 1776, ships of the British 

navy shelled Norfolk, Virginia, and caused a great fire that burned the town. 

But Americans were gaining confidence, and the idea if independence was 

gathering force. 

In January 1776, Thomas Jefferson, an Englishman who had settled in 

Pennsylvania, published a bold call to revolution. His work, called Common 

Sense, asked the colonists to consider all the reasons to fight for independ-

ence. Pain pointed out that it was not logical for a small island like Britain to 

rule a large continent like America. He argued strongly that the colonists 

should not feel loyal to a king who was ruling them harshly. He argued the 

colonists to separate from England. “A government of our own is our natural 

right,” he wrote. 

By March 1776, three month after it was printed, 120,000 copies of Com-

mon Sense were sold in all of the colonies. Paine’s writing was simple but 

strong. All Americans could understand and discuss his ideas. This small 

pamphlet helped persuade many Americans to fight for independence. 

As the idea of independence spread throughout the colonies, many colonies 

began to set up their own governments. Soon, some of the colonies began to 

press Congress to officially declare independence from Great Britain. 

On June 7, 1776, Richard Henry Lee of Virginia made a motion to the 

Congress that “these unified colonies ought to be free and independent states.” 

After much debate, Congress met on July 2, 1776, to consider a formal Decla-

ration of Independence. It had been written by a committee of five, including 

Benjamin Franklin, John Adams and Thomas Jefferson, a 33-year-old delegate 

from Virginia. 

Jefferson began the Declaration with a short introduction. This paragraph 

promised that the Declaration would spell out the reasons the colonies had to 

separate from Britain. 

Then, in three sections, Jefferson made the case for independence. In the 

first section, he stated a bold idea – that each citizen has natural rights that 

government cannot give or take away. These included rights to “life, liberty 

and the pursuit of happiness.” The purpose of government was to make sure 

all people could enjoy these rights. 

The second section was an accusation. It listed 27 ways in which King 

George III had misused his power. It accused him of taxing the colonists with-

out their consent and cutting off their trade. It also said the king forced colo-

nists to house and feed British soldiers. 
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The third section was a brave statement of independence. It stated that the 

colonies had asked the king many times to end his unfair treatment and he had 

refused. “we therefore declare,” the Declaration then concludes, “that these 

united colonies are, and of right ought to be , free and independent states.”  

Two days later, Congress voted to accept the Declaration. The Date was 

July 4, 1776. 

 

 

Evaluating Through Listening 
 

You are going to listen to the guide’s story about the history of the Statue of 

Liberty. There’ll be some information you are supposed to get as the main 

idea of the story. As you hear any names, dates and other information make 

notes to do the exercises that follow. Listen to the text as many times as it is 

necessary. 

 

Ex. 1. Listen to the text and try to complete the sentences. 

1. The Statue of Liberty was a present from the people of … to … a friend-

ship between the two countries. 

2. In her right hand is the … of Liberty. 

3. July the 4th 1776 is the date of American …  

4. The idea of the Statue came from a French … 

5. The Statue was made up of… … which were hammered together … … 

6. The Statue was taken to … to be shipped from France to the USA. 

7. If you add the … it makes 305 feet. 

8. You have to use a … … to reach the observation point in the Statue’s 

crown. 

9. After its reconstruction it was … by President Grover Cleveland on the 28th 

of October 1886. 

 

Ex. 2. Look through the following words and think of the questions that the 
given words should be the answers to them. Write your questions down. 

1. Friendship 

2. July 4th 1776 

3. Bartholdi 

4. Copper 

5. 1885 

 

6. 25 tons 

7. 151 

8. 93 

9. 171 

10. Grover Cleveland 
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Targeting  Grammar 
 

 

Ex. 1. Look through the following nouns and identify them as countable and 

uncountable. Give their singular or plural form if possible  

Coal, wheat, ashes, outskirts, army, custom, scales, people, nation, damage, 

discovery, independence, headquarters, economics, calamity, flue, wood, ac-

commodation, glass. 

 

 

Ex. 2. Add articles if necessary in the following sentences: 

1. …English had visited…American Continent at different times. 

2. …Sir Walter Raleigh thought of sending … ships to … New World. 

3. In 1499 Amerigo Vespucci skirted …coast of …Venezuela and … north-

eastern South America. 

4. Isabella, … Queen of Spain, agreed to aid Christopher Columbus in carry-

ing out his plans. 

5. … Columbus had discovered one of … Bahama Islands which he called … 

San Salvador. 

6. In July, 1776, … Second Continental Congress adopted … Thomas Jeffer-

son’s draft of …Declaration of … Independence. 

7. … Bill of Rights was added to … Constitution. 

8. … Statue of Liberty is in … New York. 

9. … largest of … Great Lakes is … Lake Superior. 

10. The currents of … Pacific warm … Alaska, and … Arctic chills it. 

11. …MT. McKinley is …highest peak in … North America. 

 

 

Ex. 3. Read the following text, opening the brackets. Use the Passive Voice 

where necessary. 

The Civil War in the USA (1861- 1865) 

Tension between anti-slavery and pro-slavery, North and South, party lines 

(to grow) and (to threaten) the Union. 

The Republican Party in 1860 (to be) a northern rather than a mere anti-

slavery party. Abraham Lincoln (to nominate) as the only candidate. In De-

cember, 1860, as Lincoln’s election (to be) certain, South Carolina formally 

(to secede) from the Union and (to declare) herself an independent nation. 

Florida, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi and Texas (to follow) her lead in Jan-

uary, 1861. On February 8, a congress of their delegates (to form) the Confed-
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erate  States of America, with a constitution differing from that of the United 

States in stressing states’ rights and making slavery the corner-stone. The next 

day Jefferson Davis (to choose) president of the Confederacy. On March 4, 

Abraham Lincoln (to inaugurate) president of the United States. 

Few (to face) the fact and admit that Union could only be restored by force. 

For the Confederates would have no more union with the North at any price. 

In early April, 1861, the Civil War (to begin). There (to be) two necessary 

roads to victory; constricting the South by blockade, and defeating the South-

ern armies. Until the end of 1862, Lincoln (to share) the belief of his people 

that the capture of Richmond, the Confederate capital, (to end) the war. 

In April, 1862, the Northern army (to begin) to move on Richmond by the 

Yorktown Peninsula. Napoleon III (to Urge) the British cabinet to join inter-

vention. European liberals and the British working men (to stand) stoutly for 

the abolition of slavery 

 

 

 

Critical Thinking Skills 
 

 

Ex. 1. The American institution of presidency is believed to be the oldest one 

in the world. There were 42 presidents in American history. The 43th  presi-

dent George Bush Jr. Is currently at the office. Using different sources (the In-

ternet, books, magazines, etc.) write an essay or a report about one of them 

you consider to have done the most important contribution into the develop-

ment of America as a nation. 

 

 

Ex. 2. American revolutionaries said many times that they were fighting to 

preserve the Basic English rights they had always enjoyed. Describe these 

rights using the Magna Carta, English Bill of Rights, Mayflower Compact and 

Declaration of Independence as references to support your answer. (Consult 

“History of a Free Nation”) 

 

 

Ex. 3. Analyze the effects of a long and indecisive war on citizen moral and 

war support. Describe the factors that produce positive and negative effects.   
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Ex. 4. Examine the chart and explain the process how a bill becomes a law. 

Be ready to present it in the class. 

House of Representatives                       Senate 

    INTRODUCTION  

      
 Bill introduced in House    Bill introduced in Senate 

 

        COMMITTEE ACTION 

 
Referred to House Committee         Referred to Senate Committee 

to hold hearings, amend,          to hold hearings, amend,  

approve or kill the Bill          approve or kill the Bill 

 

    FLOOR ACTION 

 

Bill is debated      Bill is debated 

and voted on       and voted on 

 

      CONFERENCE ACTION 

 

  Houses and Senate agreed on single version 

     of Bill; Compromise Bill sent back to 

    both Houses 

 

           FINAL APPROVAL 

 

 House votes on        Senate votes on 

Compromise Bill      Compromise Bill 

 

     ENACTMENT 

 

           President signs Bill, 

         allows Bill to become 

law without signing it, 

      or votes Bill 

 

 

House votes to override          Senate votes to override 

President’s veto or fails         President’s veto or fails 

         to do so        to do so 
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Section V. The Republic of Belarus 

 

UNIT I 

CULTURE 
 

Vocabulary Focus 
 

Ex. 1. Check the knowledge of your vocabulary on the topic by giving the 

English equivalents for the following word combinations. 

Белорусские хроники, разрушительная война, священные имена, 

древние традиции, обожествление сил Природы, богиня лета и плодоро-

дия, встречать Новый Год, странствующий музыкант, предвестница вес-

ны, петь рождественские гимны, символ бессмертия 

Ex. 2. Match each word on the left with its meaning on the right. 

а) divinity (n) 

 

b) remnant (n) 

c) eternity 

с) paramount (a) 

d) plague (n) 

e) virtue (n) 

f) tambourine 

g) fertility (n) 

h) amateur 

i) fair 

1) goodness, nobleness, and worth of character as 

shown in right behaviour 

2) a person who performs for the love of it, not for mon-

ey 

3) a part that remains 

4) small shallow drum with metal discs in the rim 

5) a god or goddess: 

6) market held periodically, often with entertainment 

7) (of land) which produces good crops 

8) time without end 

9) greater than all others in importance or influence 

10) an attack of disease causing death and spreading 

quickly to a large number of people 

Ex. 3. Complete the list of derivatives. 

Verb Noun (agent) Noun (concept) 

found 

celebrate 

offend  

amuse 

combine 

observe 

edit 

travel 

founder foundation 
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represent 

protect 

survive 

constitute  

 

Evaluating Though Reading 

 

Text  1 

Myths and Legends of Belarus 

Ex. 1. Below is the text about Myths and Legends of Belarus. Skim the text for 

the main ideas. 

One of the difficulties of studying Belarusian mythology is the absence of 

any large body of written source material. The old Belarusian Chronicles were 

lost or destroyed in the course of innumerable and ruinous wars, and any other 

books or writings which might have dealt with ancient customs or beliefs have 

probably suffered the same fate. Oral traditions have persisted, of course, of-

ten in great abundance, but in the course of time Christianity has heavily in-

fluenced them. 

Consideration must also be given to the problem of the taboo, which sur-

rounded the names of the various divinities. Belarusian folklore shows that 

this taboo of the sacred names was more strictly observed among the Belarus-

ian tribes than elsewhere. Thus one encounters the saying: “I would tell you 

something, but the oven is in the room”. The oven was, of course, the seat of 

the household spirits, and by referring to their abode, one could avoid pro-

nouncing their names. To avoid offending divinities and spirits the ancient 

Belarusians gave them descriptive names in addition to their proper names. 

For example, name Dzied was used to describe not only an ancestor spirit but 

also the great divinity Bielboh. After the reception of Christianity, the Chris-

tian chroniclers tended to disregard the name-taboo. 

The religion of the early Belarusians took the form of paganism based on 

the deification of the forces of Nature. Examining Belarusian folklore one 

finds many legends and tales of pre-Christian origin. Among the tales collect-

ed by Karski and Federowski are several which attribute the creation of the 

world to a being who had no proper name, but was referred to as the “god of 

gods”. Other stories recount the various deeds of this divinity, who walked the 

earth disguised as an old man. These tales say nothing of the proper name of 

the god, except occasionally when he is referred to as Bielboh. All this might 

suggest that the early Belarusians had a basically monotheistic approach to re-
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ligious matters, and that in speaking of the paramount god, they felt no specif-

ic need to distinguish him from other created beings. 

The Belarusian tribes worshipped as the paramount divinity the god Biel-

boh, otherwise called Bialun, who was sometimes referred to as Niebo. As he 

was considered to be the begetter of all the other gods, he was familiarly 

known as Dzied. Bielboh was venerated as the “praboh”, the god who gave the 

enchanted hammer to Piarun to fight against the god of evil, Carnaboh, and to 

destroy him. As Piarun, according to Belarusian folk tradition, was the son of 

Bielboh, and was the brother of Ziuzia and Carnaboh, the major hierarchy of 

Belarusian mythological beings stems from Bielboh. 

The Belarusians believe that Bialun frequently walks the earth, and appears 

as an old man with a long white beard, robed in white, and bearing a staff in 

his hand. He was full of compassion and did nothing but good. Bialun would 

appear only in the daytime, when the sun was shining. Whenever he met a 

traveller in a forest who had lost his way, he would direct him towards the 

right path. At harvest time he liked to appear in the fields and help the har-

vesters. He would go about with a purse attached to his nose, and whenever he 

met a good hard-working man or woman, he would ask the worker to wipe his 

nose. As soon as he did so, the purse would spill out gold pieces and Bialun 

would disappear. 

It is surmised that Bielboh-Bialun had three sons – Piarun, Ziuzia and Car-

naboh. 

Piarun was the god of war, thunder and manly virtue. Belarusian folklore 

shows him as being of great height, having black hair and a gold beard. He is 

depicted bearing two great millstones in his hands, which he would clash to-

gether – probably to make the sound of thunder. When angered he would 

strike down and kill those who offended him. The worship of Piarun was 

widespread throughout the East Slavic world, and was particularly popular 

with princes, who addressed themselves to him as a power ensuring victory in 

battle. 

The wife of Piarun was called Zyva, though she was also known as Ciotia, 

Hramavica, and occasionally as Kaliada. She was worshipped as goddess of 

summer and of fertility, and was depicted as a beautiful woman, wearing on 

her head a crown of ripe ears of wheat, and bearing fruits in her hands. She 

was filled with kindness and compassion towards mankind. 

Ziuzia was the terrible god of winter. Folk tradition depicts him as an ugly 

old man with a long grey beard. He went about clad in a white fur, bareheaded 

and bare-footed, having in his hand an iron staff or mace. When he moved to 

anger he would strike the tree trunks in the forest with his staff, bringing ice 

and snow, and causing the winter to cast a cold shroud over the land.  
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Carnaboh was the god of evil. He was the husband of Marana, the goddess 

of death. Carnaboh was involved in a struggle with the god Piarun, who van-

quished him with the aid of a magic hammer given to him by his father Biel-

boh. 

Lada was the daughter of the god of the sea, Car-Mora. She was fair of 

face and her tresses were long and golden. She would row on the sea in a 

golden boat with silver oars.  

Lada because of her beauty was called Lala or Liola. Dazboh fell in love 

with Lada, and came down to earth to ask Car-Mora for her hand in marriage. 

The sea-god waxed angry against Dazboh, and beat him till he was senseless. 

But Dazboh escaped from the power of Car-Mora, and resolved to win Lada. 

Dazboh and Lada had a son Jaryla, who was the god of the fields, germi-

nation, strength, courage and love. He was depicted as a handsome young 

man, wearing a white cloak and having on his brow a coronet of flowers. At 

the command of his mother Lada, he opened the gates of heaven and came 

down to earth, and his coming marked the beginning of spring.  His wife was 

Viasna, the goddess of spring, warmth and grace.  

In connection with his role as harbinger of spring, there existed a custom in 

Belarus among the village girls at the end of April to dress one of their number 

as Jaryla in a long white cloak and a coronet of flowers. It has been suggested 

that the Pahonia or coat of arms of the Great Principality of Lithuania is de-

rived from the popular representation of the young god Jaryla. 

The moon god Volas-Veles was also mentioned in the chronicles as being 

the protector of herdsmen and the guardian of cattle and sheep. He was usually 

depicted carrying a set of bagpipes, which gave rise to the belief that he was 

the patron of singers and musicians. 

Svaroh was the god of the heavens and also the god of fire. Kupala was the 

sun god, perhaps the god of the midsummer solstice. 
The goddess Pahoda controlled fair weather. Pasvist on the other hand, 

was the god of clouds and bad weather. 
Among the gods of good influence is found Lad, a god of spring, love, 

marriage and grace. Rada was the goddess of intelligence and good counsel. 
On the other hand, Jascur was the god of plagues and epidemics. His name 

is still used in the Belarusian language to describe an infectious disease, which 
afflicts cattle. 

Numerous household spirits – some benevolent, some innocuous and oth-
ers evil, traditionally haunted the Belarusian homestead. Chatnik was a house-
hold spirit in the form of a bearded and longhaired man dressed in a caftan and 
girdle. He would rise early and frighten the cockerel till he crowded, and then 
awoke the householder for work. Chleunik was a malicious demon who har-
ried the cattle and horses by riding them to exhaustion. Cur or Scur was a be-
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nevolent domestic spirit who protected the boundaries of the family lands. Li-
asuny were forest elves, whereas Paliasia was the spirit of the countryside. 

Although little of this heritage survives today, folksongs, rural customs and 
local proverbs still preserve some remnants of the pre-Christian beliefs, de-
spite a heavy over-gloss of Christian concepts and attitudes. They constitute 
precious links with an original and colourful past. 
 

Ex. 2. Match each of the names of the Belarusian mythological gods on the 
left with the correct definition on the right. 

Piarun 
Ziuzia 
Carnaboh 
Volas-Veles 
Kupala 
Pahoda 
Pasvist 
Jascur 
Jaryla 

the god of plagues and epidemics 
the god of the fields, germination, strength, courage and 

love 
the god of war, thunder and manly virtue 
the god of clouds and bad weather 
the god of winter 
the god of evil 
the sun god 
the moon god, the patron of singers and musicians 
the goddess of fair weather 

Ex. 3. Fill in the blanks with the correct words from the text. 

a) The religion of the early Belarusians took the form of a ___________ based 
on  the ___________ of the forces of Nature.  

b) There are several tales which _____________ the creation of the world to a 
_________ who is occasionally referred to as Bielboh. 

c) Bialun was full of ______________ and did nothing but good. 
d) Piarun is depicted bearing two great ______________ in his hands, which 

he would _________ together to make the sound of thunder. 
e) Zyva  was depicted as a beautiful woman, wearing on her head a crown of 

ripe ______ of wheat, and bearing fruits in her hands. 
f) Carnaboh was involved in a struggle with the god Piarun, who 

________________ him with the aid of a magic ______________. 
g) It has been suggested that the Pahonia, or _________  of ________ of the 

Great Principality of Lithuania are derived from the popular representation 
of the young god Jaryla. 

h) Numerous household spirits – some _________, some _______ and others 
evil, traditionally __________ the Belarusian homestead. 

Ex. 4. Are the following statements true or false? Correct the false ones. 

a) Belarusian folklore shows that the taboo of the sacred names was not 
strictly observed among the Belarusian tribes. 
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b) To avoid offending spirits the ancient Belarusians gave them descriptive 
names in addition to their proper names. 

c) After the reception of Christianity, the Christian chroniclers tended to 
use the name-taboo. 

d) The god Bielboh was sometimes referred to as Bialun or Niebo. 
f) Bielboh-Bialun had two sons – Piarun and Carnaboh. 
g) There existed a custom in Belarus among the village girls at the end 

of April to dress one of their number as Ziuzia in a long white cloak 
and a coronet of flowers. 

h) Folksongs, rural customs and local proverbs do not preserve any 
remnants of the pre-Christian beliefs today. 

Ex. 5. Find a word or words in the text that mean the same as the following 
words. Use them in the sentences of your own. 

a) to persist (v); 
b) household (a); 

d) to derive (v); 
e) to cloth (v); 

f) evil (a); 
g) staff (n); 
c) to worship (v); 

 
Ex. 6. Find the answer according to the information stated or implied in the 
text. You may refer back to the text. 

1. What are the difficulties of studying Belarusian mythology? 
2. Why did the early Belarusians use the name-taboo? 
3. What does the term ‘a monotheistic approach to religious matters’ mean? 

 

Text 2 

“Kalyady” has come 
Ex. 1. Read the text about the national holiday in Belarus and skim it for the 

main ideas. 

If you want to experience real joy – the joy that isn’t even spoiled by fall-

ing snow or severe frost – you should come to Belarus when “Kalyady’ is be-

ing celebrated. Catholics celebrate it from December, 25 to January, 6 when 

the sun turns its gaze towards spring and the days begin to become longer. As 

for Orthodox Christians and the old calendar, the mysterious time of the year 

comes a bit later – it continues from January, 7 to January, 19. People say that 

“Kalyady” is God’s holiday. In Russia, all these days and nights from Christ-

mas till Epiphany are called “Svyatki” (Sacred Evenings) and in Belarus – 

“Kalyady”. It is a jolly time when people are enjoying themselves. 

During “Kalyady” groups of merry young boys and girls in smart clothes 

go from house to house in Belarusian villages and towns. “Kalyady” celebra-

tions have ancient, pagan traditions. In many countries of the world, people 
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have carnivals and masquerades to see the New Year in. Such festivals are al-

so held in Belarus. 

Each person in the processions of “Kalyadouschchiki” (carol-singers) has a 

role according to his character and temperament: one of them bears the star, 

others sing carols, amateur musicians play the accordion or beat the tambou-

rine, amateur actors are disguised as Goats, Bears, Storks, Horses, Gypsies 

and Old Men. Hosts and hostesses usually treat them to delicious things and 

thank them for well-wishing and carol-singing. 

“Kalyady” is the time when three ritual suppers are cooked in every Bela-

rusian home. They are called “Kalyadnaya Kuttzya”. Our forefathers believed 

that “Kuttzya” (a sort of porridge (“kasha”) made from barley) was sacred 

food which could save and protect people’s lives. So “Kuttzya” was a symbol 

of immortality and eternity of life. 

On “Kalyady” Belarusians like to visit each other, celebrate weddings and 

arrange fairs. By the way, it was at the fairs in the old days when vagrant mu-

sicians and puppetters gave their performances. Small puppet theatres called 

“Batleika” were popular in Belarus. They acted out stories about Christ from 

the Bible. Some people think that the word “Batleika” originated from the 

word “Bethlehem” – the name of Christ’s birth-place. So we can say that our 

theatre has its roots in “Kalyady”. 

The pagan holiday of “Kalyady” coincided later with Christmas, which was 

celebrated by Christians. The main purpose of “Kalyady” is to get rid of eve-

rything bad in one’s life and to begin a new life cycle with joy and optimism. 

 
Ex. 2. Match the words on the left with the correct definitions on the right. 

1) Svyatki 

2) Kalyady 

3) Kalyadouschchiki 

4) Kuttzya 

5) Batleika 

6) Bethlehem 

a) a sort of porridge 

b) sacred evenings (in Russia) 

c) the name of Christ’s birthplace 

d) sacred evenings (in Belarus) 

e) carol-singers 

f) small puppet theatre 

 

Ex. 3. After reading the text find the answer to each question. Answer the 

questions on the basis of what is implied in the text. You may refer back to the 

text. 

1. When do Belarusians celebrate “Kalyady”? 

2. What do people say about “Kalyady”? 

3. What are the typical entertainments during “Kalyady”? 

4. How long do “Svyatki” last? 

5. What do amateur actors wear? 
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6. How are three ritual suppers at “Kalyady” called? 

7. What is “Kuttzya” made of? 

8. What do Belarusians do during “Kalyady”? 

9. What do you know about “Batleika”? 

10. What is the main purpose of “Kalyady”? 

 

Ex. 4. Check if the following statements are true or false. 

4. In Belarus Catholics celebrate “Kalyady” in February. 

5. During “Kalyady” a lot of young boys and girls dressed in rags go from 

house to house and beg for food and drink. 

6. Each person in the procession of “Kalyadouschchiki” bears a star and is 

disguised as a Goat. 

7. The ritual food is called “Kalyadny Kulesh”. 

8. On “Kalyady” Belarusians like to organize family dinners and invite their 

relatives. 

 

Ex. 5. Be ready to dwell on: 

a) the behaviour of young boys and girls in the streets during “Kalyady”; 

b) the origin of the word “Batleika”; 

c) the purpose of “Kalyady” 

 

 

Targeting  Grammar 
 

Ex. 1. Identify the countable and uncountable nouns in the list below. Give the 

singular/plural forms if possible. 

Holiday, joy, people, masquerade, carol, Christianity, Kalyady, virtue, past, 

belief, taboo, harvest, gold, East, goddess, intelligence 

 

Ex. 2. Choose the correct adjective or adverb from the sentences below. 

1. I’m getting on __ with the local people here. 

a) nice   b) good   c) well 

2. He is much __ than his brother. 

a) higher   b) taller   c) more 

3. No wonder she’s won the scholarship. She’s worked so __. 

a) hardly   b) hard   c) hardy 

4. They must have __ one child. 

a) at all   b) at least   c) at last 

5. Peter’s pretty __ at tennis. 
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a) well   b) best   c) good 

6. Did anyone help you? – No one. I was just __. 

a) happy   b) merry   c) lucky 

7. He convinced us of the need for __ work. 

a) difficult   b) heavy   c) hard 

8. The Urals are not as __ as the Alps. 

a) tall   b) long   c) high 

 

Ex. 3. Fill in the gaps with the right preposition. 

Kupalle is celebrated … the night … July, 7 in accordance … the Orthodox 

calendar. There are a lot … legends and customs connected … this magic hol-

iday. According … one of them there is a constant struggle … good and evil 

in our souls.  

A lot … customs and traditions are associated … love. Girls gather flowers 

and weave coronets which they wear … the holiday and then, … dawn, they 

throw them … the river and let them flow downstream. The boy who fishes 

the coronet … … the water will be that girl’s intended. 

 

Ex. 4. Scan the both texts for sentences containing modal verbs. Translate 

them in writing. 

 

 

Critical  Thinking  Skills 
 

Ex. 1. Be ready to prove the following statements in class. 

The religion of the early Belarusians took the form of a paganism based on the 

deification of the forces of Nature. 

There are many legends and tales of pre-Christian time in Belarusian mythol-

ogy. 

Folksongs, rural customs and local proverbs still preserve some remnants of 

the pre-Christian beliefs. 

“Kalyady” is a jolly time.  

Our theatre has some roots in the holiday of “Kalyady” 

 

Ex. 2. Make a report on the following problems:  

1. What will the cultures of the future be able to learn from the cultures of to-

day? 

2. How do cultures today come into contact? What evidence of that contact 

might historians and archaeologists of the future find? 
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Ex. 3. Just as legends of our ancestors reveal their spirit, so do legends of 

modern people. For a class project, create a book of modern legends. Form 

groups of three, with each person choosing a legend. Decide which of the 

three legends is most interesting. One person in the group will illustrate the 

story, one will write about the culture from which it came and one will print it. 

Choose a member to meet with the other groups to decide how to put together 

the book. 

 

Ex. 4. Long ago, myths were used to explain natural events. Sometimes mythic 

characters acted out qualities that a society admired or disliked. Find a Bela-

rusian myth to read. Does any character act out a quality that we admire or 

dislike? Explain. 
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UNIT II 

PROMINENT PEOPLE 
 

 

Vocabulary Focus 
 

Ex. 1. Learn the following proper names: 

The Cathedral of the Saviour – Спасский Храм 

The Cross of Evfrosinia – Крест Ефросиньи 

North America – Северная Америка 

Paris Military Academy – Парижская Военная Академия 

George Washington – Джорж Вашингтон 

Switzerland – Швейцария 

Blessed Virgin Mary’s Assumption – Успение Богородицы 

The Lord’s Tomb – Могила Господня 

The Holy Communion – Святое Причастие 

 

Ex. 2. Check the knowledge of your vocabulary on the topic by giving the Rus-

sian equivalents for the following word combinations. 

The Mother Superior of the convent, to be rich in talented and gifted peo-

ple, Jesus Chris’s preaching, miracle-working relics, the Republicans, to dis-

charge from, to pay tribute to sb, to marry sb off. 

 

Ex. 3. Underline the stressed syllable in these words. 

Insecure, applicant, efficient, research, old-fashioned, glamorous, irrele-

vant, attitude, association, effect, aware, account, contradict, unpopular, dra-

matic 

 

Ex. 4. Match each word on the left with its meaning on the right. 

1) bishop  

2) ecclesiastic 

3) citizen 

4) imprison 

5) confess 

6) countryman 

7) extraordinary 

8) devotion 

9) convent 

10) uprising 

a) remarkable 

b) inhabitant, resident 

c) dedication, attachment 

d) religious, clerical 

e) revolt, rebellion 

f) put or keep in prison 

g) make known one’s sins to a priest 

h) place where monks live as a community  

i) Christian clergyman of high rank 

j) 10) compatriot, native 
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Ex. 5. Make nouns from the verbs. 

To decide, to tend, to associate, to choose, to succeed, to affect, to advise, 

to compare, to marry, to rebel, to wound, to impress, to devote, to wish, to 

name. 
 

 

Evaluating Through Reading 
 

Text 1 

Birth and Life of St Evfrosiniya of Polotsk 

Ex. 1. Below is the text about Evfrosiniya of Polotsk. Skim the text for the 

main ideas. 

It has been stated by some historians that princess Sophia, a daughter of 

Vladimir Monomakh, was the mother of St Evfrosiniya. Thus, St Evfrosiniya 

of Polotsk was a great-granddaughter of St Vladimir and a granddaughter of 

Yaroslav the Wise. 

January 5, 1104 is probably the date of Evfrosiniya’s birth. Since her 

childhood princess Predslava – future St Evfrosiniya – had been noted for her 

extraordinary wisdom, education and beauty. No wonder that many men were 

eager to marry her. But her father had a special hope in marrying off Predslava 

who was only 12 at that time. 

Predslava was against that marriage. When she had come to know about 

her father’s intention to marry her off to meet his political and dynastic needs, 

she decided to act. She went to the Mother Superior of the convent, who was 

her aunt. After a serious talk with Predslava the Mother Superior decided to 

admit the girl to monastic vows. Predslava became a nun named Evfrosiniya. 

Some years later, with the blessing of the bishop of Polotsk she moved into 

the Church of St Sophia in Polotsk where Evfrosiniya took to translating spiritual 

and religious books from Greek and Latin into the Belarusian language. She cop-

ied these books by hand and gave the money she earned to poor people. 

St Evfrosiniya founded a convert in Polotsk named after the feast of Trans-

figuration. It took place on August 6, 1126. The convert had a rich library, and 

then a school for the nuns as well as for the girls of the town was opened. 

Grandislava, the younger sister of the prioress, was educated here. She took 

monastic vows with the name Evdokiya. Soon Evfrosiniya’s cousin Zvenisla-

va also became a nun with the name of Evprakiya. 

Later on St Evfrosiniya organised a monastery for men. This monastery 

was founded in 1150 in the name of Blessed Virgin Mary’s Assumption. 
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In 1167 St Evfrosiniya undertook a pigrimage to the Holy Land. Besides 

veneration the place of Jesus Christ’s preaching and the Lord’s Tomb, 

Evfrosiniya’s travel through Kiev and Constantinople to Jerusalem had certain 

ecclesiastic and diplomatic targets. In Jerusalem St Evfrosiniya fell seriously 

ill. She thanked the Lord for granting her disease in the holy city. For 24 hours 

she had been on the brink of death. After confession and receiving the Holy 

Communion, St Evfrosiniya passed away on May 23, 1167. She was buried in 

St Theodosius monastery in Jerusalem. 

The sacred remains of St Evfrosiniya rested in the Holy City of Jerusalem 

up to 1187 when the Egyptian sultan who besieged the city allowed monks to 

take the sacred Christian objects away from Jerusalem. Since that time the 

miracle-working relics of the Saint had been in St Theodosius caves of Kiev-

Pecherskaya Monastery up to 1910. In 1910 the miracle-working relics were 

transferred to Polotsk, into the Cathedral of the Saviour raised by the Saint 

where they are up to our days. The Spaso-Evfrosiniya Church in Polotsk, built 

on Evfrosiniya’s request by the architect Ioan, has been reconstructed. Paying 

tribute to that great woman, the Belarusians restored the Cross of Evfrosinya 

abd placed it in the Spaso-Evfrosiniya Church in 1998. It has become one of 

the most sacred things in Belarus. 

In 2000 the monument to St Evfrosiniya was opened in Polotsk. There are 

always a lot of flowers by it. 

 

Ex. 2. Complete the sentences using the text: 

It has been stated by _________ . 

It was noted that ____________ . 

It was named after ___________ . 

It was raised by _____________ . 

It was built by ______________ . 

It has become one of _________ . 
 

Ex. 3. Fill in the table with the main events of St Evfrosiniya’s life: 

1104  

1116  

1126  

1150  

1167  

May, 1167  

1187  

1910  

1988  
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2000  

Ex. 4. Be ready to dwell on: a) the decision of Predslava to become a nun; 

b) the activities of St Evfrosiniya from 1116 to 1126; c) her pilgrimage to the 

Holy Land 

 

Text 2 

Tadeush Kostiushko 

Ex. 1. Read the text about Tadeush Kostiushko and be ready to answer the 

questions on the basis of what is implied in the text. 

It should be mentioned that our Belarus has always been rich in talented 

and gifted people. They all love their homeland and wished their Motherland 

better future. Tadeush Kostiushko was one of them. His name is among the 

names of the world famous fighters for freedom because he also fought for in-

dependence of the peoples of North America and Eastern Europe. Our great 

countryman was noted for his energy, courage and devotion to the ideas of 

freedom. 

Andrew Tadeush Kostiushko was born in 1746 in Brest Region. He be-

longed to a very old aristocratic family. He got his primary education at a reli-

gious school. He left school in 1760 and then continued his studies in Warsaw. 

After graduating from the University of Warsaw he went to Paris to complete 

his education. Tadeush Kostiushko studied at Paris Military Academy for 5 

years. It was there where he got his revolutionary ideas. 

When Tageush Kostiushko came back from France, he could not find any 

job. So he had to leave his native land and in 1776 he went to North America. 

It was an English colony at that time and the young officer went to America to 

fight for its independence from the British power. For seven years he served in 

the American army. He became a general and was awarded the highest order 

of the USA. George Washington and Thomas Gefferson were among his 

friends. Thanks to Kostiushko’s talent the Republicans won some victories, 

the most important one was by Saratoga in 1777. He became a hero of the 

USA. 

He was rich and famous, but he decided to come back to his Motherland. 

For 5 years he lived in Sahnovichy, one of his estates in Belarus. He was not 

wanted at home and there was no job for him for a long time. 

Tadeush Kostiushko took part in the uprising against Russia and Prussia an 

1794. He was injured in a battle, captured by tsarist troops and imprisoned in 

Petro-Pavlovskaya Fortress in St. Petersburg (the Russian capital of that time). 

The Russian Emperor Paul I discharged Kostiushko from prison in 1796. 
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Since that time he had lived abroad. In 1817 Tadeush Kostiushko died in 

Switzerland. 

Tadeush Kostiushko is a hero of Poland. There is a town named after him 

in the state of Mississippi, the USA. One of the Australian mountain peaks is 

also named after him. 

Nowadays a monument to Tadeush Kostiushko, the brave soldier, national 

hero of the USA, honourable citizen of France, born on the territory of con-

temporary Brest region in Belarus can be seen in Lafayette Square opposite 

the White House in Washington. There are also monuments to him in Krakow, 

Chicago, Cleveland and Milwaukee. 

It is a pity that we do not know much about him, but he was born in Bela-

rus, he fought for its independence and we can be proud of him. 

 

Ex. 2. Agree or disagree with the following statements: 

Tadeush Kostiushko was Russian by nationality. 

After graduating from the University of Warsaw he went to France to study at 

Sorbonne. 

Tadeush Kostiushko was the head of the American army. 

Being in America Kostiushko took part in the uprising against Russia and 

Prussia. 

He was wounded in a battle, captured and sent to prison in Belarus. 

When he was discharged from prison he lived in England. 

He died in the USA. 

 

Ex. 3. Fill in the table: 

Towns named after Kostiushko in Monuments to Kostiushko in 

  

  

  

  

  

 

Ex. 4. List the main events of Tadeush Kostiushko’s life. 

 

Ex. 5. Prove that: 

a) our Belarus has always been rich in talented and gifted people; 

b) Tadeush Kostiushko was an educated man; 

c) Tadeush Kostiushko was not welcomed at home. 
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Targeting  Grammar 
 

Ex. 1. Replace the expressions in bold with a phrasal verb. 

1. I told him to stop talking. 

2. My car stopped working last night. 

3. The meeting continued for two hours. 

4. Could you connect the heater? It’s cold in here. 

5. Prices have increased a lot recently. 

6. Please distribute the photocopies to everyone. 

7. She’s physically very similar to her mother. 

8. The police are investigating the crime. 

 

Ex. 2. Put one adverb in each sentence in the right position. 

almost   as well   eventually   immediately   hardly   often   seriously   very 

much 

1. The goalkeeper was injured in the cup match. 

2. My seat at the cinema was awful. I could see the screen. 

3. We missed the concert. We arrived just in time. 

4. She speaks French and Spanish, and a little German. 

5. We don’t see each other – only about twice a year. 

6. I enjoyed the holiday. It was wonderful. 

7. It was an awful journey but we got there. 

8. The ambulance arrived. 

 

Ex. 3. Fill in the gaps with the right preposition. 

The Radzivill family left its imprint … a wide variety … human endeav-

ours - … public and political life, … culture and education. The members … 

the family were leaders … wars against the enemies … the Grand Duchy … 

Lithuania. …their own money, the Radzivills built painting shops … Bierascie 

(nowadays Brest), Nesvizh and other Belarusian cities. Throughout his entire 

political career Nickolay Radzivil Chorny followed a firm policy … strength-

ening the sovereignty … the Belarusian state. Due … his consistent political 

endeavours, our state reached its highest prosperity … its public life based … 

legal principles. 

 

Ex. 4. Scan the both texts for sentences containing modal verbs. Translate 

them in writing. 
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Critical  Thinking  Skills 
 

Ex. 1. Imagine that: 

You are to take part in the conference “Outstanding People of Belarus”. 

You have to choose the topic of your report and substantiate the reasons for 

your choice. 

 

Ex. 2. Make a report on the following problem:  

You have read two texts devoted to famous people and their deeds. Do you 

think people today are different from the people of the past? In what ways are 

we similar? 

 

Ex. 3. Look around your home. What written and nonwritten sources do you 

see? Make a list of the sources. Then, using one or two of the sources on your 

list, try to write a history of your family. 
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